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THE ROYAL AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY OF NATAL 
Royal Showgrounds 

Howick Road 

Pietermaritzburg 

15 October 2015 

 

NOTICE OF MEETING 

 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE  

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

OF MEMBERS OF THE SOCIETY  

WILL BE HELD IN THE GRILL ROOM AT THE SHOWGROUNDS, PIETERMARITZBURG 

ON WEDNESDAY 4 NOVEMBER 2015 AT 15H00 

TO TRANSACT THE FOLLOWING BUSINESS 
 
1. Notice convening the meeting 
 
2. Apologies for absence 
 
3. Confirmation of the Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 5 November 2014 
 
4. To receive and approve the Report on the general affairs of the Society to 30 June 2015, 

together with the audited financial statements to that date.  The Report and Financial 
Statements will be made available to any member who requests same and copies of the 
aforesaid documents will be available for inspection during normal working hours at the 
Society’s offices. 

 
5. To receive a report on the state of membership as at 30 June 2015 
 
6. To elect the Vice-Patron of the Society for the ensuing year 
 
7. To elect on the recommendation of the Executive Committee one or more Honorary 

Presidents and Honorary Vice-Presidents for the ensuing year. 
 
8. To elect, if necessary, no more than eight members to serve on the Executive Committee 

for the ensuing year. 
 
9. To receive the name of the Chairperson and his/her alternate of each of the Standing 

Committees which Chairperson shall be automatically co-opted to the Executive 
Committee for the ensuing year. 

 
10. To elect from the members two Trustees for the ensuing year. 
 
11. To elect an Auditor for the ensuing year. 
 
12. To agree, on the recommendation of the Executive Committee, the entrance fees and 

annual subscriptions for the various classes of membership for the ensuing year. 
 
13. To transact any General Business 

By order of the Committee 

T D STRACHAN 

CEO 
NOTES: 

(a) No candidate shall be eligible for election to the Executive Committee unless he has been 

nominated by two members of the Society and such nomination, endorsed with the candidate’s 

willingness to accept nomination, shall have been delivered to the Society’s offices at least seven 

days before the date for which the Annual General Meeting has been convened. 

(b) A meeting of the newly constituted Executive Committee will be held in the Committee Room at 

the conclusion of the Annual General Meeting for the purpose of electing a President and not more 

than two Vice-Presidents as well as to conclude any business of a pertinent or urgent nature.  



 

 

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE 

for the year ended 30 June 2015 

 
To be presented to Members at the Annual General Meeting of the Society 

to be held in the Grill Room at the Showgrounds, Pietermaritzburg 

on Wednesday, 4 November 2015 

 

 

AN OVERVIEW 

In line with ongoing challenges affecting the South African functions and exhibition 

industry, trading conditions proved difficult for most of the year with the Royal Show, 

Garden Show and the conferencing side of the operation each experiencing a 

reduction in revenue.   

 

In particular and despite its perceived success in the eyes of the public, the Garden 

Show incurred a loss of R464 000, necessitating a total ‘re-modelling’ of the event 

going forward. 

  

Be that as it may, with a 6,5% improvement in pre-tax earnings, the Royal Agricultural 

Society produced reasonable bottom line figures; primarily the result of strict cost 

controls as well as an income distribution from the Royal Mews Trust, which in its own 

right enjoyed another successful year. 

 

Pleasingly, 2015 also saw a further strengthening of the Society’s balance sheet. 

 

 

Positives 

 Following the BEE audit, the Society was again awarded a Level 2 grading. 

 

 Notwithstanding a moderate drop in attendance, the 2015 Royal Show received 

approbation from numerous participants, very especially in the agricultural and 

construction equipment sectors.  

 

 Similarly the Royal Show entertainment component was well received. 

 

 With the largesse of City management, the Royal Show was spared the 

inconvenience of load shedding measures implemented by Eskom in May and 

June. 

 

 The 2014 Sunday Tribune Garden and Leisure Show saw the return of the award 

winning national Chelsea Flower Show exhibit, and the occasion was generally 

deemed by exhibitors and visitors alike to have been a success.  Unfortunately, 

incurring a significant loss, this did not translate into an acceptable bottom line 

result (see negatives).  

 

 In the hope of securing the future of the Garden Show, Tanya Visser, respected 

horticultural raconteur and editor of The Gardener, was effectively granted ‘co-

ownership’ of the ensuing five shows commencing September 2015. 

 

 In the quantum of R695 000, ABI renewed their corporate sponsorship of the Royal 

Show for the next three years. 

 

 



 

 

 Although there were initial concerns, livestock numbers at the Royal Show 

exceeded expectations. 

 

 Aside from setting a national record price of R150 per kg for beef, the 2015 Royal 

Show received two awards from Samic, viz a certificate acknowledging the 

Royal to be the largest agricultural show in the RSA hosting a national carcass 

competition, and a certificate, trophy and prize money for having achieved the 

highest group percentage (93,10 %) in respect of commercial pork. 

 

 The Society successfully hosted the South African Sugar Technology Association 

(SASTA) conference; a prestigious international event that opted to move out of 

Durban for the first time.  

 

 Similarly the UKZN graduation, the KZN Nurses graduation, the opening of the 

Provincial Legislature, the COGTA conference and the State of the City Address 

– all major events – were hosted during the year. 

 

 In the light of it not being possible to terminate the Royal Mews Trust without 

incurring an onerous Capital Gains sanction, the transfer of the sub-divisions 

occupied by the Bank Park and Hereford Financial Services, will in terms of the 

Agreement of Sale, now be proceeding. 

 

 A whirly bird ventilation system was successfully installed in the Sheep Section. 

 

 The Society’s website and social media exposure was significantly expanded 

during the year, and for the first time, the 2015 Royal Show catered for electronic 

ticket sales.   

 

 The Royal Show saw the larger formalised street pole signage being used, 

resulting in meaningful and professional visual exposure in both Pietermaritzburg 

and Greater Durban.   

 

 Gabion baskets – forming a quasi-dam - were successfully positioned in the 

Dorpspruit adjacent to University House; the purpose being to filter the river, 

enhance the presence of bird and other wildlife, and improve security. 

 

 Both the ladies ablution facility, located on the Members Terrace, and the 

Equestrian Clubhouse were upgraded.  Also, following the persistent lifting of tiles, 

the Grill Room was re-floored.  

 

 The electrical reticulation system serving Hall 8, was upgraded to accommodate 

a generator. 

 

 The 2015 Royal Show successfully saw the presence of bric-a-brac exhibits in Hall 

3 being replaced with a well choreographed Dinosaur display, focused primarily 

on younger audiences. 

 

 By way of an exclusive ‘Agreement of Understanding’ spanning the next three 

years, ‘Ola Ice Cream’ replaced ‘Nestlé Dairy Maid’ in return for an exclusivity 

fee of R56 000 per annum. 

 

 Following a self-funded refurbishment project equating to R1.1 Million Rand, 

Hereford Financial Services satisfactorily settled into their new (ex Dros) premises 

on Chatterton Road.      

 



 

 

Negatives 

 The year saw a reduction in the number of conferences; substantially the result 

of severe budget cuts on the part of the Provincial Government.  

 

 The Showgrounds were badly affected by a hailstorm on Friday, 6 February, 

resulting in damage equating to R1 700 000.  Fortunately, not only was this fully 

covered by insurance, but the unexpected replacement of grandstand seating 

together with a number of the Society’s older roofs, proved serendipitous.  

 

 At a cost of R160 000 the Society was obliged to replace the malfunctioning 

computer server located in the main Admin office, as well as the photocopier. 

 

 Jenny Frazer, the Society’s highly experienced Livestock Co-Ordinator, 

immigrated to the United Kingdom.   

 

 The recoupment of the Dros debt has yet to be achieved. 

 

 Petty theft, especially in respect of metal and copper conduiting, remains a 

problem.  

 

 With regard to Hall 10; owing to challenging trading conditions, it was not possible 

to implement Phase 2, being the completion of the project. 

 

 Ongoing water leaks continue to prove vexing. 

 

 Although the Sunday Tribune Garden Show exceeded the expectations of 

exhibitors and visitors alike, the event again incurred a significant loss.   

 

 As a result, it became necessary to part company with the Sunday Tribune who 

have, by way of naming rights, partnered the event for the past decade.  

 

 Following a presence of many years, the Natal Witness decided to relinquish their 

exhibition stand at the Showgrounds.  

 

 Despite numerous treatments, the presence of borer in the Crafts and Home 

Industries Hall, remains cause for concern.  

 

 

ROYAL SHOW ATTENDANCES 

 2015 2014 2013 2012 2011 2010 2009 

Day 1 .......................  6 268 7 399 7 539 8 068 9 312 8 265 6 193 

Day 2  ......................  25 859 23 170 18 881 20 028 20 434 16 817 19 282 

Day 3 .......................  14 826 21 275 19 805 19 655 16 639 16 419 13 940 

Day 4  ......................  5 984 7 376 7 161 8 357 6 763 8 235 5 427 

Day 5  ......................  6 631 6 875 7 017 8 447 7 102 6 696 7 332 

Day 6  ......................  13 855 14 376 11 203 11 598 12 932 11 053 9 929 

Day 7  ......................  15 201 13 825 14 849 17 252 13 945 12 421 12 559 

Day 8  ......................  7 907 10 281 9 971 10 891 9 391 13 062 9 503 

Day 9  ......................  23 317 25 259 24 218 26 788 25 598 22 504 22 261 

Day 10  ....................  12 795 15 420 21 550 22 367 24 196 20 559 12 317 

 132 643 145 256 142 194 153 451 146 312 136 031 131 060 



 

 

 

ROYAL SHOW – GENERAL ASSESSMENT 

With favourable weather throughout, 328 commercial exhibitors, in excess of 3 500 

livestock, and 132 643 visitors, the 165th Royal Show ended on a high note on Sunday 

evening, 7 June. 

 

By not hosting the Ukhozi FM Concert on the final Sunday, this was the first occasion in 

16 years that the Show remained operational in its entirety for the full ten days.  The 

move was well received by all.    

 

In particular, the feedback received from visitors indicated high levels of satisfaction, 

especially in terms of perceived value, where for a day’s outing, inclusive of top-class 

concerts, a gate charge of only R55 was levied. 

 

The construction and materials handling component saw further growth in 2015, with 

Case Construction and Mitsubishi Forklift participating for the first time.   

 

Good sales were reported, with Komatsu in particular, alluding to the 2015 Royal Show 

as their most successful South African exhibition in recent times. 

 

The commercial and service sectors of the Show saw a broad mix of participants, 

ranging from motor vehicles, trucks and capital items of high value, through to 

clothing, fashion accessories and consumables. 

 

Whilst management is committed to ensuring that the Royal Show does not devolve 

into a ‘flea market’, research indicates that no exhibition is complete without an 

element of ‘bric-a-brac’.  Accordingly, and in an effort to not compromise the integrity 

of mainline exhibition halls, Sharks Alley and the Royal Market continue to cater 

successfully to this facet.    

 

The highlight of the service sector presence was the Hall of Safety and Security, with 

well-choreographed and informative displays on the part of the South African Police 

Services, the Department of Correctional Services, Safe City / Business Fighting Crime, 

and others.   

 

Other dedicated venues included: 

 

 The 2 200 square metre Mercury Hall of Fine Living, which, with 110 000 visitors, 

remains (as far as is known) the largest single display in terms of foot traffic in 

the country.  This saw one half focused exclusively on matters culinary, and the 

other on tourism and related products.  Although variances in display 

techniques were extensive, special mention must be made of the superb 

design of the Dube Tradeport and the Ethekwini Municipality exhibits, both of 

which drew favourable acknowledgement. 

 

 In contrast Hall 1 – a partnership between the Provincial Treasury, the 

Pietermaritzburg Chamber of Business, the Kwazulu Natal Department of 

Agriculture, Financial Literacy Association and others – was converted into an 

African market experience, comprising a spaza shop and 25 ‘vibey’ stalls, 

exhibiting fresh produce, handmade garments, and crafts; certainly a well 

received and evocative display. 

 

 Hall 7, with full draping and chandeliers, focused exclusively on home décor. 

 



 

 

 Hall 3 relinquished its role as a commercial exhibition area in favour of the Dino 

Expo; an informative portrayal of dinosaurs authenticated by the University of 

the Witwatersrand.  A R45 fee was levied to view the display, and it is 

understood that some 14 000 patrons availed themselves of the opportunity.   

 

In an effort to glean the views of participants, the following question was asked of 

exhibitors: ‘In terms of your expectations, how would you rank your participation in the 

2015 Royal Show out of 10’. 

 

Eliciting a 46,7% response (statistically an acceptable figure for survey analysis), the 

results were as follows: 

 

Score 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 

% of responses 17,4 11,0 28,0 20,0 8,0 7,3 2,3 1,3 2,7 2,0 

 

All-in-all, a satisfactory result. 

 

In line with the norm, the 2015 Royal Show again hosted the following functions: 

 

 Sponsored by the Pietermaritzburg Chamber of Business, the Awards Cocktail 

luncheon took place on Monday, 1 June, at which time 46 silver and 31 gold 

awards were presented. The full list of trophy recipients appears on pages 27 

and 28. 

 

 The Landbank Corporate Sponsors Dinner; a special occasion to acknowledge 

the support afforded by individuals, families and organisations during the 

previous twelve months.  The guest of honour was Tony Leon, a former leader 

of the opposition, and more recently, South Africa’s retired ambassador to the 

Argentine.  Although light hearted and pleasing, both the content of his 

presentation and his intellectual insight was favourably received. 

 

 The Standard Bank Gold Cup Parade and Dinner; this being the culmination of 

the livestock bovine section, at which the ‘best of the best’ is acknowledged.  

The guest of honour was Dr Faffa Malan, a well-known and respected 

veterinarian. 

 

Whilst the Royal Show endeavours to introduce ‘town to country’ by way of an 

eclectic mix of interest and the dissemination of information, no visit is complete 

without being exposed to the fun-filled entertainment programme.  Indeed, over the 

past twenty years, the line-up on offer at the Royal Show unquestionably surpasses the 

best the province has to offer in a given year.   

 

Amongst others, the 2015 programme included: 

 

 The Royal Rock Concert on the first Saturday featuring Rowan Stuart, The Hinds 

Brothers, Matthew Mole and The Parlotones.  For the second consecutive year, 

this took the form of an afternoon event extending into the early evening, thus 

enabling visitors from further afield (especially those with younger children) to 

enjoy the occasion within timing constraints that are not unreasonable.   

 

 



 

 

 The Vuma FM Royal Gospel Concert featuring Tender Mavundla, Thulani Ga 

Ndlela, Brenda Mtambo and Khaya Mthethwa.   

 

Following ever diminishing attendance at the Ukhozi FM Concert in recent 

years, it was – by way of an experiment – decided to introduce this new event.  

Sadly, and despite featuring well known artists, the occasion attracted a 

disappointingly small audience; a reality that will require reassessment going 

forward. 

 

 On the second Saturday evening, the Lotus FM and Pinky Mothies Royal 

Afrofusion Night featuring Ramesh Hassan, Ashok Ramchundra, Rajiv Mothie 

and others, culminating in a Lotus FM Bhangra. 

 

This renewed partnership with Lotus FM and Pinky Mothie, was deemed by an 

audience estimated to number 5 000 to be a refreshing new addition. 

 

 The final Sunday of the Show saw the Royal Symphony Concert, featuring the 

full KZN Philharmonic Orchestra performing.  With a two hour mix of orchestral 

and solo pieces themed ‘London Calling’, the mid-morning event – in perfect 

weather – appealed to one and all. 

 

 Following the Symphony orchestra, the RSG Concert took place in the 

afternoon.  Compered by the inimitable Derrich Gardner, and featuring Priscilla 

Smith, Emo Adams, Lianie May and Bok Van Blerk, the event, which continues 

to grow, was enjoyed by an appreciative audience that numbered around 

5 000. 

 

Again, the Royal Show concert programme was complemented with an equestrian 

presence of note.  Despite the main arena no longer considered suitable to meet the 

rigid requirements of modern ‘A Grade’ jumping; the Society’s facilities have been 

deemed to be the best available nationally for the Showing Classes.  Accordingly, and 

to add further creditability, an overseas judge was brought into the mix in 2015, and 

we look forward to growing this section further next year.  

 

Also, the inclusion of the Jack Russells and Dog Agility Championships (which now 

regard the Royal Show as their permanent home), together with a mix of motor bike 

stunts, Monster Truck demonstrations, the Eqstra Flying Lions aerobatic displays and the 

like, continue – by way of fill-in acts – to provide interest and heart-stopping noise and 

thrills. 

 

Outside of the main arena, the 2015 Royal Show River Stage programme saw the most 

intensive mix of activities in recent times.  These ranged from educational shark 

dissections through to talent shows, musical events, a 100 metre zip-line, and for the 

first time, plastic-duck racing in aid of the CHOC Childhood Cancer Foundation.   

 

The Show continues to host the provinces largest fun-fair, with a selection of adrenalin-

pumping rides, appealing to the young and the young-at-heart.  Further, and in line 

with commitments made in 2013, strict safety controls – focused on excluding any 

youngster under the age of 12 from entering the area without adult supervision – was 

applied.  



 

 

Efforts are made annually to ensure that no stone is left unturned in ensuring the safety 

and well-being of all stakeholders.  In this regard, and although no mishaps of any 

consequence were reported, the presence of large unsupervised school groups 

remains cause for concern.  Although it is not easy to elicit responses and meaningful 

action from state departments, efforts will be made to discuss these with the Provincial 

Department of Education in advance of the 2016 Royal Show. 

 

The Royal Show gratefully acknowledges the support of its many volunteers and 

sponsors, and very especially ABI and the Landbank.  Also, special mention must be 

made of the largesse extended by the Pietermaritzburg Msunduzi Municipality who 

excused the Royal Show from load-shedding; a magnanimous and appreciated 

gesture.  

 

With good sales and pleasing feedback, and notwithstanding the challenging times, 

the 2015 Royal Show again appears to have ticked most boxes.  

 

 

AGRICULTURAL SECTION 

Throughout its existence, agriculture has been the foundation of the Royal Show, and 

despite initial concerns (driven largely by transport costs, the drought and a sluggish 

economy), 2015 saw the section retaining the vitality of recent years.  Indeed, it was 

pleasing to see 530 cattle and 620 sheep and goats on site, these to complement a 

substantial bird and rabbit presence.  

 

We were privileged to host the Ile de France and Hampshire Down National 

Championships, and in the case of the former, the occasion saw a number of new 

exhibitors being exposed to the ‘special uniqueness’ of the Royal Show for the first 

time.  This falls in line with the Society’s commitment to market the Royal as a national,  

event; an exercise which has achieved significant success in the past decade. 

 

In the ever altering agricultural climate, the Royal Agricultural Society endeavours to 

embrace the changes, and in so doing, add value to producers, consumers as well as 

the Show’s eclectic visitor mix.  

 

Accordingly, and from a cattle perspective, there were two meaningful evolutionary 

developments: 

 

 For the first time, unhaltered trained livestock (Simmentalers) were successfully 

entered into the stud section. 

 

 Further, a commercial competition focused on seeking The best Weaners in 

KZN in 2015 was introduced; the intention being to expand the section by 

embracing commercial farmers, and providing them a platform from which 

they can gain valuable exposure. Following judging, the Weaners were 

auctioned to the highest bidder. 

 

The additions were positively received, and with an element of fine tuning, both will 

again be included in the 2016 programme.  

 

Following a period of absence, it was pleasing to see the return of the University of 

KwaZulu Natal, which competed in the open section as well as the Student Challenge 

– an adjunct of the commercial ‘on-the-hoof’ and ‘on-the-hook’ competition - against 

Cedara and the Owen Sithole College of Agriculture.   



 

 

For generations, the Royal Show bovine stud component has been renowned for its 

excellence, and as in past years, it continued to be the primary area of focus on the 

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday of the show.  

 

The following breeds were represented: Angus, Brahman, Simbra, Simmentaler, 

Hereford, Limousin, Pinzgauer, Braunvieh, Sussex, Jersey and Holstein.  

 

Preceded earlier in the day by the inter-breed championships, the Standard Bank 

Gold Cup awards presentation and dinner took place on Thursday evening, 4 June.  

To the extent that final judging (for the first time) was held in the main arena, the event 

commenced at 16h00, and was marked by palpable intensity and anticipation 

pending the final decisions being made known.  

 

Note: 

The major award recipients are listed on page 26.   

 

The function concluded with the Gold Cup Dinner and a superb presentation by 

respected veterinarian, Dr Faffa Malan.  

 

From a sheep and goat perspective, the Show had one of the largest entries in recent 

times.  Aside from the Ile de France and Hampshire Down National Championships, 

the occasion saw strong entries of South African Mutton Merinos, Suffolks, Border 

Leicesters, Dormers and Boer Goats. 

 

Albeit with a small entry, it was pleasing to also see the return of the Dorpers; a 

development which is likely to experience further growth in 2016.   

 

The Sheep and Natural Fibre Expo has grown significantly in recent years, and 2015 did 

not disappoint.  Included in the various range of exhibits and activities, regular 

shearing demonstrations took place, as did the daily modelling of the latest fashions 

and displays (including sales) of wool and wool related products. The Royal Show has 

become a ‘home from home’ for the Agricultural Research Council, who participated 

in the Expo by way of an exhibit of indigenous small stock. 

 

The 2015 Royal Show Carcass Competition – held in the Sheep Expo Hall on 

Wednesday evening, 3 June - saw some 28 buyers bidding for the country’s top 

carcasses, in the presence of an audience of 200 plus. 

 

Now in its 24th year, and having set three national and one international record; the 

occasion is acknowledged by breeders and buyers alike, to be the premier event on 

the South African Red Meat calendar. 

 

On this occasion, the record beef price of R110 per kg set in 2013 was broken, when 

R150 per kg was achieved.  Also although the world record set in 2007 in the case of 

lamb stands; the 2015 competition saw the second highest price (of R1 100 per kg) 

ever achieved in South Africa.  

 

The Royal Show record status is now as follows: 

 
Lamb 2007 R3 000 / kg National and international record 

Beef 2015 R150 / kg National record 

Pork 2014 R78 / kg National record 

 

 



 

 

86 cattle, 98 lamb and 88 pigs were entered into the competition, and in the case of 

both cattle and lamb, slaughtering took place in accordance with Halaal 

requirements; an important facet focused on satisfying the requirements of all 

stakeholders. 

 

Whilst BKB magnanimously continue to administer the auction – free of any charge 

being levied – the occasion saw Craig Peters (well known in equestrian circles) 

successfully conducting the auction with his inimitable verve and gusto.  

 

The results were as follows: 

 

Lamb Competition % Breeder Breed 
Price 

per kg 
Buyer 

Champion 98.32 RCH Ile de France Ile de France R1 100 Willowton Meats, Pmb 

1st Reserve 

Champion 
98,16 G J Lotter  Dorper R525 Rattans Butchery 

2nd Reserve 

Champion 
96,51 Bennie Lotter Dorper R200 Kennedy Meat Market 

Champion 

European 

Genetics* 

98,32 RCH Ile de France Ile de France R1 100 Willowton Meats, Pmb 

Reserve European 

Genetics 
93,8 P J L Snyman  Ile de France R175 Oyster Box Hotel 

Champion Group 94.03 G J Lotter  Dorper R80 The Meat Centre, Pmb 

Reserve 

Champion Group 
89,54 G J Lotter Dorper R80 Rattans Butchery 

 
* Please note that the overall Champion and Champion European Genetics are the same carcass 

 

Beef Competition % Breeder Breed 
Price 

per kg 
Buyer 

Champion 97.24 UKZN Bovelder R150 Oyster Box Hotel 

1st Reserve 

Champion 
96,89 

Owen Sithole 

Agricultural College 

Brahman X 

Simmentaler 
R90 Rattans Butchery 

2nd Reserve  

Champion 
96,07 

Owen Sithole 

Agricultural College 
Bonsmara R33 Hlophe Butchery 

Champion Group  94.37 
Owen Sithole 

Agricultural College 

Brahman X 

Simmentaler 
R35 The Meat Centre, Pmb 

Reserve 

Champion Group 
92,31 

Owen Sithole 

Agricultural College 
Bonsmara R35 The Meat Centre, Pmb 

Pig Competition % Breeder Breed 
Price 

per kg 
Buyer 

Champion 97,31 Butt Farming Topig R72 Oyster Box Hotel 

1st Reserve 96,64 Butt Farming Topig R42 Shaam Butchery 

2nd Reserve 94,19 
Joseph Baynes 

Estate 
PIC Topig R25 Ambleside Meats 

     

The high percentages achieved indicates that breeders paid special attention to feed 

and preparation over an extended period.  Further, the fact that the University of 

KwaZulu Natal - participating for the first time in six years - received the accolade of 

having bred the Champion Beef Carcass, augers well for the students and future 

farmers.   

 

 



 

 

Another pleasing aspect of the 2015 competition was the return to the bidding process 

of ‘Fine Dining’ establishments.  This culminated in the Oyster Box Hotel, Umhlanga, 

purchasing the Champion Beef and Pork carcasses; an occurrence that is in line with 

Royal Shows elsewhere in the Commonwealth, where top restaurants vie – one with 

another – to purchase the best available.    

 

To add further credibility, the occasion saw the presence of Rudi Van Der Westhuizen, 

the CEO of the South African Meat Industries Company (SAMIC) in attendance.  

 

Aside from livestock, the number of agricultural equipment and support service 

exhibitors continues to grow, and per the norm, the occasion is used by manufacturers 

and distributors to introduce new ideas and launch new products. 

 

It was especially pleasing to note – that in a number of cases – tractor and implement 

sales were reported to have exceeded those of Nampo, the Southern Hemispheres 

pre-eminent equipment exposition which took place in the Free State in early May. 

 

 

POULTRY 

The Natal and Coast Poultry Club enjoyed another successful year, and is today the 

third largest poultry club in the Country, with 63 members. 

 

Importantly the Club, and more especially the Royal, are viewed as being friendly and 

well run; factors conducive to attracting exhibitors and judges from out of province. 

 

2015 Royal Show entries, including the sales section, reached the 800 mark, a figure 

slightly down on 2014, but improved quality more than made up for the small deficit. 

 

34 exhibitors participated, including a number of 'first-timers'.  

 

Public interest was exceptional, and there was sufficient stock on hand to permit sales 

to take place, without compromising the showing section.  

 

Following the success of 2014, the Club hosted the Oxford Gamefowl Club Show in 

mid-June. This attracted 750 entries (an increase of 180) and it was pleasing to see the 

occasion receiving significant support from Mpumalanga, Gauteng and the North 

West. 

 

Two further club shows took place during the year, and these were enthusiastically 

supported. 

 

 

BIRDS 

Pietermaritzburg Canary and Cage Bird Club 

2015 saw the Club celebrating its 103rd anniversary. 

 

The highlights of the year were as follows: 

 

Young Bird Show, held on 2nd May, was a great success and enjoyed by all 

participants. There were 266 birds on show and 17 exhibitors. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

The main highlight of the year was the 103rd Annual Open Show in conjunction with 

the 38th Winter Provincial Exhibition, held during the Royal Show, on the 30th May. There 

were 739 birds and 44 exhibitors. This show was also a great success and was well 

received by the public. Two pairs of canaries in a double breeder were raffled and 

R1500.00 raised for the club.  

The club co-hosted the Fur and Feather Open Day at the Royal Showgrounds on 1st 

August. 

Pietermaritzburg Budgerigar Club 

The Club had another successful year, with one of the positives being an increase in 

membership.    

  

Aside from the traditional Royal Show Budgie Expo on the opening Friday and 

Monday, a two day Provincial Show, on behalf of the Association for Wild-Type and 

Exhibition Budgies of South Africa, was held in the Bird Hall. 

 

The occasion attracted an entry of close to 200 birds, with a number of Exhibitors from 

out of province. The two Panel Judges travelled from Gauteng to officiate at the Show, 

and were suitably impressed with the quality. 

 

There was significant public interest throughout, and by way of a bonus, 35 birds were 

sold.  

 

 

RABBITS 

With 19 exhibitors and an entry of 345 animals, the 2015 Royal Show was well 

supported, and the increase in entries and large classes necessitated judging over two 

days. 

 

The quality was excellent, and the section elicited significant visitor interest. 

 

Pleasing sales of both rabbits and rabbit products were recorded, and new members 

gained. 

 

In addition to the Royal, monthly Sunday afternoon table shows as well as the October 

Championship Show were held. 

 

Membership of the club is increasing steadily from further afield, indicating increased 

interest in the hobby. 

 

 

HONEY 

All-in-all a positive year for the Royal Show Honey Section and the KwaZulu Natal Bee 

Farmers Association. 

 

Interest in bees, honey and related products has expanded significantly in recent 

times, and this has translated, not only into a number of new members joining the 

association, but also one of the highest entries in recent years, including a number 

from out of province.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

The 2015 Royal Show coincided with Pietermaritzburg hosting the National Bee 

Keeping Congress (Beecon 2015), with all 120 delegates – including senior members 

of the South African Bee Industry Organisation and the Southern African Apiculture 

Federation - spending an afternoon and evening on site as the Society’s guests.  

 

There is no doubt that the investment in affording time, interest and hospitality to the 

visiting delegates paid dividends by way of new friendships having been forged, and 

enhanced support from other regions. 

 

Upgrading of the Honey Hall has continued, and this has been received in a positive 

light by the public in general. 

 

A further positive related to an increase in sales of honey and related products; a trend 

which apart from benefiting members, also assists the club by way of funding. 

 
It is satisfying to note that so many members are committed to supporting the Royal 

Show, and the Association’s general activities. 

 

 

EQUESTRIAN 

2015 Royal Horse & Hound Festival  (28th – 30th March 2015) 

The event spanned three days, and included jumping, dressage, equitation, showing, 

and by way of an experiment, a well-supported combined horse and hound jumping 

class. 

 

Although overall entries were a little down this year, the festival was fun-filled and well 

received. 

 

2015 Royal Show 

The principle of offering a mixed basket of equestrian competitions resulted in this 

year’s show including ‘something of everything’.  

 

The first weekend saw jumping classes focused on showcasing the sport, whilst 

simultaneously giving pony riders an opportunity to test out the main arena for the SA 

Pony Champs scheduled to take place later in the year.  

 

Also on a number of occasions, polo and tentpegging demonstrations took place. 

 

In recent years, the Royal Show has aspired to become the premier South African 

venue for showing, and based on feedback, the endeavour appears (thus far) to 

have been successful. 

 

To this end, the highlight of the 2015 Royal Show turned out to be the well supported 

general breed and Arab showing classes.  Further, and by way of adding prestige and 

credibility to the mix, the Society was privileged to host Annette Vickery, a highly 

respected judge from Australia. 

 

Going forward to 2016, efforts will be made to further enhance the Royal Show’s 

standing in respect of this component. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Royal Riding Club 

The equestrian world in South Africa was again thrown into turmoil this year with various 

changes and splits occurring within the National Federation (SAEF). This culminated in 

much confusion amongst members as to whether or not it was compulsory to become 

a member of a riding club. As a result, membership of the Royal Riding Club 

experienced a moderate decline.  

 

The good news, however, is that the SAEF is now controlled by a newly elected team, 

who – thus far – appear to have returned the sport to an element of stability.  

 

Moving forward, an increase in membership is anticipated, as it is now compulsory for 

competitors to belong to a club in their region. 

 

During the course of the year, the equestrian clubhouse was revamped by replacing 

the old wooden sliding doors abutting the west façade with new glass windows; the 

concomitant benefits being free airflow and no further leaks. 

 

The sand warm-up arena has been increased in size and was recently topped with 50 

cubic metres of sifted river sand, and is now claimed by some to be ‘as good as it 

gets’. 

 

 

CRAFTS & HOME INDUSTRIES 

The Crafts Section office opened on the 1st April, and by month-end some 278 entrants 

had been received.  Although a little down on the 311 in 2014, the number of items on 

display were on a par with last year. 

 

With two new secretaries manning the office, all organisational aspects proceeded to 

plan.  Also, and with the invaluable assistance of the sections magnanimous ‘volunteer 

corps’, a pleasing display made up of numerous facets was brought to fruition. 

 

Although the woodwork section has been a little disappointing in recent times, 2015 

saw a significant improvement in not only the number, but indeed the standard of 

items on display. 

 

Indicative of current ‘fads’, the mix and numbers of exhibits varies annually.   

 

On the one hand, the knitting section saw the number of displays increase by 90%, 

whereas in the case of embroidery, needlework and quilting, there was a marked 

decline; this despite the excellence of work on show. 

 

The prestige and objectivity of the Photographic Section is well acknowledged, and 

with just under 500 exhibits in 2015, it again ticked every ‘box’. 

 

Winners in the most salient generic categories were as follows: 

 Overall champion - Ann Duckworth 

 Overall champion runner –up - Tina Mossmer 

 Junior champion - Claire Tucker  

 Senior champion schools - Newton Prevocational School  

 Preparatory champion schools - Maritzburg Preparatory School 

 Womens Institute champions - Premier Women’s’ Institute, Pietermaritzburg   



 

 

 

 

MARKETING 

For many years, the primary thrust of the Royal Show’s marketing campaign has 

centred on the mainline daily press serving Pietermaritzburg and the Greater Durban 

area, with lesser focus on radio, and little, if any, concentration on the electronic social 

media pages. 

 

This altered in 2015, with the available budget being expended on all three mediums 

(with the electronic social pages concentrating on the Society’s website, Facebook, 

Twitter, Instagram and YouTube). 

 

Apart from disseminating information, the social media pages were successfully used 

for competitions in respect of both the Royal and Garden Shows.  

 

The report furnished by the Society’s online marketing consultants reveals, that in terms 

of Facebook alone, the reach pipped 1 200 000 persons.  Further, direct Facebook 

engagement in respect of the Royal Show, equated to 43 822.   

 

The 2015 Royal Show was also the first occasion that E-tickets were available for 

purchase via the internet, and despite only 292 being sold, it signifies (albeit late in the 

day) a shift into the new order.       

 

 

SPONSORSHIP 

Whilst the Royal Agricultural Society is indebted to the numerous volunteers and donors 

who give so generously of their time and funding to ensure the success of both the 

Royal and Garden Shows (all of which are detailed on page 25); the Society is 

especially indebted to the 2015 corporate sponsors, viz the Land Bank, ABI and the 

Sunday Tribune. 

 

In addition, Standard Bank continued to contribute significantly to the Royal Show by 

way of being the premier sponsor of the livestock Supremes. 

 

By way of acknowledging all who contribute to the Society’s endeavours, the Monday 

evening of the Royal Show hosted the annual Corporate Sponsor’s Dinner, with the 

guest of honour being Tony Leon, previously the leader of the opposition and more 

recently, South Africa’s (now retired) ambassador to the Argentine. 

 

 

HONORARY LIFE MEMBERSHIP 

On the advice of the Management Committee, Exco agreed to grant Garth 

Carpenter Honorary Life Membership.  Mr Carpenter has been associated with the 

Society for the past 44 years, with a highly respected and educational display of 

reptiles.  As an aside, he has also from time to time assisted the Society with the 

capturing of snakes in the grounds. 

 

 

RASC 

In line with the commitment to contain costs, the Society – for the first time in 21 years 

– was not represented at the 2014 Commonwealth Agricultural Conference held at 

the Royal Queensland Show in Brisbane, Australia.   

 

 

 



 

 

 

This notwithstanding, we continue to maintain close membership ties with the Royal 

Agricultural Society of the Commonwealth, with whom interaction takes place 

whenever the need arises.  Whereas this normally relates to the sharing of information 

of common interest, the benefits of reciprocity are appreciated when Society 

members visit affiliated Shows in other countries. 

 

The next RASC Conference is scheduled to take place in late 2016 in Singapore, and 

it is possible that the Royal Agricultural Society of Natal will be represented. 

 

 

2014 SUNDAY TRIBUNE GARDEN SHOW 

The 39th Sunday Tribune Garden Show took place from 19 to 21 September, and with 

good weather, saw 17 343 visitors against 16 073 recorded in 2013. 

 

By way of adding value to the occasion, the event saw the Society simultaneously 

hosting the International Clivia Conference and Exhibition, with displays that wowed 

the public. 

 

Acknowledged to be the largest horticultural event of its kind in the southern 

hemisphere; the Show included some 80 gardens, ranging from micro-trays entered 

by schools through to 120 sqm feature displays, rivalling those of the Chelsea Flower 

Show in terms of design excellence. 

 

To the extent that the occasion saw an enhanced number of exhibitors from out of 

province and abroad, a decision was made by the Society to sponsor the re-

construction of the award winning 2014 South African National exhibit at the Chelsea 

Flower Show.  Being an eclectic mix of a number of horticultural elements, including a 

floral tribute to Nelson Mandela, the display received pleasing approbation. 

 

The theme in 2014 was ‘Into the Future’ which allowed for non-restrictive, ‘out of the 

box’ thinking. 

 

The Show continues to provide a platform for nurseries and specialist growers, who 

utilise the opportunity to present the latest plant material, including an ever-increasing 

indigenous component. 

 

At the top of the ‘pecking order’, the event is an occasion to showpiece the expertise 

of the Parks Departments of many of South Africa’s municipalities, as well as a number 

of corporate role players and landscapers.   

 

Amongst others, these included Ethekwini (Durban), Cape Town, Mbombela 

(Nelspruit), Sol Plaatje (Kimberley), Kwadukuza (Stanger), uMhlathuze (Richards Bay), 

Manguang (Bloemfontein), the Spar Group, Don't Waste Services, the Gardener 

magazine, National Botanical Institute and Subaru. 

 

The judging panel was made up of David Davidson (the designer of South Africa’s 

Chelsea exhibit), Lindsay Gray, JJ van Rensburg and Derrich Gardner; all respected 

personalities closely aligned to horticulture. 

 

To ensure objectivity, displays were adjudicated independently of the offices of the 

Royal Agricultural Society in terms of the Chelsea Flower Show criteria.  This differed 

from previous years, where exhibits received a percentage score facilitating place 

ratings.  Quite simply, in 2014, if the judges deemed a display to be worthy of a gold 

or a silver, that decision without further conversion to a points factor, stood.   



 

 

 

On this basis the major awards in the Feature Garden categories were as follows: 

 

Silver – 

 uMhlathuze (Richards Bay) 

 Kwadukuza (Stanger) 

 Mangaung (Bloemfontein) 

 Sol Plaatje (Kimberley) 

 

Silver Gilt – 

 Blackwoods 

 Mbombela (Nelspruit) 

 SANBI 

 

Gold – 

 Floriate Hall 

 KZN Clivia Club display 

 The Gardener magazine 

 Ethekwini (Durban) 

 Sunday Tribune/Gordon Stewart Landscaping 

 Park Lane Spar/Garvin Landscape Designs 

 City of Cape Town 

 

The trophy awards were as follows: 

Most improved – Sol Plaatje (Kimberley) 

Best small feature garden – Pot Pourri Garden Club 

Best first-time exhibitor – Subaru 

Best feature garden on show – Sunday Tribune 

CEO’s Choice – Mbombela (Nelspruit) 

The Big Thinker award – The Gardener 

 

By way of a separate exercise, the public were again invited to submit their input with 

a ‘People’s Choice’ vote.  The results in terms of a 1 to 10 ranking were: 

 

1. City of Cape Town 

2. Ethekwini (Durban) 

3. Park Lane Spar/Garvin Landscape Designs 

4. The SA National Chelsea exhibit 

5. The Sunday Tribune/Gordon Stewart Landscaping 

6. Kwadukuza (Stanger) 

7. Mbombela (Nelspruit) 

8. Pot Pourri Garden Club 

9. The Gardener magazine 

10. KZN Clivia Club display 

 

The Hall of Orchids with an international array of exhibitors, remained a must-see for 

anyone interested in the magnificence of this extraordinary plant and apart from 

eliciting praise from the public, good sales were reported. 

 

For the enthusiastic gardener who does not aspire to being a technical expert, the 

Show catered for the design of 4 sqm gardens for individuals, groups and garden 

clubs, interested in displaying their talent in a relaxed but moderately competitive 

environment.  Sadly only two entrants were received, but both displays were 

adjudged to be of a good standard relative to the level of expertise. 

 



 

 

In her inimitable way, Tanya Visser again compéred Ready Steady Plant; an interesting 

and entertaining competition demonstrating the ability of participants to think laterally 

via the design and construction of a garden measuring 2x4m, utilising identical plant 

material, in 20 minutes.  Despite time constraints and great pressure, the event is always 

fun and sees an interesting array of practical designs resulting. 

 

The 900 square metre Happy Earth Hall formed an integral part of the Show with the 

emphasis being on sustainability. This, together with the Illovo floral icing cake expo 

(the largest display of its kind in the country), ongoing cooking demonstrations by the 

1000 Hills Chef School in the Demo Kitchen and the presence of the Quilters Guild 

elicited significant interest. 

 

The Show continued to focus on youth development, by way of mini horticultural 

exhibits by youngsters, many from rural areas, spanning grades 4 to 12. 

 

The Royal Agricultural Society honey section is acknowledged to host the premier 

apiarian exhibit in South Africa and with a consequential and informative display, it 

didn’t fail to please.  

 

The Kidz Zone, introduced in 2013, for families with young children expanded to include 

a number of interactive components.  Parents were able to relax at the adjacent 

‘Sunflower Tea Garden’ whilst children played ‘I Spy the Bug in the Box’ with the KZN 

Museum or a puppet show; courtesy of the Happy Earth Forum. 

 

Also in the main arena; for the first time, the Show incorporated an art component, 

overseen by the Southern Drakensberg Art Society and themed ‘Inspiration from the 

Mountains’.  The exercise met expectations and will be repeated in future years. 

 

Alongside the art marquee and by way of a further addition, the Show included the 

Orange River Cellars Wine Garden offering a range of wines from the Northern Cape.  

The venue also catered for light meals. 

 

By way of providing added value for the family, a portion of the main arena was again 

allocated to dog agility displays and a 4X4 course, both of which continue to attract 

significant interest. 

 

Save for the negative effect of an ATM problem that persisted throughout the 

weekend, the Show was deemed by exhibitors and visitors to have been a success.   

 

Regrettably the pleasing perceptions relating to the event failed to translate into a 

positive bottom line, and for the third consecutive year, the Show incurred a significant 

loss. 

 

Garden Show: The future 

Following the presentation of the financials relating to the 2014 Show, the Society’s 

Management and Executive Committees accepted that unless it was possible ‘to pull 

a rabbit out of the hat’, the Royal Agricultural Society would no longer be in a position 

to host the event. 

 

A sub-committee was appointed to liaise with and seek input from various interest 

groups, as well as current and potential stakeholders.   

 

 



 

 

The exercise culminated in Lonehill Trading, the publishers of ‘The Gardener’ and ‘Die 

Tuiner’ magazines entering into a partnership with the Society, the key note feature 

being an undertaking on the part of Lonehill to underwrite any loss.   

 

Further, Tanya Visser, the Editor of both publications (and a nationally respected 

gardening personality), will effectively assume the role of ‘Show Director’.    

 

Whereas the September 2015 Garden Show will essentially be a pilot-project; it is 

hoped that the ‘re-invention’ of the event will sufficiently meet the expectations of 

both the Society and Lonehill Trading, to warrant the Show’s perpetuation going 

forward.     

 

 

CONFERENCES, FUNCTIONS & EVENTS 

Marked by an annualised contraction in revenue of 12% (20% in real terms), the 

conferencing side of the Society’s operations proved difficult. 

 

Having said this – and whilst ‘cold-comfort’ – there are clear indications that 

conferencing facilities throughout South Africa are currently experiencing similar 

challenges. 

 

By way of cost reductions and a mix of special offers, efforts will be made in the new 

year to reverse the negative trend. 

 

This notwithstanding, the year saw the Society hosting a number of blue-chip functions, 

including – but not limited to – the Opening of the Provincial Parliamentary Session, 

both the UKZN and the Nurses’ Graduation Ceremonies, and the “State of the City 

Address’. 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

 

 2015 2014 2013 2012 2011 2010 2009 

Adults 1 470 1 494 1 486 1 446 1 296 1 313 1 652 

Juniors 183 184 160 189 158 159 303 

Life 90 83 86 85 81 84 90 

Total 1 743 1 761 1 732 1 720 1 535 1 556 2 045 

 

 

OBITUARY 

The Society regrets the passing of any member during the course of the year. 

 

 

ROYAL MEWS TRUST 

Profit before tax saw a 43% improvement over 2014, and all-in-all the Trust had a 

successful year.  

 

Transfer of Sub-Divisions 

To the extent that SARS would not agree to terminate the Trust without incurring a 

significant Capital Gains sanction, it was agreed that – with the exception of the sub-

division occupied by Blackwoods Nursery - the terms relating to the agreement of sale 

entered into some years ago must now be actioned.  



 

 

Accordingly: 

 

 The transfer of the Bankpark is imminent. 

 

 The ex-restaurant (now occupied by Hereford Financial Services) is somewhat 

more complicated.  Contrary to City protocol, the facility currently shares a 

sewer line with an adjacent sub-division occupied by the Showgrounds proper.  

To the extent that the system functions perfectly, the indulgence of the 

Engineers Department is being sought in the hope that it won’t become 

necessary to construct (a costly) separate line.  This remains work-in-progress. 

 

 The facility occupied by Blackwoods Nursery is similarly complex as the sub-

division shares all its utilities with the Society.  It would cost in the region of R2M 

to separate the various functions and a final decision to transfer has been 

pended. 

 

Dros 

The Trust’s attorneys continue in their efforts to recoup the indebtedness of the ex-Dros 

proprietors. 

 

Hereford Financial Services 

Following a self-funded refurbishment of the ex Dros facility, Hereford Financial Services 

have comfortably settled into their new offices. 

 

Blackwoods / MacDonalds 

In terms of the agreement, the lease in respect of the nursery facility has been 

renewed for a further five years. 

 

 

STAFF 

For the third consecutive year, the Society was adjudged a B-BBEE: Level 2 Contributor; 

a pleasing grading that goes someway to enhancing business opportunities.   

 

Further, the year saw two changes of consequence: 

 

 The departure of Jenny Frazer – the Society’s experienced livestock secretary - 

who decided to immigrate to the United Kingdom. 

 The appointment of Janice Will to the position of personal secretary to the CEO. 

 

The remaining staff continue to fulfil their normal duties; and to their credit frequently 

go beyond the ‘call of duty’.      

 

Following the challenging interaction in 2014, the past year has been marked by  

cordial relations with Nehawu (the Union representing the Society’s hourly paid staff).   

 

 

OUTLOOK 

Notwithstanding appropriate controls and constant efforts to re-invent and think ‘out 

of the box’, The Royal Agricultural Society will unfortunately not escape the effects of 

prevailing (negative) macro-forces. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Amongst others, these include: 

 

 the continued diminution in the Business Confidence Index; 

 a depreciating currency that is certain to have a debilitating effect on costs; 

 unrealistic demands of trade unions at a time when unemployment is sitting at 

25% plus; 

 uncertainty resulting from prevarication on the part of Government in respect 

of Land Reform; and 

 with the strongest El Nino in fifty years, a likelihood that drought conditions will 

continue into the new season. 

.    

Whilst the collateral effect of these factors is self-evident, the bottom line in respect of 

the exhibition and conferencing industry is that clients tend to ‘stand back’ when 

confronted with issues of this type.  

 

Further, and despite the Society retaining its prominent position of being a conduit of 

bucolic marketing excellence; the relevance of agricultural shows worldwide is 

increasingly being questioned. 

 

Indeed, when ranked in terms of cost and efficiency, it is possible (many would argue) 

to achieve as much – if not more – via the web and the social media, than one could 

achieve at a show.   

 

Although one could raise a counter argument – especially in respect of the electronic 

media’s inability to cater for one-on-one interaction – there is no doubt that these 

budding concerns are increasingly becoming a reality.  

 

Accordingly, and taking cognisance of changing times, a sub-committee has been 

appointed to consider the Society’s current modus operandi.   

 

Let us be clear; whilst with care and commitment, the future of the Royal Agricultural 

Society is substantially secure, it is possible that the nature of the current model may in 

time have to change. 

 

Having said this, the 2016 financial year is upon us.  Accordingly, your Management 

and Executive committees are positively committed to ensuring the perpetuation of 

hosting high quality shows, and vigorously marketing our venues for conferences and 

functions.   

 

Both these endeavours will at all times be accompanied by prudent corporate 

governance.   

   

As always, I wish to thank the members of all committees, and especially those serving 

on Management and the Executive, for their contribution during the course of the past 

year. 

 

Also, and importantly, I wish to acknowledge the professional role played by Terry 

Strachan, our CEO, and his enthusiastic and competent team. 

 

 

 

 

MIKE MONCUR 

President 

 



 

 

 

THE SOCIETY’S SPONSORS 

 

The Royal Agricultural Society of Natal 

is most grateful to the following individuals, companies and 

organisations for their generous sponsorship and support during the past year 

 

AAM Malanseuns 

ABI McDonald Stuart Landscapes 

Agriwash Metro Car Sales 

ARC Midlands Mascor 

Big Beat Productions Msunduzi Municipality 

BKB Parklane Spar 

Blackwood's Nursery PMB Auto 

Booysens Refrigeration Pmb Chamber of Business 

CHC Caterers Radio Hindvani 

Christopher Duigan Radio Sonder Grense 

Daily News Reapers / Poldenvale 

Dairy Maid Nestle RPO 

Dalton Abattoir SAMIC 

De Laval Standard Bank 

East Coast Radio Stud Book 

Eqstra Sunday Tribune 

Ethekwini The Gardener 

Farmer's Weekly The Mercury 

First National Bank Tomlinson Mnguni James 

FMS Ukhozi Fm 

Garden & Home Veeplaas 

Gromor Vethouse 

Illovo Sugar Voermol 

Jacques Abattoir Witness 

KZN Tourism And numerous individuals 

 



 

 

2015 ROYAL SHOW 

RECIPIENTS OF MAJOR AWARDS 

(Crafts and Home Industries Awards are listed within the Section Report) 

 

PEDIGREE CATTLE  

The RAS Gold Cup 

(Beef Bull Supreme Champion) 

Epworth Angus 

 

The Sutherland Trophy 

(Beef Bull Reserve Supreme Champion) 

Simmentaler – Willem Botha 

 

The RAS Gold Cup 

(Beef Cow Supreme Champion) 

Devlan Limousins 

 

The Meadow Feeds Trophy 

(Beef Cow Reserve Supreme Champion) 

Zuikerkop Herefords 

 

The RAS Gold Cup 

(Dairy Supreme Champion) 

Jersey – J W Lotz 

 

The John Simpson Memorial Trophy 

(Dairy Reserve Supreme Champion) 

Holstein – Kevin Lang 

 

COMMERCIAL CATTLE 

Champion Commercial Animal on the Hoof 

Tim Hempson 

 

Champion Carcass 

University of KwaZulu-Natal 

 

PEDIGREE SHEEP 

The William Cooper & Nephews Floating Trophy 

(Supreme Champion Ram) 

Dormer – Rooihek Dormers 

 

The Epol Trophy 

(Supreme Champion Ewe) 

Dormer – Rooihek Dormers 

 

COMMERCIAL SHEEP 

Champion Lamb on the Hoof 

Dorper – G Lötter 

 

Champion Carcass 

Ile de France – RCH Ile de France 

 

 

 



 

 

COMMERCE & INDUSTRIES 

 

THE ROYAL COMMERCIAL FLOATING TROPHY 

Best and most outstanding display in an exhibition Hall 

KZNFLA Village Market 

 

 

THE ROYAL INDUSTRIAL FLOATING TROPHY 

Presented by the Society for the best and most outstanding display  

in an individual building 

Sheep and Wool Expo 

 

 

THE ‘HULAMIN’ FLOATING TROPHY 

Presented for the best and most outstanding display on an open site 

New Holland South Africa 

 

 

THE WESBANK TROPHY 

Presented for the most outstanding motor industry display 

Toyota SA Motors 

 

 

THE MERCURY TROPHY 

Presented by the Mercury Newspaper for the best display in  

The Mercury Festival of Fine Living Hall 

Dube Tradeport 

 

 

THE DAVID WING TROPHY 

Presented by the Society for the best display of  

‘light-duty’ agricultural equipment 

Husquvarna SA 

 

 

THE PIETERMARITZBURG CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AGRIQUIP FLOATING TROPHY 

Presented by the Chamber for the best display of   

‘heavy-duty’ agricultural equipment 

Mascor 

 

 

THE ORANGE BLOSSOM TROPHY 

Awarded for the best and most outstanding display of materials handling and 

construction equipment including heavy duty forestry machinery 

Komatsu 

 

 

THE PIETERMARITZBURG CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRIES FLOATING TROPHY 

Awarded to the exhibitor who has the best South African industrial display 

Cape Gate (Pty) Ltd 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 THE PIETERMARITZBURG CHAMBER OF BUSINESS TROPHY 

Awarded to a small business exhibitor 

G P Carpenter Snake Park 

 

 

DIE PIETERMARITZBURG SAKEKAMER SHIELD 

Awarded to the best display by an exhibitor who has not previously  

exhibited at the Royal Show 

Case Construction / CSE 

 

 

THE PIETERMARITZBURG CHAMBER OF  

COMMERCE AND INDUSTRIES AWARD 

Presented by the PCCI for the most outstanding trade exhibit by a member of the 

private sector, based in the greater Pietermaritzburg area, promoting the exhibitor’s 

products or services and promoting the prosperity and/or development of the 

greater Pietermaritzburg area 

NJR Steel Pietermaritzburg 

 

 

THE MUHL PERPETUAL FLOATING TROPHY 

Awarded to the best display by a Government Department 

South African Police Services 

 

 

THE TELKOM CUSTOMER CARE TROPHY 

Awarded to the exhibitor who, by virtue of the warm and helpful receptiveness  

of the staff and their knowledge and ability to deal with queries,  

together with the availability of requisite information, provides  

the highest standard of customer care and service 

Mascor 

 

 

THE ROYAL AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY TROPHY 

Awarded for special endeavour 

Subaru 

 

 

THE PRESIDENT’S TROPHY 

Awarded for special endeavour 

The Honey Hall 

 

 


