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THE ROYAL AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY OF NATAL 
Royal Showgrounds 

Howick Road 

Pietermaritzburg 

16 October 2017 

 

NOTICE OF MEETING 

 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE  

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

OF MEMBERS OF THE SOCIETY  

WILL BE HELD IN THE GRILL ROOM AT THE SHOWGROUNDS, PIETERMARITZBURG 

ON WEDNESDAY 8 NOVEMBER 2017 AT 15H00 TO TRANSACT THE FOLLOWING BUSINESS 
 
1. Notice convening the meeting 
 
2. Apologies for absence 
 
3. Confirmation of the Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 9 November 2016 
 
4. To receive and approve the Report on the general affairs of the Society to 30 June 2017, 

together with the audited financial statements to that date.  The Report and Financial 
Statements will be made available to any member who requests same and copies of the 
aforesaid documents will be available for inspection during normal working hours at the 
Society’s offices. 

 
5. To receive a report on the state of membership as at 30 June 2017 
 
6. To elect, if necessary, the Patron of the Society for the ensuing year 

 
7. To elect, if necessary, the Vice-Patron of the Society for the ensuing year 
 
8. To elect on the recommendation of the Executive Committee one or more Honorary Life 

Presidents and Honorary Life Vice-Presidents for the ensuing year. 

 
9. To elect on the recommendation of the Executive Committee one or more Honorary 

Presidents and Honorary Vice-Presidents for the ensuing year. 
 
10. To elect, if necessary, no more than eight members to serve on the Executive Committee 

for the ensuing year. 
 
11. To receive the name of the Chairperson and his/her alternate of each of the Standing 

Committees which Chairperson shall be automatically co-opted to the Executive 
Committee for the ensuing year. 

 
12. To elect an Auditor for the ensuing year. 
 
13. To agree, on the recommendation of the Executive Committee, the entrance fees and 

annual subscriptions for the various classes of membership for the ensuing year. 

 
14. To transact any General Business 

By order of the Committee 

T D STRACHAN 

CEO 
NOTES: 

(a) No candidate shall be eligible for election to the Executive Committee unless he has been 

nominated by two members of the Society and such nomination, endorsed with the candidate’s 

willingness to accept nomination, shall have been delivered to the Society’s offices at least seven 

days before the date for which the Annual General Meeting has been convened. 

(b) A meeting of the newly constituted Executive Committee will be held in the Committee Room at 

the conclusion of the Annual General Meeting for the purpose of electing a President and not more 

than two Vice-Presidents as well as to conclude any business of a pertinent or urgent nature.  



 

 

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE 

for the year ended 30 June 2017 

 
To be presented to Members at the Annual General Meeting of the Society 

to be held in the Grill Room at the Showgrounds, Pietermaritzburg 

on Wednesday, 8 November 2017 

 

 

AN OVERVIEW 

The Royal Agricultural Society generated a pre-tax surplus for the year of R1 413 855 

(against R1 529 050 in 2016); this despite the omnipresence of stagnant economic 

growth, depressed business sentiment and ongoing political uncertainties. 

 

Accepting that ‘cold-comfort’ is not a crutch; relative to peers in the conferencing 

and exhibition industry, the Society has performed reasonably well. 

 

Whilst both the Royal and Witness Garden shows were deemed by exhibitors and the 

public alike to have been a success, the 2017 Royal Show’s annualized contribution to 

revenue remained flat; this being the primary driver underlying the end result.  

 

On a positive note, Conferences and Functions experienced a pleasing 8,3% growth.  

 

The Society continues to keep a tight rein on expenditure, which at 4,8% is somewhat 

below that of the CPI.  Indeed, had it not been for the unexpected cost of having to 

reinforce the Dorpspruit River bank by way of gabions, year-on-year cost increases 

would have equated to a commendable 2,9%.  

 

Positives 

 Both the Royal and Witness Garden Shows were adjudged to have been 

successful, and despite initial concerns, the Livestock Section of the Royal Show 

saw increased participation. 

 

 Although business conditions remain challenging, the Royal Showgrounds 

continues to be a preferred venue for conferences and events.  In 2016/2017, this 

again included the UKZN Graduation, the KZN Nurses Graduation and the 

Opening of the Provincial Legislature.  

 

 For the fourth consecutive year, the Society was awarded a BEE Level 2 

Certificate of Compliancy. 

 

 An understanding to grant Prospect SA a contractual right to conduct a 

Feasibility Study and enjoy a First Right of Refusal in respect of an extension to the 

Bank Park, was agreed to. 

 

 The upgrade of the Society’s cattle handling facilities was completed. 

 

 With the approval of the AGM of 9 November 2016, and by way of excising 

provisions abrogated by disuse, the Royal Agricultural Society of Natal’s 

Constitution was updated.    

 

 2016/2017 saw the substantial refurbishment of the Rabbit Hall, the completion of 

the Royal Food Court upgrade and the enlarging of Gate 8 to cater for heavy 

duty vehicles.  Also, the Total Tower (in the Cattle Section) was reinforced and 

subjected to a major revamp.  



 

 

 

 The Sheep Section saw a new slab being laid on the grassed portion of land to 

the south-west of the clubhouse, thereby creating a second judging ring. 

 

 By way of gabions, the reinforcement of the Dorpspruit north bank, adjacent to 

KFC Tower, was completed. 

 

 The 2017 Royal Show was selected to host the Ile de France Nationals. 

 

 First National Bank and East Coast Radio joined Coca Cola Beverages as 

corporate sponsors of the 2017 Royal Show.  

 

 Following inordinately high water consumption spanning a lengthy period, 

several major leaks and what appeared to be an inadvertent supply to a third 

party, was discovered and rectified.   

 

 July 2016 saw the Olympia Hall being aesthetically converted into a ‘Cathedral’; 

the purpose being to host 3 000 congregants from around Southern Africa and 

the Vatican to the 200th anniversary of the Roman Catholic OMI Order.   

 

 The main arena was the selected venue for the funeral service of Roman 

Catholic Bishop, Barry Wood.  Despite inclement weather, the solemn but regal 

occasion saw around 4 000 mourners attending. 

 

 After a break of three years, the Witness returned to their previous Royal and 

Garden Show exhibition facility adjacent to the main arena, by way of a Security 

of Tenure agreement. 

 

 The Society’s efforts to increase Royal Show weekday attendance were, by way 

of certain ‘Super Friday’ inducements, successful. 

 

 In line with the longstanding request of farmers, the Royal Show Livestock 

programme was curtailed by one day, with the Interbreed and Gold Cup 

presentations taking place on the Wednesday as opposed to the Thursday of the 

show. 

 

 2017 was also the first occasion that sheep, goats and cattle participated jointly 

in the Gold Cup Parade and Presentation.   

 

 The Society’s website has been substantially updated. 

 

 With attendance standing at 18 002, an increase of 842 on a four day event in 

2015, the 2016 Garden Show was deemed to have been a success.   

 

 To enhance the accuracy of the foot count, and curtail scams, the Society made 

a decision to replace the identity card with biometric (fingerprint) access.   

 

 Following a decline in service standards on the part of the previous incumbent, 

it became necessary to appoint Occusec to oversee future security 

requirements. They creditably dealt with the complexities of the 2017 Royal Show 

in an admirable manner. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Negatives 

 Despite the Dros debt being the subject of a High Court sanctioned settlement 

agreement on 24 August 2016, the Defendant was unable to meet obligations 

on 23 June 2017.       

 

 In the interests of financial prudence, it was agreed that the Society would not 

be represented at the 2016 RASC Singapore Conference. 

 

 Following a six year partnership, the Landbank elected to withdraw their Royal 

Show corporate sponsorship. 

 

 During the course of the year, Variquip, a long-standing Royal Show exhibitor, 

was sequestrated, resulting in the Society incurring a bad debt in the quantum 

of R18 000. 

 

 Owing to the degradation of the Umgeni Walkway, it became necessary to 

remove the portion to the east of the Dhodas Bridge.  Salvaged material will be 

utilised to refurbish the remaining section. 

 

 With the exception of the champion lamb carcass, prices obtained at the 2017 

Royal Show Carcass Competition were disappointing. 

 

 In the light of persistent business challenges, the Royal Show witnessed a further 

reduction in construction and materials handling exhibits. 

 

 Having served the Society for 39 years of service, Dicks Reddy, the Deputy 

Grounds Superintendent, elected of his own volition to resign. 

 

 An unexpected and costly mechanical breakdown necessitated the replacing 

of the Society’s Ford Ranger LDV with a new vehicle; a long-wheel base GWM 1 

Tonner. 

 

 During the course of the year, the Showgrounds experienced a number of 

burglaries, primarily in Block B adjacent to the Victoria Siding. 

 

 Whilst both have recuperated, Barbara Shaw, the Society’s senior book-keeper, 

and Ken Easthorpe, the Society’s electrical contractor, experienced serious 

health issues.   

 

 

ROYAL SHOW – GENERAL ASSESSMENT 

In partnership with First National Bank, Coca-Cola Beverages and East Coast Radio, 

the 167th Royal Show took place from 26 May through 4 June, and whilst there were 

initial concerns, especially in respect of the first Saturday, warm and sultry weather 

prevailed throughout.  

 

Excluding livestock and the honey section, 432 exhibitors participated against 424 in 

2016.  

 

Possibly the result of Ramadan and exacerbated by a depressed economy, Royal 

Show attendance stood at 124 664, 7 599 or 5,7% down on the 132 263 patrons in 2016. 

 

Despite ongoing challenges, livestock entries were unexpectedly pleasing.  Farmers 

also welcomed the shortened version – from 7 to 6 days - of the cattle and sheep 

programmes.   



 

 

 

A full report on the Royal Show Livestock Section follows on page xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx  

 

The Sheep and Natural Fibre Expo continues to be a catalyst of interest and 

information, and with a mix of commercial exhibits, indigenous livestock and 

interactive demonstrations, 2017 didn’t disappoint. 

 

With success, a KZN leg of the Toyota Young Auctioneers Competition was introduced 

for the first time, and saw Gavin Matthews, a young farmer from Estcourt, achieving 

the honours.  He will now progress to the finals at the Alfa Show in Parys in September, 

and could possibly be chosen to represent South Africa in the Argentine in 2018. 

 

Ably overseen by Nozipho Ndiweni, the Royal Show hosted the SABC Education ‘Living 

Land Workshop’.  In partnership with the Department of Rural Development and Land 

Reform, the event took the form of a comprehensive and informative one-day 

program for 200 emerging farmers.  The exercise will be repeated in 2018.   

  

The industrial and commercial section of the show included a meaningful presence of 

agricultural and heavy-duty machinery, and despite a further reduction in 

construction equipment exhibitors owing to tough trading conditions; a number of 

blue-chip brands continued to successfully utilise the occasion for marketing and sales. 

 

With the exception of Hall 4B and Hall 10, the themed venues of recent years remains 

unaltered; the largest being The Mercury Food and Festival of Fine Living located in 

the Olympia Hall in the epicentre of the grounds.   

 

Owing to the non-participation of the Department of Correctional Services, the Royal 

Show saw the successful ‘Made in India Shopping Festival’ being extended to include 

Halls 3 and 4B, whilst Hall 10 was utilised for a ‘Pops, Moms and Tots’ Expo.     

 

The Crafts and Home Industries section remains vibrant, and retains its status as being 

one of the larger, if not the largest, displays of its kind in the country.    

 

In an effort to boost weekday attendance, the concept of a ‘Super Friday’ was 

introduced by way of a lower gate charge, evening entertainment, and added-value 

support on the part of caterers, exhibitors and the funfair.  With 10 397 visitors, 24% up 

on that of 2016, the experiment was deemed a success.  Indeed, it was the busiest 

Friday in four years.  

 

2017 saw the traditional social functions of past years giving way to a refreshed mix. 

 

The Corporate Sponsors evening was combined with the Standard Bank Gold Cup 

Dinner which took place on Wednesday evening.  With 300 guests, this grand occasion 

– following the Livestock Champions Parade and trophy presentations – was enjoyed 

by one and all.  The guest speaker was Paul Vonk, the Marketing Director of Mayford 

/ Sakata, who elicited a great deal of mirth, with a light-hearted presentation relating 

to changing times.   

 

With success, the Gold Cup Parade and Presentation saw the presence, for the first 

time, of Sheep and Goats.  

 

The Farmers Barbeque in the Cattle Arena on Monday evening replaced the Sheep 

Supper, and with music provided by Irish raconteur, Dave Monks, some 200 guests, 

representing all facets of the Shows agricultural sector, enjoyed the informal occasion.      

 



 

 

The Royal Show’s eclectic entertainment programme saw ongoing activities – several 

of an educational nature – taking place on the Riverstage as well as the Cattle and 

Main Arenas. 

 

These included: 

 

 A full equestrian programme underpinned by the Boerperd Champion and 

Showing Classes, followed later in the week with the South African National 

Women’s tentpegging team taking on the national women’s team of Jordan. 

 

In the case of Showing, the Royal Show is today acknowledged to be South 

Africa’s premier venue, and in line with this status, the occasion saw UK 

international judge, Lesley Whitehall, adjudicating.      

 

 The ever popular Royal Rock Concert took place on the first Saturday 

afternoon, with   The Black Lapels, Ard Matthews, Dan Patlansky and Locnville.  

 

 The Royal Vuma FM Concert took place on Sunday.  The line-up included Msizi 

Shembe, Makhosi Khozi, Linda ‘The Game’ and Siphokazi.  Regrettably, 

attendance was poor, and going forward, the station’s ‘pulling power’, vis a vis 

the region and the Royal Show, requires reassessment.    

 

 To cater for the vast number of school pupils visiting the Royal Show on the 

Wednesday and Thursday, ‘Working on Fire’ again arranged well supported 

lunch hour demonstrations; the purpose being to disseminate information in 

respect of the benefits, dangers and control of combustion.  

 

 The ever popular KZN dog agility championships were hosted in the main arena 

on the second Friday and Saturday morning.   

 

 Sponsored by Coca-Cola Beverages, the ‘Monster Activation Show’ took place 

on two occasions during the course of the second weekend.  With a 

combination of skateboarding, and BMX and endure bikes, the skills and 

dexterity of those performing, proved breath-taking.      

 

 Saturday afternoon saw the ‘good guys’ taking on the ‘rebels’ with action- 

packed car stunts themed on the ‘Mad Max’ show.  

 

 In partnership with Hindvani FM, the second Saturday evening saw the hosting 

of the Royal Extravaganza; a festival of music, dance and comedy.  This was 

the only event that extended into the late evening, but despite the cold, the 

occasion was well supported. 

 

 The full KZN Symphony Orchestra returned to the main arena on the final 

Sunday morning, with a two hour concert.  Under the baton of Richard Cock, 

the occasion saw around 2 000 guests enjoying a repertoire based on the music 

of Andrew Lloyd Webber.   

 

 This was followed later in the day with the traditional RSG Concert featuring Lee 

Vaughn, Wynand and Cheree Strydom, Anton Goosen and Robbie Wessels.  

Regrettably, the event coincided with an up run of the Comrades Marathon.  

This resulted in severe traffic congestion, which will have contributed to the 

lower attendance, compared to that of previous years.   



 

 

 

 

 On a positive note, it is understood that 2017 will be the last occasion where the 

Comrades Marathon takes place concurrently with the Royal Show.  

 

 The River Stage continues to afford the younger generation with an 

educational and entertaining experience.  This included the Fun Science Secret 

Lab, shark dissections and fitness demonstrations.     

 

 Following the departure of livestock, the well-supported second round of the 

Powasol Enduro-X series took place in the Cattle Arena during the course of the 

final weekend. It is likely that this may well become a permanent feature of 

future shows.  

 

From a marketing perspective, the 2017 Royal Show campaign appears to have 

largely met expectations. 

 

By way of social media, and the commendable support of Independent Newspapers, 

Media 24, East Coast Radio and others, the exercise remains broad-based. 

 

The Royal Show Facebook page enjoyed over 4 000 new likes, and just on 150 000 

persons visited the newly-designed website.  Whilst still in its infancy, online ticket sales 

increased to 1 479, compared to 437 and 292 in 2016 and 2015 respectively. 

 

In an effort to enhance the accuracy of the foot count, and curtail access scams, the 

Society made a decision to replace the identity card issued to exhibitors and 

members, with a biometric (fingerprint) access system.   

 

Regrettably, tardiness in registration proved to be particularly taxing in the immediate 

lead-up and first two days of the Show.  Thereafter – although an element of fine-

tuning is still required - the system largely met expectations.    

 

In line with past years and in an effort to glean views of participants, a simple electronic 

questionnaire asking: ‘In terms of your expectations, how would you rank your 

participation in the 2017 Royal Show out of 10’ was circulated to exhibitors. 

 

The results were as follows: 

 

 

Score 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 

% of responses 17,5 10,5 22,2 15,7 11,5 10,5 5,9 3,1 1,6 1,5 

 

  

The Royal is indebted to and acknowledges the support of the numerous sponsors – in 

cash and kind – who contributed to the success of the show, and especially First 

National Bank, Coca-Cola Beverages and East Coast Radio.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ROYAL SHOW ATTENDANCES 

 

 2017 2016 2015 2014 2013 2012 2011 

Day 1 .......................  7 184 5 907 6 268 7 399 7 539 8 068 9 312 

Day 2  ......................  17 285 24 056 25 859 23 170 18 881 20 028 20 434 

Day 3 .......................  14 329 15 232 14 826 21 275 19 805 19 655 16 639 

Day 4  ......................  5 542 5 885 5 984 7 376 7 161 8 357 6 763 

Day 5  ......................  5 986 6 463 6 631 6 875 7 017 8 447 7 102 

Day 6  ......................  12 379 12 613 13 855 14 376 11 203 11 598 12 932 

Day 7  ......................  17 674 17 544 15 201 13 825 14 849 17 252 13 945 

Day 8  ......................  10 397 8 384 7 907 10 281 9 971 10 891 9 391 

Day 9  ......................  23 942 24 139 23 317 25 259 24 218 26 788 25 598 

Day 10  ....................  9 946 11 940 12 795 15 420 21 550 22 367 24 196 

 124 664 132 163 132 643 145 256 142 194 153 451 146 312 

 

 

2017 ROYAL SHOW - LIVESTOCK 

With a plethora of challenges confronting the agricultural sector, initial expectations 

were conservative. 

 

This notwithstanding, it was both surprising and pleasing to note a moderate increase 

in livestock entries.   

 

Comparative numbers for 2017 and 2016 were made up as follows:  

 

 2017 2016 

Goats, fat lamb and sheep breeds 558 473 

Cattle  504 498 

Total 1062 971 

 

There were 308 stud cattle on show, boosted by increased Brahman and Limousin 

entries.  Also, and following a lengthy absence, Dexters returned with a pleasing entry 

of 17 animals, several from as far afield as Bloemfontein.  

 

153 steers took part in the commercial classes, including a number of new exhibitors.  

One of these, the Mtubatuba Mini Farm educational project in Zululand, performed 

particularly well in the Carcass Competition. 

 

Unfortunately, the heifer and weaner commercial classes proved disappointing, with 

only 43 entries received.  

 

With a doubling in size, the Cattle Expo was well supported.  The component was 

especially privileged to have on display the highly prized Wagyu breed, as well as the 

RPO ‘painted cow’ (intended to illustrate the location of various meat cuts).   

 

They were joined by Brangus, Dexter, Brahman, Tuli, Braunvieh, Beefmaster and Nguni.  

 

Breed representatives made an effort to choreograph their displays in an attractive 

manner, and the overall experience provided a meaningful marketing and 

educational opportunity for all stakeholders.   

 



 

 

Total sheep and goat numbers stood at 558 compared to 473 in 2016. 

 

At 260, sheep stud entries were well up on the 157 of last year.  Numbers were boosted 

by 101 Ile de France, who were hosting their National Championships.   

 

Whilst Fat Lamb and Goat entries also saw an improvement, regrettably, there was no 

SA Mutton Merino presence.   

 

The 2017 Royal Show Carcass Competition, held in the Sheep Expo Hall on Tuesday 

evening, 30 May, saw 14 buyers, a marked reduction on the 25 of last year.  

 

Now in its 26th year, and having set three national and one international record; the 

occasion is acknowledged by breeders and buyers alike, to be a premier event on 

the South African Red Meat calendar. 

 

With the support of SAMIC, the Pork Producers Organisation and Oscars Meats, a 

carcass competition for emerging pig farmers was introduced; this to cater for 

breeders who have only been in the business for three years or less.  Pleasingly, the 

standard was noticeably high, with the Champion being adjudged 94,17%.   

 

At the request of breeders – and falling outside of the SAMIC competition - 2017 also 

saw the introduction of a Super Lamb and Super Ox category; the purpose being to 

acknowledge higher weight excellence.  

 

Whilst the overall quality was deemed to be of a high standard; save for the Champion 

and Reserve Champion Lambs, bidding was lacklustre and no record prices were set.   

 

Accordingly, the Royal Shows record status remains unaltered as follows: 

 

Lamb 2007 R3 000 / kg National and international record 

Beef 2015 R150 / kg National record 

Pork 2016 R95 / kg National record 

 

The final carcass competition and auction results were as follows: 

 
Lamb 

Competition 

 

% Breeder Breed Price 

per kg 

Buyer 

Champion ** 99,37 

 

Regina Harmse 

 

Ile de France R1 350 
Oyster Box 

Hotel 

1st Reserve 

 
99,29 G J Hoon White Dorper R425 

Willowton 

Meats 

2nd Reserve 98,27 W J C Reitz White Dorper R425 
Kennedy Meat 

Market 

Super Lamb 

 
93,12 T Steenkamp 

Suffolk x 

Dormer 
R275 

Oyster Box 

Hotel 

Champ 

European 

Genetics ** 

99,37 Regina Harmse Ile de France R1 350 
Oyster Box 

Hotel 

Reserve 

European 

Genetics 

91,20 J Roarty Ile de France R260 
Kennedy Meat 

Market 

Champion 

Group 

 

N/A ATKA White Dorper R230 

Willowton 

Meats 

 



 

 

Reserve 

Champion 

Group 

N/A G J Hoon White Dorper R90 
Kennedy Meat 

Market 

 

**  The same carcass 

 

  Beef 

Competition 

 

     

Champion 

 
97,78 

Mtubatuba Mini 

Farm 
Bonsmara R70 

Oyster Box  

Hotel 

1st Reserve  
97,34 

Ferrero Bonsmara 

 
Bonsmara R47 Taylors Meat 

2nd Reserve 
94,82, Ferrero Bonsmara Bonsmara R46 

Hlope Butchery 

 

Super Ox 

 
87,63 

Vryheid Landbou 

Skool 
Bonsmara R47 

Oyster Box 

Hotel 

Champion Group 
N/A Ferrero Bonsmara 

Bonsmara 

 
R46 

Willowton 

Meats 

Reserve 

Champion Group 
N/A 

Mtubatuba Mini 

Farm 
Bonsmara 

 
Not sold 

      

Pork competition 

 

     

Champion 

 
96,34 

Joseph Baynes 

Estate (Gerd Baum) 
PIC R30 

Oyster Box 

Hotel 

1st Reserve 

 
94,94 

Craig McCord 
Topig R26 

Oyster Box 

Hotel 

2nd Reserve 
93,94 

Butt Farming 

 
Topig R26 

Shaams 

Butchery 

Champion 

Carcass Emerging 

Farmer 

94,17 

N F Mbalo 

PIC R26 
Oyster Box 

Hotel 

Reserve 

Champion 

Carcass Emerging 

Farmer 

93,79 

N F Mbalo 

PIC 

 

Not sold 

 

 

All three champion carcasses (pork, beef and lamb) were purchased by The Oyster 

Box Hotel, the epicurean standards of which are recognised nationally.  

 

Accolades in respect of the winning Beef Champion Carcass and the Reserve 

Champion Group were awarded to the Mtubatuba Mini Farm educational project.  

This is the third occasion in recent years that an academic institution has achieved 

Championship status; a development that augers well for livestock production, on the 

part of the youth.  

 

Events surrounding the 2017 Royal Show Carcass Competition concluded with the 

SAMIC Awards Dinner held in Vryburg (North West Province).  At this time, the following 

acknowledgment was received: 

 

 The Largest Agricultural Show in South Africa Hosting a National Carcass 

Competition 

 

 The Best Emerging Pork Show in South Africa 

 



 

 

 The Best Commercial Pork Show in South Africa 

 

 The Third Best Lamb Show in South Africa 

 

 Commercial pork individual classes 

 

1st Place (entered by Joseph Baynes Estate) 

2nd Place (entered by G McCord) 

5th Place (entered by Hogan Stud) 

 

 Commercial Pork Group classes 

 

3rd Place (entered by G McCord) 

4th Place (entered by G McCord) 

 

 Emerging Farmer Pork individual classes 

 

2nd Place (entered by NF Mbalo) 

3rd Place (entered by NF Mbalo) 

 

 Emerging Farmer Pork Group Classes 

 

1st Place (entered by NF Mbalo) 

2nd Place (entered by NF Mbalo) 

 

 Lamb Individual classes 

 

6th Place (entered by R Harmse) 

 

 

Note: 

The major award recipients are listed on page ……….   

 

 

BIRDS 

 

With a contracting economy and the first reports of the outbreak of Avian Flu, entries 

were moderately down on that of 2016.  

 

Be that as it may, feedback received indicated that the section met the expectations 

of both breeders and the public alike.   

 

POULTRY 

With over sixty members (the second largest in the country) The Natal and Coast 

Poultry Club enjoyed another successful year. 

 

Royal Show entries peaked at 705, with a marked increase in the number of juniors.  

 

Public interest was exceptional, and the sale section again allowed the public to 

purchase birds without detracting from the show per se.  

 

To complement a number of social and educational events, the Club again hosted 

the Oxford Gamefowl show in mid-June. With significant out of province participation, 

the occasion saw some 500 entries being received. 



 

 

 

PIETERMARITZBURG BUDGERIGAR CLUB 

The Club has had another successful year with one of the positives being a slight 

increase in membership.    

  

The Club staged a two day Provincial Budgerigar Show on behalf of the Association 

for Wild-Type and Exhibition Budgies of South Africa.  This took place during the first 

weekend of the Royal Show.  The event attracted an entry of 180 birds, with exhibitors 

hailing from KZN, Gauteng and Limpopo Provinces.  

 

This ‘show within a show’ was followed by an exhibit of Budgies. This saw considerable 

public interest, and participants managed to sell 35 birds during the period.  

 

SA FANCY PIGEON CLUB   

The 2017 Royal Show saw 435 high quality birds on display, a reasonable entry but well 

down on the record entry of 750 in 2016.  

 

The section continues to focus on enthusing and mentoring junior members.  

  

 

RABBITS 

With 432 entries, and 27 exhibitors, the Royal Show – for the first time - was over-

subscribed.  At the eleventh hour, this necessitated the construction of an extra 100 

cages. 

 

Karoline Steenekamp from Cape Town commendably oversaw the judging process, 

and generally the quality was deemed to be of a high standard.   
 

Public interest, as always, was excellent, and pleasing sales of both rabbits and rabbit 

products were recorded.  Also, a number of new members were signed up. 
 

In addition to the Royal, monthly Sunday afternoon table shows were held from April 

to October which were well supported, as was the October Championship Show. 

 

 

HONEY 

With further upgrades to the facility, and the upping of the ante in terms of display, 

2017 exceeded the expectations of all stakeholders.  This translated into the Honey 

Hall being awarded the Pietermaritzburg Chamber of Commerce trophy in the 

category ‘Best Small Business Exhibit’. 

  

The year saw a record entry, with in excess of 600 bottles on display. 

 

Despite this pleasing development, only one out of province entry was received; this 

being due to the tight economy, and prevailing drought conditions in the Western 

Cape.   

 

Judging was overseen by Reg Morgan from Queenstown, and he was ably supported 

by Kim McCall Linnea Cooper and Matt Walker. 

 

Sarah da Silva produced the champion bottle, and Sheila McCall walked away with 

most of the trophies.  All-in-all, a special year for the ladies! 

 

The novice section was well supported, and Steve Smith, a new member, received the 

lion’s share of the prizes in this category.  



 

 

 

Aside from displays, the section concentrated on disseminating information. This 

included the all-important subject of ‘honey fraud’, where the adulterated product is 

passed as the genuine item to unsuspecting consumers.  

 

 

EQUESTRIAN 

Following the success of 2016; with a mix of disciplines, the SA Boerperd returned to 

the Royal Show with a full and eclectic programme. Some 30 competitors – many from 

out of province - participated, and positive feedback was received. 

 

The Royal has evolved into becoming their preferred location, and indications point 

to the SA Boerperd becoming a permanent feature of future shows. 

 

 In a similar vein, the Royal’s aspiration to be the premier equestrian Showing venue in 

the country has been largely realised.  This component continues to grow, and by way 

of including international judges of the ilk of Lesley Whitehall in 2017, the credibility and 

prestige of the section is nationally acknowledged.  

 

The final three days of the Royal Show equestrian programme focused exclusively on 

international tentpegging, with the SA Protea’s ladies team taking on that of Jordan.  

The thrilling event was well supported, and despite competition being ‘nail-biting’ at 

times, the event concluded with a 527 to 452 victory for the Proteas.  

 

The main arena also saw the hosting of the annual Pony Show in July 2016.  With over 

60 horses, this competitive but fun-filled event for youngsters continues to ably serve 

as a learning precursor for their endeavours going forward.   

   

 

CRAFTS & HOME INDUSTRIES    

Although 2017 entries were well down of that of last year, the section maintains a high 

standard.   

 

Also, and to the extent that the varied constituent parts making up the display are 

diverse, compliments must be extended to the small band of ladies and gentlemen, 

who voluntarily give of their time to bring it all together. 

 

With (amongst others) illustrative displays of lace making, weaving, tatting, leather 

work, embroidery, knitting, jam-making, photography and wood work, the Hall 

continues to elicit significant interest and foot-traffic.  

 

The experienced panel of judges were suitably impressed with the quality of exhibits, 

with the overall winners being: 

 

 Overall champion – Tina Mossmer 

 Overall champion runner –up – Jane Henstock 

 Junior champion – Nicola-Paige Hanegraaf  

 Senior champion schools - Newton Prevocational School  

 Preparatory champion schools – Howick Prep 

 Womens Institute champions – Swartkop Valley Womens Institute 

 

 

 



 

 

 

MARKETING    

By way of perpetuating the trend of recent years, the Royal Agricultural Society’s 

marketing campaigns, are increasingly weighted in favour of the social media.  

 

This notwithstanding, extensive use continues to be made of the mainline press, 

appropriate agricultural publications and the broadcast media  

 
The Royal Show Facebook page enjoyed over 4 000 new likes – pushing the total 

number of persons connecting with the Show to well over 15 000. Just on 150 000 

people visited the newly-designed website, with 66 000 taking place during the show. 

 

Online ticket sales saw further growth to close on 1 500 as opposed to 437 last year 

and 292 in 2015. 

 

Various social media campaigns were executed, yielding impressive reach and 

engagement statistics.  

 

Ticket Giveaway Competitions showed the best results with a reach of 551 082, 

followed by the Royal Rock Competition with 152 240, and the Royal Show Laser Tag 

Competition with a reach of 32 239.  

 

2017 social media posts witnessed enhanced interaction with over 49 400 people 

engaging on social media. Royal Show South Africa is now positioned sixth in the list of 

the agricultural shows of the Commonwealth on Facebook.  

 

Overall Statistics Comparison 

 

 2014 2015 2016 2017 

Page Likes Not available 8157 11448 15 476 

New Facebook 

Likes 

2116 4126  3621*  4028* 

Website traffic 24398 55630 97977 149 182** 

 N/A N/A 21 848 66182*** 

Online tickets 

sold 

0 292 437 1479**** 

 

*No paid likes campaign was implemented this year, as per previous years. Budget 

was invested in pushing online tickets, instead. Nevertheless, over 3500 likes were 

organically achieved.  

**For duration of campaign  

***For duration of Show 

****Private tickets sales – 1112; Corporate ticket sales – 367 

 

 

SPONSORSHIP 

The Royal Show was delighted to have First National Bank participating as a corporate 

sponsor in 2017.  As far as can be ascertained – following an unbroken association of 

167 years - the Royal Agricultural Society is the banks oldest South African client, and 

to have them partner the Society in this instance was a great privilege. 

 

 



 

 

Whilst the Society acknowledges with appreciation the support of numerous 

benefactors, special acknowledgement is extended to the following organisations 

where a contribution in excess of R50 000 in cash or kind was received. 

 

 First National Bank 

 Coca Cola Beverages South Africa  

 East Coast Radio 

 Standard Bank 

 The Witness 

 The Mercury 

 Radio Sonder Grense 

 

A full list of sponsors appears on page XXXX. 

 

 

HONORARY LIFE MEMBERSHIP 

No recipients in 2017.      

 

 

ROYAL AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY OF THE COMMONWEALTH - RASC 

Although the Royal Agricultural Society of Natal remains a committed member of the 

RASC, it was decided at management level to not have representation at the 2016 

Singapore Conference.  In the interest of prudence, the decision was driven by current 

socio-economic trends. 

 

During the course of the year, Michael Lambert, the Honorary Secretary of the RASC, 

visited South Africa, and the Society was pleased to have an opportunity to discuss 

matters of common interest as well as extend appropriate courtesies. 

 

 

2016 WITNESS GARDEN SHOW 

Despite inclement weather on the opening day, the balance of the weekend saw 

comfortably warm and dry conditions prevailing.   

  

The 2016 show, themed ‘Fashion Fantasy’, coincided with the 41st anniversary of this, 

the oldest and largest horticultural exposition (modelled on the Chelsea Flower Show 

concept) in the Southern hemisphere. 

 

It is not uncommon for the Garden Show to concurrently host a synergistic congress or 

horticultural event aligned to the green industry and this year saw delegates from 

around South Africa successfully partnering the event with the national Floriate Indaba 

and Exhibition. 

 

Whilst the show remains primarily a conduit of display for landscapers and the green 

industry - with the piece de resistance being the feature gardens - the event continues 

to have a strong focus on the conservation of natural resources, as well as sensitising 

and enthusing the youth in respect of broadband sustainability.  

 

To complement displays by seed producers, green industry support services and 

manufacturers of tools and implements, the show affords an opportunity to general 

and specialised growers and nurseries to introduce and make plant material available 

to the public for purchase.  

 

With a number of suppliers having sold-out prior to the shows conclusion, participation 

in the commercial sector was deemed to have been a success. 



 

 

  

As an aside, and based on its congruity with homes and gardens; this year’s event, by 

way of adding ‘canine and feline soul’, for the first time included the nationally 

acclaimed WODAC - World of Dogs and Cats - exhibition.  

  

The addition markedly enhanced the visitor mix, many of whom came from out of 

province. 

   

Heritage Day is synonymous with the ubiquitous South African braai (barbeque), and 

in partnership with Bluff Meat Supplies; a dedicated area including readymade gas 

fires, braai packs and entertainment was successfully set aside. 

 

Overall attendance stood at 18 002, some 842 up on 2015; a pleasing result bearing in 

mind that 2015 was a four, as opposed to the current years three day show.  

 

Following a difficult period, this was the second year of the partnership between the 

Royal Agricultural Society and Tanya Visser, the Editor of the Gardener.  Despite the 

learning curve, and whilst the entity has only just ‘graduated from crawling to walking’, 

there is no doubt that the reinvented recipe appears to be working for all stakeholders.   

Whilst a plethora of constituent parts contribute to the show’s success, the primary 

magnet remains the feature gardens.   

 

In 2016, these included: 

 

 Mbombela (Nelspruit) Municipality 

 Keith Kirsten (by Greg Dowsett Landscapers) 

 Royal Agricultural Society (by Dave Moore)  

 Anina’s Miniature Garden 

 Midlands Rose Society 

 SANBI (South African National Biodiversity Institute) 

 Elsa Pooley Landscapes 

 Rosehurst 

 Plantimex 

 Alex Marsh Landscapes 

 Ethekwini (Durban) Municipality 

 Parklane Superspar (by Gordon Stuart Landscaping) 

 Malanseuns (by Garvin Landscapes) 

 Kwadukuza (Stanger / Ballito) Municipality 

 Sol Plaatje (Kimberley) Municipality 

 Msunduzi (Pietermaritzburg) Municipality 

 The Gardener 

 First Dutch Brands (by Leon’s Landscapes) 

 

In terms of the criteria applicable to international shows, the panel of judges made up 

of respected national landscapers, Sue Tarr and Terry van der Riet, overseen and 

moderated by David Davidson (for many years and currently the designer of South 

Africa’s award winning annual Chelsea exhibit), adjudicated as follows: 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Bronze 

 

First Dutch Brands (by Leon’s Landscapes)  

Malanseuns (by Garvin Landscape Designs) 

Elsa Pooley Landscapes 

Alex Marsh Landscapes 

Plantimex (by Bronwyn Jordaan Landscaping) 

 

Silver 

 

Kwadukuza (Stanger) Municipality 

SANBI 

Midlands Rose Society 

Msunduzi (Pietermaritzburg) Municipality 

 

Gold 

 

Mbombela (Nelspruit) Municipality 

Sol Plaatje (Kimberley) Municipality 

Keith Kirsten (by Greg Dowsett Landscaping) 

Parklane Superspar (by Gordon Stuart Landscaping) 

The Gardener magazine 

 

Gold with Laurels 

 

The Royal Agricultural Society – Dave Moore 

eThekwini (Durban) Municipality 

 

 

Commendably, the eThekwini Municipality with a design created by Francois Lenferna 

was awarded an unqualified 100%; this being only the second occasion that an 

accolade of this excellence has been conferred in South Africa.  

 

The Awards Cocktail function took place in the Parks Hall on the Friday evening, with 

the guest of honour being Paul Vonk, the marketing director of Mayford Seeds Sakata. 

 

In passing, Mayfords also sponsored much of the music, not only on the evening of the 

Awards Function, but also in the Parks Hall for much of the show.  This included a 

Baroque quartet and renowned pianist, Christopher Duigan.  

 

In line with the reinvented persona of the show, 2016 saw a number of new trophies 

sponsored by Effekto, Protek, The Gardener and the Royal Agricultural Society being 

presented for the first time. 

 

Recipients and Special Award Certificates were as follows:  

 

eThekwini (Durban) Municipality - Best on Show Feature Garden 

eThekwini (Durban) Municipality – Best Municipal Feature Garden  

Kwadukuza (Stanger / Ballito) Municipality – Most Improved Municipality 

Sol Plaatje (Kimberley) Municipality – CEO Award 

 

In line with a number of peer shows around the world, the input of the layman is sought 

and valued.   

 



 

 

To this end, the Top 10 of the People’s Choice (twelve in total as there are two ties) 

were: 

 

1 eThekwini Municipality 

2 The Midlands Rose Society 

3 Parklane Spar (by Gordon Stuart Landscaping)  

4 The Royal Agricultural Society (by Dave Moore) 

5 Mbombela Municipality 

6 The Gardener and Die Tuinier magazines 

6 Sol Plaatjie Municipality 

7 Keith Kirsten (by Greg Dowsett Landscaping)  

8 Kwadukuza Municipality 

9 South African National Biodiversity Institute - SANBI 

10 Elsa Pooley Landscapes 

10 Msunduzi Municipality 

  

 

Aside from feature gardens, the mix of horticulturally aligned and ancillary exhibits 

continues to grow.  Amongst others, these included: 

 

 A daily programme of well attended lectures. 

 

 The Floriate Indaba and Exhibition.  This national conference saw attendance 

from a number of delegates from abroad, including Mark Pampling, Floriate’s 

guest of honour and internationally renowned floral artist from Australia.   

 

Whilst the business side was confined to perfunctory plenary and breakaway sessions; 

the participation of the 200 or so artistically gifted delegates, translated into a number 

of features that added significant value to the show. 

 

Most notable was the fashion parade held in the Parks Hall on the eve of the show’s 

opening; a glittering affair which by way of a preview, was open to the public for the 

first time.  All ensembles were horticulturally themed, with several consisting – almost 

entirely – of colour-filled virgin plant material.   

 

At the conclusion of the fashion show, all items modelled were displayed on life-sized 

mannequins positioned strategically in the Parks Hall for the balance of the show.   

 

 Regional garden clubs, with displays that received approbation from judges 

and the public alike.  Most notably, Cramond was awarded a Silver, Hilton a 

Gold and the Potpourri Club a Gold with Laurels. 

 

 The Bonsai Society, with a return of a perennially interesting display. 

 



 

 

 The Clivia Society; equally pleasing, despite the fact that late September sees 

the flowering season drawing to an end.  

 

 Plantae Orchids.  Once again, a well-choreographed exhibit accompanied by 

good sales. 

 

 KZN Bee Farmers Association.  This exhibit covered the life cycle of bees, 

culminating in the production of South Africa’s finest honey and apiarian 

products.  Commendably the hall won the trophy for the ‘Best Specialist 

Display’.  

 

 The Quilters Guild.  With outstanding displays of quilting at its best; this has been 

a valued component of the Garden Show for many years.  Also, to ensure 

congruity, commendable efforts are made by the guild each year to abide by 

the theme.   

 

 Floral and general art displays.  By way of a mix of genres; graphic and canvas 

art has over the past four years played an increasingly important role in the 

show.  Aside from eliciting interest, 2016 saw good sales being reported.   

 

 The Baking and Creating with Illovo Hall.  This special exhibit has, since inception, 

formed an integral part of the occasion, and is today acknowledged to be the 

premier display of icing in South Africa.  

 

With eighteen schools participating, this valued sub-section continues to focus on 

sustainability, the ‘green revolution’ and the safeguarding of resources; this by way of 

the show being a conduit of interest, competition and information. 

 

With the support of Coca Cola, the following schools were adjudged winners in the 

competitive classes: 

 

 

GARDEN DESIGN    RECYCLING PROJECT   

 

First 

Gert Maritz Primary School   Clarendon Primary School    

 

Second 

Allandale Primary School   Allandale Primary School 

 

Third 

Northern Park Primary School  HS Ebrahim School  

 

Other ancillary activities saw the utilisation of Hall 10; this by way of an exhibit focused 

largely on casual apparel for Mums and Tots, but also including a mini Kids Zone.  This 

was successfully overseen by the Durban Events Company. 

 

Also, the Royal Agricultural Society Crafts Hall, with displays by botanical artists as well 

as a selection of crafts, jewellery and glassware, was opened for the first time outside 

of a Royal Show; a move that was well received. 

 

Often referred to as Happy Earth, Hall 4, with displays from a variety of NGO’s 

committed to preserving the environment, was superbly presented in terms of 

evocative lighting and an interesting mix of well-designed and informative 

presentations. 



 

 

 

For the first time at the Garden Show, the main arena assumed a pleasing and frenetic 

persona occupying the entire 10 000 square metres.  These included: 

 

 ongoing canine judging of the ‘best of the best’; 

 

 dog agility displays; and 

 

 the ever-popular Midlands 4x4 course. 

 

In terms of satisfying culinary aspirations, the Royal Food Court, the Gourmet Food Hall 

and the Braai, Music and Chill Zone provided a satisfying range of food and beverage 

catering for all tastes. 

 

This notwithstanding, it has been suggested that a light fine dining luncheon 

component be introduced and, going forward, this will be considered. 

 

If it is accepted that an aesthetically pleasing and healthy environment and the well-

being of society are inextricably linked, it follows that the Witness Garden Show fulfils a 

public service of consequence. 

 

By way of an adjunct; in 2016 – and utilising to best benefit, the attractive Dorpspruit 

that traverses the Royal Showgrounds, the occasion saw the hosting of  a plastic ‘duck 

dash’. The proceeds of the initiative equated to R16 000, every cent for the benefit of 

CHOC (The Childhood Cancer Foundation). 

 

The successful marketing campaign was again underpinned by The Witness. Most 

notably, they also printed a thirty-two page Show Guide which many felt was the best-

ever supplement supporting a Royal show-ground event.  

 

Credit is also due to The Witness for their magnanimous support in both cash and kind. 

 

Whilst one is reluctant to resort to clichés, it is abundantly clear that, whist not as yet 

perfect, the re-invented Witness Garden Show  - now in its second year - is fully 

deserving of the description ‘Bigger and Better’; an assessment vindicated by the 

positive feedback received. 

 

 

CONFERENCES, FUNCTIONS & EVENTS 

Despite challenging economic conditions and various cost pressures, 2017 saw the 

Royal Showgrounds hosting a number of successful functions.  

 

Larger events included: 

 

 The Roman Catholic Church celebrating the 200th Anniversary of the O M I (the 

Order of Mary Immaculate).  At this time, the Olympia Hall was tastefully and 

realistically converted to a persona approaching that of a small cathedral.  The 

event saw 2 000 international delegates attending, including representatives 

from the Vatican. 

 

 In February/March 2017 the Royal Agricultural Society was once again pleased 

to host the official Opening of the Kwa-Zulu Natal Legislature overseen by King 

Goodwill Zwelithini.  With an attendance approximating 3 000, the grand 

occasion extends over three days. 



 

 

 The Showgrounds continue to be the preferred venue in respect of the 

Graduation ceremonies of both the University of Kwazulu-Natal and the Nurses 

College.  

 

Other repeat annual events included: 

 

 The Truevine Church conference 

 The NCT Forestry Conference 

 Parklane Wine Festival 

 Pietermaritzburg Chamber of Business - Women in Business Banquet 

 The Mandela Day Marathon Registration and Expo 

 The Sabmiller conference 

 The Kwanalu Congress 

 Office of the Premier Employee Medical Aid (GEMS) seminar 

 The South African Police Services Medal Parade 

 

As an aside, the Society’s facilities continue to be used extensively for storage and 

logistics support, especially in respect of the new vehicle motor industry. 

 

In a competitive environment, service excellence and customer centricity has never 

been more important in retaining existing clients and attracting new business.  The 

Royal Agricultural Society is acutely aware that both ideals must remain pre-eminent. 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

 

 2017 2016 2015 2014 2013 2012 2011 

Adults 1 114 1 341 1 470 1 494 1 486 1 446 1 296 

Juniors 122 182 183 184 160 189 158 

Life 27 88 90 83 86 85 81 

Total 1 263 1 611 1 743 1 761 1 732 1 720 1 535 

 

Whilst one could postulate the rationale underlying the diminution in numbers; it is 

probable that this is due to reticence to register for the biometric system, coupled with 

changing values, whereby membership of clubs and associations are no longer 

deemed fashionable.       

 

 

OBITUARY 

The Society regrets the passing of any member during the course of the year. 

 

In particular, and inadvertent omissions aside, special mention must be made of; 

 

 Harry Tully – an Honorary Life Member, and a participant and committed office 

bearer on the Pig and Sheep committees for more than 50 years  

 Rowly Waller – a past General Manager (1994 to 1996)   

 Ann Duckworth – Secretary of the Crafts and Home Industries Section 

 Una Watson – a loyal and talented Member of the Floriate and the Garden 

Show committee  

 Arlene McDonald – wife of Past President Ron McDonald 

 Trevor Marwick – husband of Lynn Marwick, an Honorary Life Member and a 

longstanding doyen of the Cattle Section  



 

 

 

ROYAL MEWS TRUST 

With a profit before tax of R1 865 053 (against R1 780 990 in 2016), the Trust had a 

successful year.  

 

The Trust continues to enjoy an agreeable relationship with its three primary tenants 

being Prospect SA in respect of the Bank Park, Hereford Financial Services and Mike 

McDonald, being the principle lessee in respect of the Nursery. 

 

Two adjustments of consequence took place during the course of the year: 

 

 To cater for the inclusion of registered diagrams, the lease agreement with 

Mike McDonald, via his nominee The Sedgley Trust, was redrawn (without 

significant amendment) and noted in the Title Deed. 

 

 In terms of the lease agreement with Prospect SA, an updated valuation was 

agreed to for the ensuing five year period; this to ensure that the rental levied 

is in line with the norms of the area.  

 

The following remains work-in-progress. 

 

Dros – outstanding debt 

Despite the High Court Ruling in November 2016, the ex-Dros proprietors failed to meet 

their obligations to clear outstanding’s approximating R200 000 on or prior to 23 June.  

Unless an eleventh hour settlement agreement can be achieved in the near future, 

final Judgement – as a precursor to liquidation – will be sought.  

 

Transfer of Sub-divisions in terms of the Agreement of Sale between the Royal 

Agricultural Society and the Royal Mews Trust 

 

Bankpark – Portion 2 of Erf 9147 in the extent of 1,8445 ha 

Following an extended hiatus; primarily the result of an outstanding rates matter that 

has since been resolved, transfer of the Bankpark is imminent. 

 

Hereford Financial Services – Portion 4 of Erf 9147 in the extent 4 380 sqm  

Although verbal agreement has been received in principle relating to the City 

agreeing to a shared sewer line, written confirmation thereof is still awaited.  As far as 

can be ascertained, this is the only hurdle delaying the transfer process.  

 

Blackwoods Nursery – Portion 5 of Erf 9147 in the extent of 6 233 sqm 

Owing to the cost and complexity of separating services shared by the Showgrounds 

proper and Blackwoods Nursery, transfer of the sub-division is being pended 

indefinitely. 

 

 

STAFF 

For the fourth consecutive year, the Society was adjudged a B-BBEE: Level 2 

Contributor; a pleasing grading that goes a long way to enhancing business 

opportunities.   

 

Owing to amendments to the grading system (effective 1 July 2017), it is probable that 

this may drop to a (still commendable) level 3 or 4 in the new year. 

 

By frequently going the ‘extra mile’, the Society’s staff complement of 16 persons 

continue to fulfil their duties with commendable dedication and commitment. 



 

 

 

Other notable events: 

 

 Having served for 35 years, T Cele, a member of the Society’s grounds staff, was 

acknowledged by way of a cash award. 

 

 Dicks Reddy, the Assistant Grounds Superintendent, elected of his own volition 

to resign in his 39th year of service.   

 

 To afford enhanced adult education opportunities to deserving members of 

staff, the Society committed to invest R50 000 on formal training programmes. 

 

 Barbara Shaw, the Society’s senior book-keeper fell seriously ill, but is pleasingly 

well on the road to recovery 

 

Cordial relations with Nehawu (the Union representing the Society’s hourly paid staff) 

continue to be maintained.   

 

 

OUTLOOK 

Whilst the Royal Agricultural Society, and the Royal Show in particular, are deemed 

reputable brands; exogenous factors beyond the Society’s control will continue to play 

an important role in determining the future.   

 

Show business is at best tenuous, and this is especially the case in an exhibition based 

industry, where limited client marketing budgets determine success or otherwise. 

 

In the circumstance, it stands to reason that if and when the current fatigued economy 

experiences a turnaround, domestic demand increases and political uncertainties 

dissipate, osmosis will only at that stage ensure a return to meaningful confidence.     

 

Until this occurs, the Society’s business must, of necessity, be underwritten by the watch 

words caution and prudence.  

 

In summary, the Royal Agricultural Society will continue to remain alert to innovation and 

new ideas; this to possibly include, in due course, a conversion to a business model more 

suited to circumstance. 

 

 In the event of this coming to pass, members can be assured that the Society’s 

constitutional commitment to being a conduit of support for agriculture, will remain 

sacrosanct. 

 

I would like to acknowledge with appreciation the professional input of the CEO and 

the RAS staff and also thank members of all committees, for their sterling contribution 

during the course of the past year. 

 

 

 

MIKE MONCUR 

President 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

THE SOCIETY’S SPONSORS 

 

The Royal Agricultural Society of Natal 

is most grateful to the following individuals, companies and 

organisations for their generous sponsorship and support during the past year 

 

AAM Jacques Abattoir 

Agriwash KZN Red Meat Producers Org 

Ambleside 

 

KZN Tourism  

ARC Landbouweekblad  

Big Beat Productions Malanseuns  

BKB McDonald Stuart Landscapes  

Blackwood's Nursery Midlands Mascor  

Booysens Refrigeration Msunduzi Municipality  

Boston Abattoir (Oscars) Parklane Spar  

CHC Caterers Pmb Chamber of Business  

Coca-Cola Beverages SA Radio Hindvani  

 

Daily News Radio Sonder Grense 

De Heus 

 

SAMIC 

East Coast Radio Standard Bank 

Ethekwini Municipality The Gardener 

Farmer's Weekly The Mercury 

First National Bank Veeplaas 

FMS Vethouse 

Garden & Home Voermol 

Gromor The Witness 

Illovo Sugar  

And numerous individuals  

 

 

 

 



 

 

2017 ROYAL SHOW 

RECIPIENTS OF MAJOR AWARDS 

(Crafts and Home Industries Awards are listed within the Section Report) 

 

 

PEDIGREE CATTLE  

The RAS Gold Cup 

(Beef Bull Supreme Champion) 

Breed:  Limousin 

Gonlag Family Trust 

 

The Sutherland Trophy 

(Beef Bull Reserve Supreme Champion) 

Breed:  Braunvieh 

Eduan Boerdery  

 

The RAS Gold Cup 

(Beef Cow Supreme Champion) 

Breed – Brahman 

Brandwater 

 

The Meadow Feeds Trophy 

(Beef Cow Reserve Supreme Champion) 

Breed:  Angus 

Invermooi 

 

The RAS Gold Cup 

(Dairy Supreme Champion) 

Breed:  Ayrshire 

Grace Valley – K Lang 

 

The John Simpson Memorial Trophy 

(Dairy Reserve Supreme Champion) 

Breed:  Jersey 

Rubicon Homer Destiny - J A Theron 

 

 

COMMERCIAL CATTLE   

Champion Commercial Animal on the Hoof 

Breed:  Bonsmara 

Ferrero Bonsmara     

 

 

Champion Carcass 

Breed:  Bonsmara 

Mtubatuba Mini Farm    

 

 

PEDIGREE SHEEP 

The Farmer Floating Trophy 

(Supreme Champion Ram) 

Breed:  Suffolk 

Twee Seuns Suffolk 

 



 

 

William Cooper & Nephews Floating Trophy  

(Supreme Champion Ewe) 

Breed:  Dormers 

Rooihek Dormers 

 

COMMERCIAL SHEEP   

The BKB Floating Trophy 

Champion Lamb on the Hoof 

Breed:  Dorper 

Coetzee Reitz 

 

The Crafcor Hygrade Floating Trophy 

Champion Carcass 

Breed:  Ile de France 

Regina Harmse 

 

COMMERCE & INDUSTRIES 

 

THE ROYAL COMMERCIAL FLOATING TROPHY 

Best and most outstanding display in an exhibition Hall 

First National Bank 

 

 

THE ROYAL INDUSTRIAL FLOATING TROPHY 

Presented by the Society for the best and most outstanding display  

in an individual building 

University of Kwa-Zulu Natal 

 

 

THE ‘HULAMIN’ FLOATING TROPHY 

Presented for the best and most outstanding display on an open site 

Pietermaritzburg Power Products 

 

 

THE WESBANK TROPHY 

Presented for the most outstanding motor industry display 

Subaru Pietermaritzburg 

 

 

THE MERCURY TROPHY 

Presented by the Mercury Newspaper for the best display in  

The Mercury Festival of Fine Living Hall 

Tramontina 

 

 

THE DAVID WING TROPHY 

Presented by the Society for the best display of  

‘light-duty’ agricultural equipment 

McBeans Implement Co 

 

 

THE PIETERMARITZBURG CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AGRIQUIP FLOATING TROPHY 

Presented by the Chamber for the best display of   

‘heavy-duty’ agricultural equipment 

Midlands Mascor 



 

 

 

THE ORANGE BLOSSOM TROPHY 

Awarded for the best and most outstanding display of materials handling and 

construction equipment including heavy duty forestry machinery 

Northmech 

 

 

THE PIETERMARITZBURG CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRIES FLOATING TROPHY 

Awarded to the exhibitor who has the best South African industrial display 

Ndlovu Fencing t/a Stafix 

 

 

 THE PIETERMARITZBURG CHAMBER OF BUSINESS TROPHY 

Awarded to a small business exhibitor 

The Honey Hall 

 

 

DIE PIETERMARITZBURG SAKEKAMER SHIELD 

Awarded to the best display by an exhibitor who has not previously  

exhibited at the Royal Show 

The Bearded Man SA 

 

 

THE PIETERMARITZBURG CHAMBER OF  

COMMERCE AND INDUSTRIES AWARD 

Presented by the PCCI for the most outstanding trade exhibit by a member of the 

private sector, based in the greater Pietermaritzburg area, promoting the exhibitor’s 

products or services and promoting the prosperity and/or development of the 

greater Pietermaritzburg area 

Marksman Heating and Industrial 

 

 

THE MUHL PERPETUAL FLOATING TROPHY 

Awarded to the best display by a Government Department 

South African Police Services 

 

 

THE TELKOM CUSTOMER CARE TROPHY 

Awarded to the exhibitor who, by virtue of the warm and helpful receptiveness  

of the staff and their knowledge and ability to deal with queries,  

together with the availability of requisite information, provides  

the highest standard of customer care and service 

Husquvarna SA 

 

 

THE ROYAL AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY TROPHY 

Awarded for special endeavour 

Farm Maintenance Services 

 

 

THE PRESIDENT’S TROPHY 

Awarded for special endeavour 

Weston Agricultural College 

 

 


