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THE ROYAL AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY OF NATAL 

 

Royal Showgrounds 

Howick Road 

Pietermaritzburg 

22 October 2018 

 

 

NOTICE OF MEETING 

 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE  

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

OF MEMBERS OF THE SOCIETY  

WILL BE HELD IN THE GRILL ROOM AT THE SHOWGROUNDS, PIETERMARITZBURG 

ON WEDNESDAY 7 NOVEMBER 2018 AT 15H00 TO TRANSACT THE FOLLOWING BUSINESS 
 
1. Notice convening the meeting 
 
2. Apologies for absence 
 
3. Confirmation of the Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 8 November 

2017 
 
4. To receive and approve the Report on the general affairs of the Society to 

30 June 2018, together with the audited financial statements to that date.  The 
Report and Financial Statements will be made available to any member who 
requests same and copies of the aforesaid documents will be available for 
inspection during normal working hours at the Society’s offices. 

 
5. Strategic Planning:  Appraise Members  

 
6. To receive a report on the state of membership as at 30 June 2018 

 
7. To approve with or without amendment the revised Constitution of the Society.  

The draft of the revised Constitution of the Society will be made available to any 
member who requests same and copies of the aforesaid document will be 
available for inspection during normal working hours at the Society’s offices. 

  
8. To elect (if necessary) the Patron of the Society for the ensuing year. 

 
9. To elect (if necessary) the Vice-Patron of the Society for the ensuing year. 
 
10. To elect (if necessary) on the recommendation of the Executive Committee one 

or more Honorary Life Presidents and Honorary Life Vice-Presidents for the ensuing 
year. 

 
11. To elect (if necessary) on the recommendation of the Executive Committee one 

or more Honorary Presidents and Honorary Vice-Presidents for the ensuing year. 
 
12. To elect (if necessary), no more than eight members to serve on the Executive 

Committee for the ensuing year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

13. To receive (if necessary) the name of the Chairperson and his/her alternate of 
each of the Standing Committees which Chairperson shall be automatically co-
opted to the Executive Committee for the ensuing year. 

 
14. To elect an Auditor for the ensuing year. 
 
15. To agree, on the recommendation of the Executive Committee, the entrance 

fees and annual subscriptions for the various classes of membership for the 
ensuing year. 

 
16. To transact any General Business 

 

By order of the Committee 

T D STRACHAN 

CEO 

 

 

NOTES: 

 

(a) No candidate shall be eligible for election to the Executive Committee unless he 

has been nominated by two members of the Society and such nomination, 

endorsed with the candidate’s willingness to accept nomination, shall have been 

delivered to the Society’s offices at least seven days before the date for which 

the Annual General Meeting has been convened. 

 

(b) A meeting of the newly constituted Executive Committee will be held in the 

Committee Room at the conclusion of the Annual General Meeting for the 

purpose of electing a President and not more than two Vice-Presidents as well as 

to conclude any business of a pertinent or urgent nature. 

 

 

  



 

 

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE 

for the year ended 30 June 2018 

 
To be presented to Members at the Annual General Meeting of the Society 

to be held in the Grill Room at the Showgrounds, Pietermaritzburg 

on Wednesday, 7 November 2018 

 

 

AN OVERVIEW 

Whereas the Royal and Garden Shows saw a moderate increase in attendance and 

were largely deemed to have been a success, the conferencing and functions side 

of the Society’s operations witnessed a marked contraction.  

 

This follows significant ‘belt tightening’ on the part of private, para-statal and 

provincial government; the latter two being the Society’s more important clients in 

respect of events extraneous to shows 

  

This notwithstanding, the Royal Agricultural Society generated a not unreasonable 

pre-tax surplus of R1 203 320 (against R1 413 855 in 2017). 

 

The Society has and will continue to keep a tight rein on operational expenditure, 

which in 2018 equated to an increase of 0,6%, well down on that of a CPI of 4,6%. 

 

Positives 

 Following Jenny Frazer’s decision to emigrate, Julia Hackland ably assumed the 

role of Livestock Secretary. 

 

 Following a lengthy process of separating reticulation jointly serving the Royal 

Agricultural Society and the Bank Park, the latter was transferred to the Royal 

Mews Trust on 15 August in terms of the Agreement of Sale entered into on 30 

August 2007.   

 

 The Royal Showgrounds were privileged to host the International Mounted 

Games in July 2017.   

 

 Initiated by Past President, Iona Stewart, the Society has entered into an 

understanding with Professor Bill Guest to update the organisation’s history.   

 

 Clover have relocated their Pietermaritzburg offices to their facility at the Royal 

Showgrounds.  Together, with the Coca-Cola sales office, Block C now enjoys the 

presence of two ‘blue-chip’ operators.   

 

 With increased attendance and high levels of satisfaction being expressed, both 

the 2017 Witness Garden Show and 2018 Royal Show were deemed successful.  

 

 For the first time in a number of years, the Royal Show benefited from national 

television exposure; this by way of a professionally produced promo in terms of a 

Trade Exchange Agreement with Multichoice. 

 

Similarly, the event received meaningful coverage on East Coast Radio, Radio 

Sonder Grense and Hindvani FM.  

 

 Following a break of ten years, Saturday 26 May saw a train arrive at the Victoria 

Siding, with close to 150 passengers from the Greater Durban area. 



 

 

 

 To complement Coca-Cola; First National Bank and East Coast Radio again 

confirmed their corporate partnership of the 2018 Royal Show. 

 

Also, Standard Bank and The Red Meat Producers Organisation continue to 

make meaningful contributions to the Royal Show’s livestock section. 

 

 By way of introducing an Indigenous Goat Sale, there was no longer a dearth of 

livestock during the final weekend of the Royal Show.  It is likely that this will be 

repeated in 2019.    

 

 Following a disturbing hiatus in 2017, the 2018 Royal Show saw a meaningful 

presence of dairy cattle. 

 

 2017 Royal Show participants in the Young Auctioneers Competition performed 

well at the National leg of the event held in Parys in November 2017.  This saw 

Gavin Matthews from Estcourt winning the Senior Division. 

 

 Having chosen the Royal Showgrounds as the preferred venue (to the 

Racecourse), the Starlight Jazz Festival on 12 August 2017 exceeded 

expectations. 

 

Also, the Opening of the Provincial Legislature and the UKZN and Nurses 

Graduation ceremonies, were successful. 

 

 Winning several categories at the 2018 Samic Awards, the Royal was again 

adjudged ‘best agricultural show in South Africa’. 

 

 Having agreed to a 7% adjustment (1,4% over the CPI), 2017 / 2018 wage 

negotiations with Nehawu proceeded satisfactorily. 

  

 The Society’s long-term bond with FNB (utilised to finance the land transfer in 

terms of the Agreement of Sale with the City) was repaid in full on 17 October 

2017; three years ahead of due date.    

 

 Confirmation was received that the 2019 Royal Show has been selected to host 

the Charolais Nationals. 

 

 Following severe drought, the 2017 / 2018 summer season saw good rains, and 

the Society’s lawns and gardens returning to a pristine condition.   

 

 New storm water reticulation serving the Gate 3 precinct was commissioned 

during the year.  

 

 The Society procured a further 1 000 square metres of new carpeting. 

 

 Halls 7 and 8 were altered during the year, and by way of creating three 

apertures to the abutting wall; a single venue of 1500 square metres can – at the 

behest of the client – be created.  

 

 The roadway between KFC Tower and Hall 9 was repaved.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 The renewal (necessary every ten years) of the registered name ‘Royal Show’ has 

been confirmed. 

 

 CCTV monitoring has been installed at Gate 1, Gate 3A, Gate 7 and along Sharks 

Alley. 

 

Negatives 

 Use of Grounds enquiries remain persistently low. 

 

 The Society has been overcharged for water consumption in a quantum 

approximating R250 000.  Whilst not an easy exercise, a refund is anticipated in 

due course. 

 

 Intrusions (primarily in the Workshop area abutting the Victoria Siding) 

accompanied by theft, have necessitated improved lighting and the 

commissioning of additional security. 

 

 Whilst biometric access affords inherent benefits, ongoing problems have been 

encountered with fingerprint readers.  Going forward, these will be replaced with 

a magnetic swipe card system, which can also double up as membership 

identification. 

 

 A large section of a sewer line serving the Olympia Hall collapsed during the 

course of the 2017 Garden Show, necessitating unbudgeted corrective action. 

 

 As was anticipated, the amended BBEE codes saw the Society’s grading move 

from Level 2 to 5.  Despite the disappointment of relegation, the score is above 

the national average when measured against the JSE’s most empowered 

companies. 

 

 Although the Royal Agricultural Society has been requested by the South African 

National Biodiversity Institute to remove the Iris Pseudacorus (Yellow Water Iris) 

from the Dorpspruit bank, it was subsequently agreed that this could be pended 

until SANBI is in a position to assist with the process and replace with similarly fast-

growing and attractive vegetation.     

 

 The Society’s server overseeing the function of the entire computer base 

‘crashed’ in February 2018, necessitating replacement.  

 

 

ROYAL SHOW – GENERAL ASSESSMENT 

The 168th Royal Show – in partnership with First National Bank, Coca-Cola and East 

Coast Radio - opened its gates to the public on 25 May.    

 

The ensuing ten days saw good weather throughout, and with meaningful livestock 

entries, an informative and eclectic mix of exhibits, and a superb entertainment 

programme, the show appeared to meet the expectations of exhibitors and the 

public alike.  

 

This also translated into improved attendance with visitor numbers increasing by 4 386, 

from 124 664 in 2017 to 129 050.   

 

2018 was also the first occasion in many years where the Royal Show received national 

television coverage; this in partnership with Multichoice via a trade-exchange 

arrangement. 



 

 

 

Following a break of eight years, the Royal Show hosted 150 visitors from Durban who 

arrived by train.  All-in-all, a pleasing excursion, with much of the journey under 

traditional steam power.    

 

Excluding livestock, 428 commercial exhibitors participated against 432 in 2017.  

 

With the presence of 4069 livestock as opposed to 3 694 in 2017, entries were well up, 

and despite the challenges of the day, expectations of participating farmers (from 

across South Africa) appear to have been met.  

 

A full report on the Royal Show Livestock Section follows on page xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx  

 

The design and choreography of the Sheep and Natural Fibre Expo was subject to a 

make-over in 2018, whereby strategically positioned wooden pallets replaced the 

traditional exhibition shell-scheme.  The section continues to be a catalyst of interest 

and information, and with a mix of commercial exhibits, including an artisanal food 

fair, indigenous livestock and interactive demonstrations, the Expo was well received. 

 

Following its successful introduction to the Royal Show in 2017, the KZN leg of the Toyota 

Young Auctioneers Competition was held in the cattle arena on the Monday evening 

with Matthew Fyvie and Fiso Hadebe (a scholar from Weston Agricultural College) 

winning the senior and junior categories respectively. 

 

Aside from traditional displays and activities, the Royal Show is increasingly being used 

to more formally afford training and disseminate information.  In 2018, this took the 

form of a repeat of the ‘Living Land Workshop’ seminar introduced last year.  The 

programme was jointly underwritten by the SABC and Land Bank, and the day saw 13 

modules being presented by specialists in their respective fields, to 200 emerging 

farmers.    

 

Also, and sponsored by Plaas Media and the Royal Agricultural Society, Woodrite 

House was utilised to conduct a full-day course on intensive sheep farming.  In excess 

of 60 delegates, made up of commercial and emerging farmers, attended.   

   

 With the participation of all well-known tractor and agricultural equipment brands, 

and the return of ‘blue-chips’, Caterpillar, JCB and others, the industrial and 

construction equipment section was well represented.  By all accounts, meaningful 

enquiries were also received.  

  

With the exception of old Hall 4 and Halls 6, 7 and 8, all remaining internal venues were 

individually themed.   

 

The largest of these remains The Mercury Food and Festival of Fine Living located in 

the Olympia Hall at the epicentre of the grounds.  Feedback from a number of sources 

reveals that the ante of the display was well up on 2017; pleasing, as this is possibly the 

largest single display of any kind in South Africa.    

 

Others were as follows: 

 

Hall 1:  ‘Out of Africa’, incorporating a strong focus on fashionwear from as far afield 

as Nigeria and the Cameroon.   

 

 



 

 

Hall 2;  ‘The Daily News Hall of Fine Living’, also incorporating fashion attire, but with 

the emphasis on hair products.  The exercise included a full programme of ongoing 

hair styling demonstrations. 

 

Hall 3;  ‘The Royal Indian Pavilion’, displaying products sourced from the Indian sub-

continent.   

 

New Hall 4:  The entire facility was made available to Multichoice, which, by way of a 

vibrant and interactive display, used the opportunity to market the broadcaster’s 

product mix.     

  

Hall 5:  Catering for a broad spectrum of exhibits from photography, woodwork, jam-

making and extending to the most delicate of needlework, the ‘Crafts and Home 

Industries Hall’ remains one of the larger displays of its kind in the country.    

 

Hall 9:  Used entirely by Ford for vehicle displays. 

 

Hall 10:  Together with the adjacent site, the venue hosted – for the first time - a joint 

display by the South African National Defence Force and the South African Police 

Services.  Both were of an exceptionally high standard, and it is probable that the 

location will again be utilised by the respective organisations in 2019.  

 

In an effort to objectively determine participation trends, the opinions of exhibitors 

were sought; this by way of a simple electronic questionnaire reading as follows:  

‘In terms of your expectations, how would you rank your participation in the 2018 Royal 

Show out of 10’. 

 

With a 34% response, results were as follows: 

 

Score 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 

% of responses 19 16 20 17 10 6 3 2 4 3 

 

This reflect a largely satisfied exhibitor mix. 

 

The concept of a ‘Super Friday’ was introduced in 2017, and together with a lower 

gate charge, evening entertainment, and discounting afforded by caterers, exhibitors 

and the funfair, the exercise was successfully repeated.   

 

Three social functions of consequence were held.  The first – on the opening Saturday 

morning - the Red Meat Producers Organisation (RPO) sponsored ‘Brekfis met Derrich’ 

show under the auspices of Radio Sonder Grense (RSG).  Being the second largest 

SABC radio station, the programme produced by the inimitable Derrich Gardner, saw 

120 guests attend a superb breakfast.  A number of live interviews took place, with the 

resultant exposure extending to 200 000 or more national listeners. 

       

This was followed by the jointly sponsored Sanlam and Farmers Weekly Farmers Braai 

in the Cattle Arena on Monday evening.  The occasion included music and a live 

performance on horseback of Armand ‘The Singing Cowboy’. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Wednesday evening saw the Standard Bank Gold Cup Parade, Presentation and 

Dinner take place.  This occasion is viewed by many to be the most prestigious event 

on the South African Livestock calendar, and with good weather, informative 

commentary, pleasing choreography and an outstanding meal, 2018 did not 

disappoint.   The guest speaker was Winston Moffett, a retired senior master from 

Weston Agricultural College and a longstanding friend of the Royal Show.   

 

The Royal Show’s varied entertainment programme saw ongoing activities – several of 

an educational nature – taking place on the River Stage as well as the Cattle and 

Main Arenas. 

 

These included: 

 

 A full equestrian programme underpinned by Mounted Games, the Boerperd 

Championships and general Showing Classes. 

 

In the case of Showing, the excellence of the occasion continues to ‘rule the 

day’ and backed by an international judge (Lesley Whitehall from the UK), the 

Royal continues to be acknowledged as South Africa’s premier show.      

 

 The ever popular ECR Royal Rock Concert took place on the first Saturday 

afternoon, with Matt Gardiner, Matthew Mole and Mi Casa.  

 

 The full KZN Symphony Orchestra performed on the Sunday morning, with a two 

hour concert themed ‘The world’s most beautiful music’.  The event was blessed 

with good weather, and the occasion exceeded the expectations of an 

audience approximating 2 000 in number.   

 

 This was followed later in the day by the traditional RSG Concert featuring 

Armand ‘The Singing Cowboy’, Elizma Theron, Brendan Peyper and Refentse.   

 

Both the Symphony and the RSG Concerts were sponsored by the Witness newspaper.    

 

 To cater for the vast number of school pupils visiting the Royal Show on the 

Wednesday and Thursday, ‘Working on Fire’ again arranged well supported 

lunch hour demonstrations; the purpose being to disseminate information in 

respect of the benefits, dangers and control of combustion.  

 

 The KZN dog agility championships were hosted in the main arena on the 

second Friday and Saturday morning.   

 

 Following a break of several years, the ever-popular Puma Flying Lions 

aerobatic team returned to the Royal Show on the final weekend.  Three 12 

minute performances took place, one in the evening before an audience of 

5 000 or more. 

 

 Sponsored by Coca-Cola Beverages, the ‘Monster Freestyle FMX Night Flight’ 

took place with a crowd-thrilling display on two occasions during the course of 

the second weekend.  The dexterity of the professional motor-cross performers, 

together with pyrotechnics, afforded a show to remember.      

 

 

 



 

 

 The second Friday and Saturday evenings saw the ‘Royal Demolition Derby’, a 

hybridised version of a traditional stock-car race, where the last vehicle running 

was deemed to be the winner.  A lot of noise and a great deal of excitement 

before a packed arena.   

 

 In partnership with Hindvani FM, the second Saturday evening included the 

hosting of the Royal Extravaganza and Bhangra; a festival of music, dance and 

comedy.  This was the only event that extended into the late evening, but 

despite the cold, the occasion was well supported. 

 

 The Royal uMgungundlovu Youth Festival (in conjunction with Gagasi FM) 

wrapped up the ten days on the final Sunday afternoon, with a show featuring 

a number of well-known performers, including L’Vovo.  The occasion saw 

around 1 000 patrons attending, which, whilst being up on last year, remains 

disappointingly low. This was possibly due to a similar event held concurrently in 

the Pietermaritzburg region that day; something to take cognisance of going 

forward.    

 

 By way of a special add-on in 2018, the Royal Show included the Soweto Towers 

Bungee and Scad Freefall 50 metre jump.  Despite the prominence of location, 

public buy-in (possibly due to cost) failed to meet the expectations of the 

operators. It is possible that it may again be included in 2019, and if so, this could 

take the form of a combination of entertainment type demonstrations, coupled 

with paid public participation. 

 

 The River Stage continues to afford the younger generation with an 

educational and entertaining experience.  This included the Fun Science Secret 

Lab, shark dissections and fitness demonstrations.     

 

 Following the departure of livestock, the Powasol Enduro-X series took place in 

the Cattle Arena during the course of the final weekend.  The event proves 

popular and it is likely that this will become a permanent feature of future Royal 

Shows.  

 

From a marketing perspective, the 2018 Royal Show social media campaign appears 

to have largely met expectations.  Most notably, website ‘traffic’ increased from 

149 182 to 218 524. 

 

This together with the commendable support of Independent Newspapers, Media 24, 

East Coast Radio, Farmers Weekly, Landbouweekblad, Veeplaas, Radio Sonder 

Grense and very especially Multichoice, overall exposure remains successfully broad-

based. 

 

A question mark hangs over the efficacy of the biometric access system, which, now 

in its second year, failed to meet expectations.  In the interests of exhibitors and 

Members, its future warrants re-assessment.    
 

The Royal is indebted to and acknowledges the support of the numerous sponsors – in 

cash and kind – who contributed to the success of the show, and very especially, First 

National Bank, Coca-Cola Beverages and East Coast Radio.     

 

 

 

 



 

 

ROYAL SHOW ATTENDANCES 

 

 2018 2017 2016 2015 2014 2013 2012 

Day 1 .......................  7 653 7 184 5 907 6 268 7 399 7 539 8 068 

Day 2  ......................  19 730 17 285 24 056 25 859 23 170 18 881 20 028 

Day 3 .......................  15 924 14 329 15 232 14 826 21 275 19 805 19 655 

Day 4  ......................  6 921 5 542 5 885 5 984 7 376 7 161 8 357 

Day 5  ......................  6 757 5 986 6 463 6 631 6 875 7 017 8 447 

Day 6  ......................  10 920 12 379 12 613 13 855 14 376 11 203 11 598 

Day 7  ......................  14 051 17 674 17 544 15 201 13 825 14 849 17 252 

Day 8  ......................  10 492 10 397 8 384 7 907 10 281 9 971 10 891 

Day 9  ......................  26 122 23 942 24 139 23 317 25 259 24 218 26 788 

Day 10  ....................  10 480 9 946 11 940 12 795 15 420 21 550 22 367 

 129 050 124 664 132 163 132 643 145 256 142 194 153 451 

 

 

2018 ROYAL SHOW – LIVESTOCK      

 

Despite the challenges of the day, the resilience of the South African agricultural 

fraternity was again demonstrated by way of a marked increase in the numbers of 

livestock on display. 

 

Comparative numbers spanning the years 2016 through 2018, are as follows:  

 
 2018 2017 2016 

Goats, fat lamb and sheep breeds *681 558 473 

Cattle  662 504 498 

Birds 2 287 2 200 2 501 

Rabbits 439 432 412 

Total 4 069 3 694 3 884 

 
*  Inclusive of 160 Indigenous Veld Goats sold on auction on Saturday, 2 June 

 

There were 500 stud cattle on show, with the following breeds being well represented: 

Angus, Ayrshire, Brahman (red and grey), Braunvieh, Dexters, Hereford, Holstein, 

Jersey, Limousin, Sussex, Simbra, Simmentaler and Pinzgauer.                                                                                                                                                                                                 
 

As has become the norm, the largest number of entries emanated from Brahman, 

closely followed by the Simmentaler and Simbra breeds.  

 

Also, with the committed support of the KZN Jersey Club and significant sponsorship 

from Afgri, ‘new life’ was breathed into the 2018 Royal Show dairy section.  

 

With the generous support of PMB Petroleum which sponsored 500 litres of diesel, a 

syndicate of Vryburg farmers participated under the banner of the Vryburg Beef Study 

Group, and they alone introduced 50 steers to the commercial mix. 

 

The heifer classes likewise saw an improvement in numbers, and it is expected that the 

commercial focus of this competition will find increasing appeal.  Indeed, as far as can 

be ascertained, the Royal is the only South African event where a tailored competition 

for this class can be showcased.      



 

 

 

The Cattle Expo included informative displays on the part of Braunvieh, Nguni, Dexters, 

Droughtmaster, Limousin, Beefmaster, Wagyu, and the RPO ‘Red Meat Steer’ (dressed 

in a descriptive blanket illustrating various cuts).   

 

Total sheep and goat numbers stood at 681, compared to 558 in 2017. 

 

By way of Ile de France, Dorpers, Dormers, Suffolks and Hampshire Downs, 244 sheep 

stud entries were received.  These were complemented by 144 fat lambs and 293 

goats.     

 

The Royal has for the past 15 years hosted the Hampshire Down Nationals, and this 

small but prestigious event was perpetuated in 2018.    

 

The 2018 Landbouweekblad Royal Show Carcass Competition held on Tuesday 

evening, 29 May, saw buyers  bidding for the country’s top carcasses, in the presence 

of an audience of 200 plus.  Brandon Leer, acknowledged to be one of South Africa’s 

top auctioneers, returned to oversee the event. 

 

170 cattle, 133 lambs and 128 pigs (48 from emerging and 80 from commercial 

breeders) were entered.   

 

Now in its 27th year, and having set three national and one international record; the 

occasion is acknowledged by breeders and buyers alike, to be a premier event on 

the South African Red Meat calendar. 

 

The competition continues to grow in terms of eliciting national interest, and this year’s 

event drew entries from as far afield as Williston and Barkley East.   

 

The ‘Vryburg Beef Study Group’ amazingly walked away with every major accolade 

in the bovine section; the first occasion in 22 years where a single breeding entity 

achieved this result.   

 

At the request of breeders – and falling outside of the SAMIC competition - 2018 saw 

the perpetuation of a Super Lamb and Super Ox category to cater for carcasses with 

higher weights (above 50 and 315 kg’s respectively).    

 

Whilst the quality of carcasses on offer were deemed to be of a high standard, 

especially in the case of lamb, no record prices were set.   

 

Accordingly, the record status remains unaltered as follows: 

 

Lamb 2007 R3 000 / kg National and international record 

Beef 2015 R150 / kg National record 

Pork 2016 R95 / kg National record 

 

All three champion carcasses were purchased by The Oyster Box Hotel, the culinary 

excellence of which is nationally acknowledged.  

 

Viewed against the guaranteed ruling prices of R47 per kg for beef, R71 per kg for 

lamb and R18 per kg for pork; the auction saw relatively good bids in the case of lamb 

and pork.  Regrettably, interest in beef was subdued. 

 

 



 

 

The final results were as follows: 

Lamb 

Competition 

% Breeder Breed Price 

per kg 

Buyer 

Champion  98,18 

 

Gert Lotter 

 

White Dorper R180 
Oyster Box 

Hotel 

1st Reserve 

 
96,95 4 Feed – Ed Barry Dormer R120 

Oyster Box 

Hotel 

2nd Reserve 96,08 Coetzee Reitz White Dorper R120 
Kennedy Meat 

Market 

Super Lamb 

 
N/A Twee Seuns Suffolk R105 

Oyster Box 

Hotel 

Champ European 

Genetics  
93,76 Regina Harmse Ile de France R240 

Oyster Box 

Hotel 

Reserve European 

Genetics 
93,07 Regina Harmse Ile de France R90 

Kennedy Meat 

Market 

Champion Group 

 
N/A Gert Lotter White Dorper R170 

Oyster Box 

Hotel 

Reserve 

Champion Group 
N/A Coetzee Reitz White Dorper R95 

Kennedy Meat 

Market 

 

 

  Beef 

Competition 

     

Champion 

 
94,63 

Vryburg Beef  Study 

Group 
Bonsmara R70 

Oyster Box  

Hotel 

1st Reserve  
93,85 

Vryburg Beef Study 

Group 
Bonsmara R75 

Oyster Box  

Hotel 

2nd Reserve 

93,17 
Vryburg Beef Study 

Group 
Bonsmara R47 

Lowlands 

Gourmet 

Meats 

Super Ox 

 N/A 
Vryburg Beef Study 

Group 
Bonsmara R47 

Lowlands 

Gourmet 

Meats 

Champion Group 
N/A 

Vryburg Beef Study 

Group 

Bonsmara 

 
R48 

Hlophe 

Butchery 

Reserve 

Champion Group N/A 
Vryburg Beef Study 

Group 
Bonsmara R47 

Lowlands 

Gourmet 

Meats 

      

Pork competition      

Champion 

 
94,91 NHELC Farm PIC R60 

Oyster Box 

Hotel 

1st Reserve 

 
94,86 Craig McCord Topig R55 

Oyster Box 

Hotel 

2nd Reserve 

 
94,25 Craig McCord Topig R28 

SA Livestock 

 

Champion Group 

 
N/A Butt Farming Topig R25 SA Livestock 

Reserve 

Champion Group 
N/A Craig McCord Topig R26 

Shaams 

Butchery 

Champion 

Carcass Emerging 

Farmer 

89,38 S Mlangeni Landrace R30 
Oyster Box 

Hotel 

Reserve 

Champion 

Carcass Emerging 

Farmer 

89,29 S Mthethwa PIC R26 S A Livestock 



 

 

 

 

In line with peer Royal Shows around the Commonwealth, it was pleasing to see 

restaurants joining the ranks of buyers.  With Kevin Joseph, Executive Head Chef at the 

Oyster Box, serving Royal Show Champion Lamb, Beef and Pork, again signifies a win 

for all stakeholders; from producers to consumers.    

 

Events relating to the 2018 Royal Show Carcass Competition concluded with the 

SAMIC Awards Dinner held in Vryburg (North West Province).  At this time, the following 

accolades were extended to the Royal Show and its exhibitors: 

 

 Largest Agricultural Show hosting a National Carcass Competition 

 Champion Commercial Pork Carcass – NHELC Farm 

 1st Reserve Champion Commercial Pork Carcass – Craig McCord 

 2nd Reserve Champion Commercial Pork Carcass – Craig McCord 

 National Group Champion Pork Carcass – Butt Farming 

 1st Reserve Champion Group Commercial Pork Carcass – Craig McCord 

 2nd Reserve Champion Group Commercial Pork Carcass – Craig McCord 

 Best Pork Competition in South Africa – Royal Show 

 

Also, whilst Royal Show pork entrants received in excess of R50 000 in prize monies, the 

competition saw the Society receiving financial acknowledgement in the amount of 

R4 000.   

 

 

Note: 

The major award recipients are listed on page ……….   

 

 

BIRDS 

Whilst ever increasing transport costs and the persistent threat of Avian Flu remain a 

reality, the 2018 Royal Show bird sections saw meaningful participation. 

 

Indeed, as a show within a show, the credibility of the event now extends well outside 

of the boundaries of the province.   

 

POULTRY 

With 30 exhibitors including one from Mpumalanga, entries in both the exhibition and 

sale sections peaked at 709; a figure similar to that of last year.  

 

Pleasingly, there appears to be a resurgent interest in the larger breeds with 

Wyandottes and duck exhibits gaining in popularity.  

 

From both a viewing and purchase perspective, the show was deemed a success. 
 

CANARY AND CAGE BIRD SECTION  

The Pietermaritzburg Canary and Cage Bird Club hosted their Provincial Show at the 

Royal on the second weekend; this preceded by an exhibition on the Thursday and 

Friday. Support was outstanding with exhibitors from the Free State showing for the first 

time and many exhibitors travelling from Gauteng. An entry of 943 birds filled the hall, 

leaving little space for the budgies! 

 

 

 
 



 

 

PIETERMARITZBURG BUDGERIGAR CLUB 

The Pietermaritzburg Budgerigar Society hosted their Provincial Show at the Royal over 

the second weekend.  Whilst a good entry of 200 birds were on display, the hall proved 

a little cramped given the huge cage bird entry. Whilst a ‘nice problem to have’, any 

future growth in entries could prove logistically difficult to handle. 

 

SA FANCY PIGEON CLUB   

The KZN Fancy Pigeon Club ‘pulled out the stops’ with a commendable entry of 435 

birds representing most South African breeds. Interestingly, this amazingly large entry 

emanated from 4 exhibitors alone! Reasonable sales were also reported. 

 

RABBITS 

The section saw 27 participants, including a number from Gauteng, entering 439 

animals.  The 100 extra cages constructed last year were erected in the bird hall and 

rabbits were exhibited simultaneously with pigeons until Wednesday. Although the 

Youth Show is traditionally ‘anchored’ by cattle and sheep, 2018 saw pupils from 

Weston Agricultural College exhibiting rabbits for the first time. This inaugural addition 

to the Youth Show exceeded every expectation. 

 

The section was privileged to host an international judge in the person of Derek 

Medlock from the UK.  In the capacity as Chairman of the British Rabbit Council 

Standards Committee, his affirmation of the high quality was pleasing.   
 

During the course of the show Mr Medlock and two colleagues from the UK conducted 

a number of beneficial workshops. 

 

As an aside good sales of both rabbits and rabbit products were recorded and new 

members gained. 

 

HONEY 

With good quality, reasonable entries, and a well-choreographed display, the 2018 

Royal Show Honey Section fulfilled expectations.   

 

Indeed, the standard of the overall exhibit was adjudged Best Display in an Exhibition 

Hall, an accolade accompanied by a Gold Medallion and the ‘Royal Commercial 

Floating Trophy’. 

 

Whilst entries were slightly down on 2017, it was satisfying to see an increase in the 

participation of novices.  

 

Unfortunately, and owing to the drought, the Western Cape was obliged to stand 

back from submitting entries.  With rainfall having returned to normal, it is likely that the 

hiatus will be corrected next year.    

 

The section is committed to ensuring that standards remain high, and in this regard 

Reg Morgan, ably supported by Kim McCall, Linnea Cooper, Matt Walker, Roland 

Moore, Trevor Morley and William Urquhart professionally oversaw the adjudication 

process. 

 

The champions on the day were Craig Campbell of Peels Honey and Sheila McCall of 

Hawthorne Hill Farm. 

 

Adulteration of honey proved to be the talking point during the show, and the KZN 

Bee Farmers Association continued the drive to educate the public in respect of honey 

fraud, primarily by way of adding syrups and other agents. 



 

 

  

Sales of bee products were slightly down year-on-year, possibly a reflection of national 

economic trends. 

 

EQUESTRIAN 

The year commenced with the Royal Showgrounds being selected to host the 

International Mounted Games in July of 2017.  With entries from around the globe, this 

prestigious event met the expectations of one-and-all.   

 

Later in the month, the traditional annual Pony Show also took place in the main 

arena; an ever popular occasion for younger riders.  

 

Although modern trends, driven primarily by professionalism and the value of 

bloodstock, have seen A-Grade horse-jumping relocating to tailor-made venues, the 

Show continues to maintain a high standard in alternative disciplines.  Indeed, there is 

little doubt that the Royal is deemed to be the premier Showing venue in the country.      

 

2018 saw the Show opening with the KZN Mounted Games, which aside from being a 

great experience for riders, is also an event that has audience appeal.  So impressed 

were the organisers that it is probable that this will remain part of the Royal Show’s 2019 

repertoire.   

 

For the third consecutive year, the Show saw the presence of the SA Boerperd, and 

with an exponential increase in entrants – a trend that is likely to continue next year – 

the Royal has become a home-away-from-home for the breed.   

 

The occasion saw: 

 

 21 dressage classes and championships 

 8 show jumping classes   

 11 In hands showing classes and championships 

 51 Riding classes and championships 

 

The Showing classes have experienced similar growth with the number of horses 

increasing from 80 in 2017 to 160 this year; an amazing statistic indicative of the 

deemed stature of the show.  

 

Lesley Whitehall, a Showing judge in the United Kingdom returned to the Royal in 2018, 

and she was joined by friend, colleague and fellow judge, Terry Chalmers.  In terms of 

international standards, both were open in their praise of the quality on display. 

   
The Show is now attracting good sponsorship, allowing for generous prize money.   

 

From feedback received from participants and the judges, it is interesting to note that 

as opposed to the disciplined and at times inflexible requirements of top-class show-

jumping, the Showing classes appear to thrive in an environment exuding the ‘carnival 

atmosphere’ of an eclectic Royal Show. 

 
This year a particularly special horse, South Lawn, was adjudged Supreme Champion.  

Being an ex-race horse, with intense amber coloured eyes, he made his owner, Carol 

Aronson, from JHB, teary with pride, as her trainer and rider, JJ Kemp won seven 

Championships, including: 

 

 



 

 

 

 Champion Gelding In Hand 

 Champion Thoroughbred In Hand 

 The Cape Ford floating trophy for the overall Supreme In Hand Champion 

 The RAS Gold Cup floating trophy for Champion Show Hack 

 The Ogden Nash floating trophy for Champion Show Riding Horse 

 The Air Marshall floating trophy for Champion Adult Show Horse 

 Supreme Ridden Champion Horse 

 
 

CRAFTS & HOME INDUSTRIES 

Despite exhibitor numbers being down on 2017, the standard remained high. 

 

On the plus side, several persons commented that items were more easily viewed and 

better displayed.   

 

The overall champion in 2018 was Mrs Ruth Aldridge, who has at the age of 85 won 

the trophy seventeen times. 

 

The runner-up was Mrs Shirley Benade from Scottburgh, whilst the Cowies Hill Women’s 

Institute received the Lawson Shield. 

 

Nicola-Paige Hanegraaf was again adjudged Junior Champion, whilst Westridge 

School in Durban received the Schools Championship accolade. 

 

MARKETING    

The trend of recent years was perpetuated in 2018 with enhanced focus on and the 

utilisation of the digital and electronic media. 

 

In this regard, and aside from an intense campaign via the Royal Show website, 

supplemented by Facebook, Twitter and Instagram, 28 videos and three digital 

magazines were produced for promotional purposes, in advance, during and after 

the event.  

 

In addition, the exercise included ten interactive timelines, one for each day.   

 

Importantly, in terms of trade exchange deal with Multichoice, the Show received live 

television coverage by way of an ongoing promo on several Pay-TV channels. 

 

Although the role of the hardcopy written media appears to be on the decline 

(especially in respect of the younger generation), the mainline press serving the 

Midlands of KZN and the Greater Durban area, continue to form an integral part of 

the marketing platform; this together with a radio ad campaign via East Coast Radio, 

Hindvani FM and Radio Sonder Grense.   

 

 

SPONSORSHIP 

Having exceeded their expectations last year, First National Bank again partnered the 

Society in respect of corporate sponsorship. 

 

Whilst the Society acknowledges with appreciation the support of numerous 

benefactors, special acknowledgement is extended to the following organisations 

where a contribution in excess of R50 000 in cash or kind was received. 

 



 

 

 

 First National Bank 

 Coca Cola Beverages South Africa  

 East Coast Radio 

 Standard Bank 

 Red Meat Producers Organisation  

 The Witness 

 The Mercury 

 Radio Sonder Grense 

 

A full list of sponsors appears on page XXXX. 

 

 

HONORARY LIFE MEMBERSHIP 

No recipients in 2018.      

 

 

ROYAL AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY OF THE COMMONWEALTH - RASC 

Although interaction with the RASC was limited, the Royal Agricultural Society of Natal 

remains a committed member of the organisation.   

 

Unfortunately, and owing to prevailing national economic challenges, a decision was 

made during the year not to attend the bi-ennial RASC Conference in Canada late in 

2018.   

 

 

2017 WITNESS GARDEN SHOW 

The 42nd Witness Garden Show took place from 22 to 25 September 2017, a four-day 

event to optimise on the Heritage public holiday on the Monday.  

 

For the third consecutive year, the show was managed by Tanya Visser, acclaimed 

editor and gardening celebrity.  She was partnered by the Royal Agricultural Society 

in terms of venue and logistics, and commendably supported by the Witness (South 

Africa’s oldest, and one of the most respected daily newspapers) in terms of exposure 

and media support.  

 

The show saw 18 125 visitors, compared to 18 002 for a three day event in 2016.  Whilst 

the feedback received was positive, the benefits anticipated from a four day event 

did not materialise.  This was largely due to a strange mix of weather patterns over the 

weekend, when on Friday temperatures soared to 38ºc, Saturday was overcast and 

cold, and Monday proved to be exceptionally windy. 

 

156 exhibitors took part in the show, and significant interest and good sales were 

reported.  Indeed, a number of participants alluded to the occasion being the best 

ever in terms of revenue generation.  

 

As opposed to previous years, no theme was set, effectively giving Feature Garden 

designers carte blanche.  Whilst the move was deemed positive in certain quarters, 

others felt that it hindered focus. Going forward, it is likely that the show will alternate 

by way of setting a theme every second year.    

 

With the presence of nineteen acclaimed Feature Gardens, there was neither a 

dearth in the number of displays or standards of excellence.  Having said this, the show 

experienced a reduction in the number of municipalities participating; certainly owing 

to budgetary constraints.  It is hoped that this trend will see a reversal in 2018.   



 

 

 

Whilst not formally open to the public, the judging of the Coca-Cola school gardens 

and award presentations took place on Thursday afternoon.  Again, the ability of 

youngsters to think ‘out of the box’ amazed the judges. 

 

Gert Maritz Primary was declared ‘Best on Show’, Allandale and Scottsville Primary tied 

for second, with Philani Primary coming third.  

 

This was followed later in the day with the Fashion Fantasy Show and Awards 

Ceremony, combined with a ‘cheese and wine’ cocktail function in the Parks Hall. 

 

The evening commenced with a school recycling project fashion show, where designs 

by school pupils as young as seven, making use of anything from garbage bags to 

paper plates, wowed the 150 or so guests.   

 

The floral art fashion show followed, with inventive and stylish designs by the KZN Floral 

Union team and entrants to the Floriate show.  

 

The announcement of awards brought the evening to a pleasing close, this despite 

the fact that for every exhilarated winner, the corollary is a disappointed loser.  This 

notwithstanding, the Chelsea Flower Show mentored judges (David Davidson and 

Terry van der Riet, assisted by Jennifer Jones) applied objective standards, a  

prerequisite, to preserving the credibility of the adjudication process. 

 

The following accolades were presented in the Feature Garden category: 

 

Bronze 

Msunduzi Municipality    

KZN Clivia Club 

Ben Botha Landscaping  

 

Silver 

Heritage Rose Club  

SANBI  

Mbombela Municipality (Nelspruit) 

Leckhampton Farms 

 

Silver with Gilt 

Seedcore  

Blackwood’s Home of Gardening  

 

Gold 

Ethekweni Municipality  

Greg Dowsett Landscaping  

Royal Agricultural Society by Dave Moore  

Midlands Rose Society  

 

Gold with Laurels 

 Gordon Stuart Landscaping / Fresh-line Flora and Parklane Superspar    

 

Trophies 

 

The Efekto Care Floating Trophy Best on Show Feature Garden – Gordon Stuart 

Landscaping  

Best Feature Garden Municipality – Ethekwini  



 

 

The Protek Floating Trophy for the Best Specialist Display – Plantae Orchid Club  

Best Garden Club Feature Garden – Hilton Garden Club 

The Royal Agricultural Society of Natal CEO’s award – Midland Rose Society  

It is customary to assess the views of the public as to what they deem to be ‘Best on 

Show’.  Whilst susceptible to manipulation, the exercise provides a useful reference as 

to what the visitor, being the primary stakeholder, is seeking. 

 

Some 650 votes were cast, with the top ten results being as follows: 

 

1 Mbombela Municipality (Nelspruit) 

2 Midlands Rose Society  

3 Heritage Rose Society  

4 Royal Agricultural Society 

5 Ethekweni Municipality (Durban) 

6 Gordon Stuart / Parklane Superspar 

7 Hilton Garden Club 

8 Greg Dowsett Landscaping 

9 Msunduzi Municipality (Pietermaritzburg) 

10 SANBI  

 

 

Aside from the show’s traditional mix, the occasion saw the inclusion of the Working 

with Wood expo, an interactive and educational experience for the DIY enthusiast, as 

well as the welcome return of the Spring Dog Show. 

 

The anchors however remain: 

 

 The Feature Garden displays by the ‘best of the best’.  Be they surreal or 

practical, each tends to captivate the eye of the beholder.   

 The ‘Happy Earth Hall’ where, in a well-choreographed informative and 

aesthetic manner, the focus of displays is on the preservation of the 

environment and enhancing sustainability.  

 The Hall of Exotic Plants, including orchids, clivias, water-plants, bonsai and 

more.  Always a drawcard.  

 The Illovo Floral Cake and Sugar Art show, the largest display of creative icing 

in South Africa. 

 The Quilters Hall; a valued longstanding component of the Garden Show, with 

outstanding displays of quilting at its best.    

 The Honey and Bee Hall, South Africa’s most prestigious apiarian exhibit, which 

in 2017 won a Gold Award for display excellence. 

 The Moms, Tots and Pops Expo; an exhibit of family orientated commercial 

attire, indicative of the eclectic nature of the show.   

 The ever popular 4 x 4 course on the main arena. 

 The Hall of Art, with works by acclaimed Kwazulu-Natal artists.  This component 

was introduced four years ago, and has received praise and approbation from 

numerous quarters. 

 Plus of course; a vast array of commercial horticultural exhibits, ranging from 

hybrid plant species through to new varieties of seed and bespoke equipment. 

 

 



 

 

By way of perpetuating the precedent set in 2016, and by virtue of the show coinciding 

with Heritage Day; an attractive site was made available to guests, caterers and 

performers, for a mix of family orientated dining and entertainment centred around 

music and the ubiquitous South African braai (barbeque).    

 

The music programme included local artists in the Heritage area, and classical music 

in the Feature Garden hall; this to add a pleasing visceral tone to the occasion. 

 

The 2017 Witness Garden Show was the second occasion that the Showgrounds put 

to test the recently installed biometric (fingerprint) access system.  Some 2 670 persons 

entered the Showgrounds via the three dedicated turnstiles and problems were 

minimal.     

 

From a security and safety perspective, a number of petty thefts were reported; two 

of which were alleged to have taken place after-hours.  Going forward, and by way 

of installing increased CCTV coverage, it is hoped that such occurrences will be 

curtailed.   

 

Health wise, three elderly persons suffering from heat exhaustion required attention on 

the opening Friday.  

 

The Witness Garden Show is not only the oldest, but also the largest horticultural event 

in the southern hemisphere, and with good feedback, the occasion again appears to 

have met the expectations of participants and the public alike.  

 

 

CONFERENCES, FUNCTIONS & EVENTS 

Despite ongoing challenging economic conditions and various cost pressures, 2018 

again saw the Royal Showgrounds hosting a number of successful functions.  

 

Larger events included: 

 

 In February/March 2018 the Royal Agricultural Society was once again pleased 

to host the official Opening of the Kwa-Zulu Natal Legislature overseen by King 

Goodwill Zwelithini.  With an attendance approximating 3 000, the grand 

occasion extends over three days. 

 

 The Showgrounds continue to be the preferred venue in respect of the 

Graduation ceremonies of both the University of Kwazulu-Natal and the Nurses 

College.  

 

Other repeat annual events included: 

 

 The Truevine Church conference 

 The NCT Forestry Conference 

 Parklane Wine Festival 

 Pietermaritzburg Chamber of Business - Women in Business Banquet 

 The Mandela Day Marathon Registration and Expo 

 The Sabmiller conference 

 The Kwanalu Congress 

 Office of the Premier Employee Medical Aid (GEMS) seminar 

 The Jazz Festival 

 

As an aside, the Society’s facilities continue to be used extensively for storage and 

logistics support, especially in respect of new vehicles. 



 

 

 

With subdued business confidence, and extensive belt-tightening on the part of all 

South Africans – including business, corporate and state entities – it is anticipated that 

difficult trading conditions will persist into 2019.  

 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

 

 2018 2017 2016 2015 2014 2013 2012 

Adults 985 1 114 1 341 1 470 1 494 1 486 1 446 

Juniors 95 122 182 183 184 160 189 

Life 80 83 88 90 83 86 85 

Total 1 160 1 319 1 611 1 743 1 761 1 732 1 720 

 

 

ORBITUARY 

The Society regrets the passing of any member during the course of the year. 

 

In particular, and inadvertent omissions aside, special mention must be made of; 

 

 Dr Nancy Rayner – an active Member in the Crafts and Home Industries Section 

who participated by way of submitting entries for sixty eight years 

 Joe Toth – The Rabbit Section’s Chief Steward for over thirty years 

 David Glaister – a long-standing supplier to the RAS and the son of Past-

president, Ron Glaister 

 Eddie Peters – husband of Irene Peters in the Administrative Office 

 

 

ROYAL MEWS TRUST 

2018 saw the Royal Mews Trust generating a surplus before taxation of R2 113 670 

(against R1 865 053 in 2017). 

 

All-in-all, a reasonable year driven largely by revenue keeping pace with the CPI, and 

a tighter control on expenditure. 

 

Relations between the Trusts three primary tenants being Prospect SA in respect of the 

Bank Park, Hereford Financial Services and Mike McDonald, are business-like and 

cordial. 

 

The following remains work-in-progress. 

 

Dros – outstanding debt 

Piece-meal payments continue to be received from Babu Baijoo, and it is hoped that 

in due course outstanding obligations will be satisfied. 

 

Transfer of Sub-divisions in terms of the Agreement of Sale between the Royal 

Agricultural Society and the Royal Mews Trust 

 

Bankpark – Portion 2 of Erf 9147 in the extent of 1,8445 ha 

The Bankpark was finally transferred to the Trust in terms of the Agreement of Sale 

signed 30 August 2007.  

 



 

 

Hereford Financial Services – Portion 4 of Erf 9147 in the extent 4 380 sqm  

By way of affording each sub-division with independent services, construction of the 

Hereford Financial Services dedicated sewer line is complete.  To complete the 

exercise, an application has been lodged for an independent electricity supply.  Once 

installed, transfer can be effected.  

 

Blackwoods Nursery – Portion 5 of Erf 9147 in the extent of 6 233 sqm 

Owing to the cost and complexity of separating services shared by the Showgrounds 

proper and Blackwoods Nursery, transfer of the sub-division is being pended 

indefinitely. 

 

 

STAFF  

As was anticipated, the amended BBEE codes saw the Society’s grading being 

adjusted to Level 5 as opposed to Level 2.  Despite the disappointment of relegation, 

the score is moderately above the national average.  Indeed, when measured against 

the JSE’s 63 most empowered companies, the Society ties with City Lodge Hotels in 

35th place. 

 

By way of investment in staff training, efforts are being made to increase the score to 

Level 4 in 2019. 

 

All staff continue to fulfil their duties with pleasing demeanours and in a commendable 

fashion. 

 

Other notable events: 

 

 Following employment spanning fourteen years, Barbara Shaw retired. 

 

As is the case with Margaret Mitchell, Mrs Shaw continues to remain part of the 

RAS ‘team’ in respect of set projects, most notably overseeing the Asset 

Register, livestock prize monies and BEE requirements. 

 

 Having passed a three month probationary period with ‘flying colours’, the 

Society’s new bookkeeper, Paula Greyling formally joined the Society on 1 

December 2017. 

 

 Lara Bezuidenhout, the Society’s Exhibition Co-ordinator gave birth to a healthy 

son in April of 2018.   

 

Cordial relations with Nehawu (the Union representing the Society’s hourly paid staff) 

continue to be maintained.   

 

 

CORPORATE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY 

Whilst grants are made available to selected projects falling directly under the ambit 

of the Royal and Witness Garden Shows; being a ‘not for gain’ organisation, the 

Society is not in a position to make donations per se. 

 

This notwithstanding, support is afforded a number of organisations primarily by way of 

logistics, discounting and assistance in kind. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

In 2018 this included: 

 

 All agricultural and quasi-agricultural conferences, events and training 

programmes, where no hire charge was levied for use of any facility.  

 

 Mentorship of young learners – many from rural areas – in respect of 

beautification and sustainablility. 

 

 The conducting of training programmes for 200 emerging farmers.  This exercise 

is overseen by agricultural specialists, without any charge being levied 

participants. 

 

 An R18 000 contribution to the SPCA by way of proceeds derived from the Royal 

Show Gold Cup Charity Auction.  

 

 A reduction of up to 75% in hire charges in respect of Rotary, Lions International, 

Round Table, Gujarati Vedic, the Education, Culture and Welfare Organisation, 

Hospice, PADCA, the Family Aid Trust and similar organisations. 

 

 Although not taken up in 2018, an offer to make available to a deserving Future 

Farmers student a medium term loan to facilitate study abroad. 

 

 

OUTLOOK 

Despite the South African exhibition and conference industry being confronted with 

challenges beyond the ordinary, the Royal Agricultural Society of Natal has ended its 

168th year with its ‘head held high’. 

 

On a more sobering note, with minimal fixed investment, increased costs and 

persistent economic and political uncertainties, national confidence levels continue 

to decline. 

 

In such times– and despite not always making sense - the first budget item to be 

trimmed is that of marketing.  This by way of corollary, extends to exhibition and 

conference planning. 

 

Fortunately, whilst we have a longstanding, respected and credible brand in the 

‘Royal Show’ and enjoy a moderately competitive advantage, this must not be 

allowed to create an air of false promise. 

 

Accordingly and accepting that the Society is not singularly in a position to influence 

macro-economic trends, management is committed to pursuing a policy of 

conservative prudence in all its dealings. 

 

Further, and as alluded to in previous annual reports, we continue to give serious 

consideration to the future, taking cognisance of current risks and future opportunity’s. 

 

These include amongst others, the pressures of urbanisation. Indeed, despite the Royal 

Agricultural Society being ‘the first kid on the block’ in 1902, the incongruity and 

concomitant stress in 2018 of hosting a bucolic event in a modern day residential and 

commercial area is becoming increasingly apparent. 

 

Driven by necessity, this will require addressing in the short to medium term. 

 

 



 

 

 

I would like to acknowledge with appreciation the professional input of the CEO and 

the RAS staff and also thank members of all committees, for their sterling contribution 

during the course of the past year. 

 

 

 

MIKE MONCUR 

President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

THE SOCIETY’S SPONSORS 

 

The Royal Agricultural Society of Natal is most grateful to the following 

individuals, companies and organisations for their generous sponsorship and 

support during the past year 

 

AAM  Jacques Abattoir 

AFGRI  KZN Red Meat Producers Org 

Ambleside 

 

KZN Tourism  

ARC Landbouweekblad  

Big Beat Productions Malanseuns  

BKB McDonald Stuart Landscapes  

Blackwood's Nursery Midlands Mascor  

Booysens Refrigeration Msunduzi Municipality  

Brandon Leer Auctioneers Parklane Spar  

CHC Caterers Metro Cars  

Coca-Cola Beverages SA Radio Hindvani  

 

Daily News  Radio Sonder Grense 

Dairy-Tech 

 

SAMIC  

De Heus  Sanlam 

De Laval Standard Bank 

East Coast Radio The Gardener 

Ethekwini Municipality The Mercury 

Exhibition Stands The Expo Factory 

Farmer's Weekly The Witness 

First National Bank Veeplaas 

FMS Vethouse 

Garden & Home Voermol 

Gromor Unbranded Africa 

Illovo Sugar And numerous individuals 

 
 



 

 

2018 ROYAL SHOW 

RECIPIENTS OF MAJOR AWARDS 

(Crafts and Home Industries Awards are listed within the Section Report) 

 

PEDIGREE CATTLE  

The RAS Gold Cup 

(Beef Bull Supreme Champion) 

Breed:  Grey Brahman 

Linde du Plessis – Brandwater Brahmane 

 

The Sutherland Trophy 

(Beef Bull Reserve Supreme Champion) 

Breed:  Braunvieh 

Gawie Naude - Eduan Farming  

 

The RAS Gold Cup 

(Beef Cow Supreme Champion) 

Breed: Simmentaler 

Pieter Oelofse 

 

The Meadow Feeds Trophy 

(Beef Cow Reserve Supreme Champion) 

Breed:  Braunvieh 

Gawie Naude 

 

The RAS Gold Cup 

(Dairy Supreme Champion) 

Breed:  Holstein 

Jaco Herbst 

 

The John Simpson Memorial Trophy 

(Dairy Reserve Supreme Champion) 

Breed:  Jersey 

Jonssons Maddox Philharmonic – J Jonsson 

 

 

COMMERCIAL CATTLE   

Champion Commercial Animal on the Hoof 

Breed:  Bonsmara 

Vryburg Beef Study Group     

 

 

Champion Carcass 

Breed:  Bonsmara 

Vryburg  Beef Study Group    

 

 

PEDIGREE SHEEP 

The Farmer Floating Trophy 

(Supreme Champion Ram) 

Breed: Ile de France 

Corné Nel – Jancor Stud 

 

 



 

 

William Cooper & Nephews Floating Trophy  

(Supreme Champion Ewe) 

Breed:  Dormer 

2 Broers Dormer Stoet 

 

COMMERCIAL SHEEP   

The BKB Floating Trophy 

Champion Lamb on the Hoof 

Breed: Suffolk x Dormer 

Twee Seuns 

 

The Crafcor Hygrade Floating Trophy 

Champion Carcass 

Breed:  White Dorper 

Gert Lotter 

 

COMMERCE & INDUSTRIES       

 

THE ROYAL COMMERCIAL FLOATING TROPHY 

Best and most outstanding display in an exhibition Hall 

Honey Hall 

 

 

THE ROYAL INDUSTRIAL FLOATING TROPHY 

Presented by the Society for the best and most outstanding display  

in an individual building 

University of KwaZulu Natal 

 

 

THE ‘HULAMIN’ FLOATING TROPHY 

Presented for the best and most outstanding display on an open site 

Weston Agricultural College 

 

 

THE WESBANK TROPHY 

Presented for the most outstanding motor industry display 

Toyota 

 

 

THE MERCURY TROPHY 

Presented by the Mercury Newspaper for the best display in  

The Mercury Festival of Fine Living Hall 

Good-Hope Trading – Home Life Store 

 

 

THE DAVID WING TROPHY 

Presented by the Society for the best display of  

‘light-duty’ agricultural equipment 

Pmburg Power Products 

 

 

THE PIETERMARITZBURG CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AGRIQUIP FLOATING TROPHY 

Presented by the Chamber for the best display of   

‘heavy-duty’ agricultural equipment 

Monosem 



 

 

THE ORANGE BLOSSOM TROPHY 

Awarded for the best and most outstanding display of materials handling and 

construction equipment including heavy duty forestry machinery 

JCB Mascor 
 

 

THE PIETERMARITZBURG CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRIES FLOATING TROPHY 

Awarded to the exhibitor who has the best South African industrial display 

Stafix 
 

 

 THE PIETERMARITZBURG CHAMBER OF BUSINESS TROPHY 

Awarded to a small business exhibitor 

Diaries 
 

 

DIE PIETERMARITZBURG SAKEKAMER SHIELD 

Awarded to the best display by an exhibitor who has not previously  

exhibited at the Royal Show 

Ardendorff Machinery Mart 
 

 

THE PIETERMARITZBURG CHAMBER OF  

COMMERCE AND INDUSTRIES AWARD 

Presented by the PCCI for the most outstanding trade exhibit by a member of the 

private sector, based in the greater Pietermaritzburg area, promoting the exhibitor’s 

products or services and promoting the prosperity and/or development of the 

greater Pietermaritzburg area 

Marksman  
 

 

THE MUHL PERPETUAL FLOATING TROPHY 

Awarded to the best display by a Government Department 

South African Police Services 
 

 

THE TELKOM CUSTOMER CARE TROPHY 

Awarded to the exhibitor who, by virtue of the warm and helpful receptiveness  

of the staff and their knowledge and ability to deal with queries,  

together with the availability of requisite information, provides  

the highest standard of customer care and service 

GP Carpenter Snake Park 
 

 

THE ROYAL AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY TROPHY 

Awarded for special endeavour 

Power Star 
 

 

THE PRESIDENT’S TROPHY 

 

Awarded for special endeavour 

SANDF 
 

 

SANLAM TROPHY 

Awarded for Judges Best Original Stand 

All Hands Done 


