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THE ROYAL AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY OF NATAL 
 

 

NOTICE OF MEETING 

 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE  

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

OF MEMBERS OF THE SOCIETY  

WILL BE HELD IN THE GRILL ROOM AT THE SHOWGROUNDS, PIETERMARITZBURG 

ON WEDNESDAY 6 NOVEMBER 2019 AT 15H00 TO TRANSACT THE FOLLOWING BUSINESS 
 
1. Notice convening the meeting 
 
2. Apologies for absence 
 
3. Confirmation of the Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 7 November 

2018 
 
4. To receive and approve the Report on the general affairs of the Society to 

30 June 2019, together with the audited financial statements to that date.  The 
Report and Financial Statements will be made available to any member who 
requests same and copies of the aforesaid documents will be available for 
inspection during normal working hours at the Society’s offices. 

 
5. To receive a report on the state of membership as at 30 June 2019 
 

6. To elect from the Adult Members of the Society an Executive Committee of eight 

Members.  
 
7. To elect an Auditor for the ensuing year. 
 
8. To agree, on the recommendation of the Executive Committee, the entrance 

fees and annual subscriptions for the various classes of membership for the 
ensuing year. 

 
9. To attend to any further business raised by the Executive Committee or by a 

member who is present at the meeting, and who has given 7 days written notice 
thereof to the Executive Committee. 

 

 

By order of the Committee 

T D STRACHAN 

CEO 

16 October 2019 
NOTES: 

 

(a) No candidate shall be eligible for election to the Executive Committee unless he has 

been nominated by two members of the Society and such nomination, endorsed with the 

candidate’s willingness to accept nomination, shall have been delivered to the Society’s 

offices at least seven days before the date for which the Annual General Meeting has 

been convened. 

 

(b) A meeting of the newly constituted Executive Committee will be held in the Committee 

Room at the conclusion of the Annual General Meeting for the purpose of electing a 

President and not more than two Vice-Presidents as well as to conclude any business of 

a pertinent or urgent nature.  



 

 

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE 

for the year ended 30 June 2019 

 
To be presented to Members at the Annual General Meeting of the Society 

to be held in the Grill Room at the Showgrounds, Pietermaritzburg 

on Wednesday, 6 November 2019 

 

 

AN OVERVIEW 

Despite high expectations, the year under review proved testing; indeed, all three 

components of the Society’s operations, being the Royal and Garden Shows and 

Conferences Functions and Events, experienced elements of challenge.   

 

Although reasons are varied, the primary drivers were and remain decreasing levels in 

confidence, and the ‘cocooning’ of operations whereby limited marketing budgets 

and the preserving of liquidity have assumed pre-eminence in respect of business 

strategy.    

 

Also, whilst the Royal and Garden Shows were deemed to have been a perceptual 

success for participants and visitors alike; attendance in both instances was down on 

that of 2018.    

 

This notwithstanding, the Royal Mews Trust produced an acceptable set of results, 

which by way of an income distribution accrues annually to the Royal Agricultural 

Society; a pleasing ‘back-stop’ that ‘cushions’ against the vagaries of challenging 

times.   

 

Overall headline earnings reflect a surplus of R581 346 as opposed to R1 203 320 in 

2018.   

 

 

Positives 

 Necessitated by poor attendance, repetition and the frequent inability to 

achieve a quorum at Management and Executive Committee meetings, an 

amended Constitution catering for a leaner and more streamlined committee, 

was approved at the AGM on 7 November 2018. 

 

 Despite the uncertainties and hurdles confronting the South African agricultural 

sector, cattle and sheep numbers at the 2019 Royal Show saw an increase for 

the third consecutive year.  Indeed, smallstock numbers, at 1 076, set a new Show 

record.  

 

 Also, the Carcass Competition livestreamed to 15 000 viewers for the first time, set 

a new South African record of R200 per kg for beef. 

 

 Having been a source of consternation in 2017 and 2018, the biometric system – 

upgraded from a fingerprint to a card swipe system – operated faultlessly. 

 

 A refund in the amount of R300 000 relating to a longstanding water consumption 

overcharge was received. 

 

 Following a protracted exercise, an Agreement of Lease was entered into with 

the Pietermaritzburg Chamber of Business in respect of Chamber House.  

 



 

 

 

 

 The year also saw a refund of Transfer Duty paid in the quantum of R350 000; this 

relating to the subdivision occupied by the Bank Park.   

 

 Overseen by the KZN Beekeepers Association, July 2018 saw the Showgrounds 

hosting a National Apiarian Conference concluding with a one day expo under 

the banner of the ‘Honey Festival’.  All expectations were exceeded and it is 

anticipated that this will become an annual event.  

 

 In terms of attendance and commitment, the reconstituted Executive 

Committee has proved effective. 

 

 It was pleasing to note that for the first time in a number of years, the Society 

experienced an increase in the number of members. 

 

 The Society has successfully invested in a computer programme to simplify the 

management, control and monitoring of the Membership base. 

 

 The four yearly inspection and refurbishment of Woodrite House was satisfactorily 

completed.  

 

 The Starlight Jazz Festival in August 2018 was a great success and saw in excess 

of 8 000 attendees. 

 

 Negotiations with Nehawu, the union representing hourly paid employees, were 

amicable with agreement being achieved on an increment equating to 2% 

above the CPI.    

 

 The joint sewer line serving the Hereford Financial Services facility and the Society 

was separated during the year, leaving only the shared electrical supply 

outstanding.  Once this takes place, transfer of the subdivision to the Royal Mews 

Trust can be effected. 

 

 An in-house recycling programme relating to plastics, cans and glass was 

introduced, and appears to be working well. 

 

 The eThekwini (Durban) Municipality assumed ‘ownership’ of Hall 4 at the Royal 

Show; the purpose being to showcase the Metro’s various entities.  

 

 The Society received a Level 4 BEE rating (in terms of the new codes) placing it 

in the top 35% of South African businesses. 

 

 Although the agreement caters for an annual reassessment of positions, Tanya 

Visser of The Gardener and the Society agreed to extend the Memorandum of 

Understanding in respect of the Garden Show for a further five years. 

 

 Providing impetus to an already vibrant beef component, the Wagyu Breed 

participated in the Royal Show by way of a meaningful display and marketing 

campaign. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Negatives 

 Whilst offset by the positive results achieved by the Royal Mews Trust, the singular 

operations of the Royal Agricultural Society continues to incur losses. 

 

 Royal Show attendance decreased from 129 050 in 2018 to 117 037. 

 

 Although the beef presence and overall cattle numbers grew; 2019 was the first 

Royal Show on record to not include a dairy component. 

 

 Conferences Functions and Events outside of shows saw a contraction of 23%; 

this being the most significant contributor to the reduced bottom line.  

 

 Aligned to the provincial government austerity programme, the traditional 

format of the official Opening of the 2019 KZN Legislature at the Royal 

Showgrounds was cancelled, and replaced with a pleasing, but low-key 

function.   

 

Deemed to be the Society’s most important event outside of the Royal Show, this 

proved disappointing. 

 

Also, hopes to host the post-election Opening of the Legislature in June did not 

materialise.  

 

 Intrusions, accompanied by theft, continued unabated during the course of the 

year.  This regrettably resulted in the loss of 212 sheep gates.  Although a number 

were recovered, the nett uninsured loss equated to R88 500. 

 

 Necessitated by a restructuring exercise, the Coca-Cola Sales and Marketing 

offices, were required to relocate to alternative premises.   

 

 Also, and following a presence spanning fifty years, Standard Bank elected to 

close their facility on site; this being in line with their national banking floor 

restructuring initiatives.  

 

 Primarily the result of appalling weather on Saturday, 8 September, the Witness 

Garden Show’s final attendance stood at 15 595 as opposed to 18 125 the 

previous year. 

 

 

ROYAL SHOW – GENERAL ASSESSMENT 

In partnership with First National Bank, Coca-Cola and East Coast Radio, the 169th 

Royal Show took place from 24 May through 2 June with good weather prevailing 

throughout.  

 

Despite economic uncertainties and the stresses effecting agriculture, not only were 

livestock numbers pleasing, but with a presence of 1 076 sheep and goats, a new 

Royal Show record was set for Smallstock entries. 

 

The 2019 Royal Show was also privileged to host the Dexter and Hampshire Down 

National Championships.    

 

A full report on the Royal Show Livestock Section follows on page xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx  

 



 

 

With several first-time exhibitors and most well-known brands participating; tractor, 

implement and agricultural logistics were well-represented.  

 

Also, although there was a diminution in the number of construction and materials 

handling displays, the sector continues to have a meaningful presence. 

 

Although the Royal maintains its position as the largest mixed agricultural show in the 

country catering for livestock and equipment; its perpetuation is underwritten by the 

informative and eclectic mix of the 478 industrial and commercial exhibits.  These were 

supplemented with an entertainment programme catering to every taste.  Indeed, 

the variety and quality on offer probably exceeds that of most alternative events in 

South Africa.  

 

This notwithstanding, the Royal Show did not escape the realities of the harsh 

economic environment, and this translated into a drop in attendance of 9,3% from 

129 050 in 2018 to 117 037.  Whilst ‘cold-comfort’, this is somewhat better than the norm 

confronting the South African exhibition industry at this time. 

 

For the second consecutive year, Saturday, 25 May, saw some 350 guests arrive by 

train from Durban.  As this is not a prevalent means of travel – at least in South Africa – 

the excitement for families on the day was palpable.  Also, the extra-long hoot on 

arrival and departure appealed to the visceral senses and was reminiscent of the mail-

ship days.    

 

Aside from traditional displays and activities, the Royal Show is increasingly being used 

to afford training and disseminate information.  In 2019, this again saw a repeat of the 

‘Living Land Workshop’ seminar introduced in 2017.  On the day, 13 modules were 

presented by specialists in their respective fields, to 200 emerging farmers.    

 

The practice of theming certain halls continued in 2019, with the mix being made up 

as follows:   

 

 The Mercury Food and Festival of Fine Living located in the Olympia Hall in the 

epicentre of the grounds; the primary focus being on sustenance and the 

kitchen, with the portion abutting the Royal Food Court including a tourism 

component.     

 

 Hall 1:  Un-themed.   

 

 Hall 2:  ‘The Daily News Hall’, focused on fashion attire, but included a strong 

emphasis on hair products.   

 

 Hall 3:  ‘The Royal Indian Pavilion’, displayed, and had available for sale, 

products sourced from the Indian sub-continent.   

 

 New Hall 4:  The City of Durban illustrated various facets of life within the Greater 

eThekwini Municipality.     

 

 Hall 5:  Otherwise known as the ‘Crafts and Home Industries Hall’, this remains 

one of the larger displays of its kind in the country.  Also, and for the first time, 

an interactive display by the Woodworkers Guild was included.  The initiative 

was well received.       

 

 Hall 6: Un-themed 



 

 

 

 Hall 7: Home décor and interior design 

 

 Hall 8:  Un-themed 

 

 Hall 9:  With a colourful exhibit, the hall was utilised to display the Havel range 

of motor vehicles. 

  

 Hall 10:  Together with the adjacent site, the hall hosted a joint display by the 

South African National Defence Force and the South African Police Services.   

 

 Sheep Expo Hall:  The interactive Sheep, Goat and Wool Exposition again 

proved a popular spot for visitors, with highlights including daily sheep shearing 

demonstrations, crochet, and spinning workshops.   

 

As has become the norm, the assessment of exhibitors is sought by way of a simple 

electronic questionnaire reading as follows:  

‘In terms of your expectations, how would you rank your participation in the 2019 Royal 

Show out of 10’. 

 

With a 38% response, the results were as follows: 

 

Score 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 

% of responses 20 15 16 19 11 6 6 2 4 1 

 

Despite the challenges of the day, the results reflect a largely satisfied exhibitor mix. 

 

The concept of ‘Super Friday’ introduced in 2017 was perpetuated at the 

commencement of the second weekend, and together with a lower gate charge, 

evening entertainment, and discounting afforded by caterers, exhibitors and the 

funfair, the exercise was positively received.   

 

Of lesser success, was the idea of also reducing the gate charge for all on the first 

Friday to that of the Pensioner’s and Children’s rate. Regrettably, whilst having a 

negative effect on gate-takings, the perk did not translate into increased attendance.    

 

The Royal Show affords an opportunity to host a number of social functions for the 

benefit of both the Society as well as commercial enterprises.  In 2019, these included: 

 

 The traditional opening FNB Farmers Breakfast. 

 

 The live broadcast of the RSG programme ‘Brekfis met Derrich’.  The occasion, 

sponsored by the Red Meat Producers Organisation (RPO), saw 130 guests 

being hosted to a full breakfast.  With in excess of 1 million listeners nationally, 

the popularity of the occasion was illustrated by the fact that all guests had 

arrived and were seated by 06h30. Not bad for a Winter’s morning! 

       

 The Sanlam sponsored Awards Cocktail Lunch.  

 

 The Farmers Braai in the Cattle Arena on Monday evening; a pleasing event 

sponsored by Farmers Weekly, Sanlam and the Nguni Breeders Society.  Live 

music and a superb meal was enjoyed by the 200 guests. 



 

 

 

 The Crafts and Home Industries Breakfast and presentation of awards. 

 

 The Wagyu Breeders Society luncheon. 

 

 The conclusion of the highly successful Landbouweekblad Carcass Auction saw 

breeders and registered buyers attending a ‘Cheese and Wine’ cocktail 

function.  This first-time event was well-received. 

 

 Being the culmination of the livestock component, the Standard Bank Gold 

Cup Parade, Presentation and Dinner took place on Wednesday evening; a 

glittering occasion for all attendees.   

 

Once again, the Red Meat Producers Organisation (RPO) came to the fore by 

way of sponsoring the tenderest of fillet making up the main course. They were 

also the successful bidder in respect of a full page advertisement in Veeplaas; 

this being the subject of the Novelty Auction overseen by Fiso Hadebe, the 

winner of the Young Auctioneer Competition held earlier in the week.  R11 000 

was raised at this time for the benefit of the Pietermaritzburg SPCA. 

 

 The ABSA luncheon, specifically for business clients of the bank was hosted on 

Thursday. 

 

The varied quality of the Royal Show’s entertainment mix is deemed to be ‘second to 

none’ when compared to the ‘package’ on offer at similar events.  2019 again 

appeared to meet expectations, with highlights being:    

 

 A full equestrian programme primarily supported by Tentpegging, the Provincial 

Boerperd Championships and general Showing Classes.  In respect of the latter, 

the Royal maintains its position as South Africa’s premier Showing venue.  

 

 The East Coast Radio Royal Rock Concert, featuring Sutherland, Holly Rey, Kyle 

Deutsch and Goodluck on Saturday afternoon, 25 May.  

 

 The Royal Symphony Concert on Sunday morning, 26 May, themed Power of 

the March to the elegance of the Waltz. 

 

 The RSG Concert on Sunday afternoon, 26 May, featuring Tussen Sterre, Sonja 

Herholdt, Snotkop and Ricus Nel. 

 

 The Hindvani FM Extravaganza included a fusion of dance and song on 

Saturday evening, 1 June. 

 

 By way of two 45 minute interactive demonstrations, the ‘Strong Man Display’, 

catered for the participation of youngsters in a dedicated section of the main 

arena.  

 

 KZN dog agility trials on Friday, 31 May, and Saturday, 1 June. 

 

 The return of two favourites on the second weekend of the Show, being four 10 

minute aerobatic displays under the banner of the ‘Puma Flying Lions’, and the 

‘Monster Flight Night Show’ with freestyle Motocross riders performing the latest 

stunts on a well-choreographed set.  



 

 

 

 

 2019 also saw the return of the ‘Royal Demolition Derby’, where a team of stock 

car racers competed with one other by way of motorised destructive power.   

 

 Sunday, 2 June, wrapped up the Royal Show, with the well-received schools 

‘Rock ‘n Royal Marimba Fest’ in the morning, followed by the Sisonke Music 

Festival.  The latter included a DJ competition and a programme of dance, 

electronic and hip-hop music. 

 

 The regional leg of the Powasol Enduro-X championship series took place under 

the auspices of Motorsport South Africa in the Cattle Arena on Saturday, 1 and 

Sunday, 2 June. 

 

 From an educational perspective, ‘Working on Fire’ demonstrations and shark 

dissections complemented a range of activities for schoolchildren.   

 

In respect of marketing; the print, broadcast, street posters and social media were the 

primary areas of focus.  This included a high quality updated supplement published by 

the Witness.  Also, in line with the modern norm and social nuances of ‘Millennials’, 

annual website ‘traffic’ saw an increase from 218 524 in 2018 to 223 682. 

 

Following two particularly stressful years in terms of perfecting biometric access, it was 

pleasing to note that by substituting fingerprints for swipe cards, the hybridised system 

with its ‘checks and balances’ worked perfectly.   

 

Although there were relatively few negatives, the fact that a number of commercial 

exhibitors had not completed ‘set-up’ in advance of the Show’s opening, is cause for 

frustration and concern.  This will require addressing in advance of 2020. 

 

 

ROYAL SHOW ATTENDANCES 

 

 2019 2018 2017 

Day 1 ......................  5 856 7 653 7 184 

Day 2  .....................  19 165 19 730 17 285 

Day 3 ......................  15 515 15 924 14 329 

Day 4  .....................  5 637 6 921 5 542 

Day 5  .....................  8 640 6 757 5 986 

Day 6  .....................  10 526 10 920 12 379 

Day 7  .....................  9 683 14 051 17 674 

Day 8  .....................  9 707 10 492 10 397 

Day 9  .....................  23 546 26 122 23 942 

Day 10  ...................  8 762 10 480 9 946 

 117 037 129 050 124 664 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

2019 ROYAL SHOW – LIVESTOCK  

Now in its 23rd year, the strategic focus of revitalising the Royal Show’s livestock section 

was perpetuated in 2019.  Pleasing entries were received and with enhanced national 

interest, the Show’s credibility continues to expand.  Indeed and pretence aside, the 

Royal is increasingly acknowledged to be the ‘best’ agricultural show in the country.     

 

Comparative livestock entries spanning the years 2016 through 2019 are as follows:     

 

 2019 2018 2017 2016 

Goats, fat lamb and sheep breeds 1 076 681 558 473 

Cattle  705 662 504 498 

Birds 1 902 2 287 2 200 2 501 

Rabbits 343 439 432 412 

Total 4 026 4 069 3 694 3 884 

 

Aside from smallstock entries breaking all previous records, with 116 animals 2019 saw 

the largest Dorper presence ever recorded at a Royal Show. 

 

One can’t ‘win them all’, and despite the high standard; Dormer, Ile de France and 

Suffolk numbers were down on previous years. 

 

The highlight of the Sheep Section is the Gold Cup competition, and for the first time 

ever, one exhibitor, Dr Corrie Avenant, took the Supreme Ewe and Ram in both the 

sheep and goat sections. 

 

For the second consecutive year, the Royal Show hosted a successful KZN Indigenous 

Veld Goat Auction, which interestingly included a Dorper, Nguni and Meatmasters 

component. 

 

As this took place on the second Saturday, the Show was blessed to have a 

meaningful smallstock presence for nine of the ten days of the event.    

 

Although beef entries remain healthy; owing to the nature of the business and the fact 

that the adjudication of comparative excellence is tending towards on-farm 

assessment; there were no dairy cattle on display.  In an effort to address the hiatus, 

the Royal Show will carefully consider options in respect of this component going 

forward. 

 

The 38th KZN Youth Show, marketed under the banner ‘The show where every 

participant is a winner’, saw further growth in 2019, and concluded with the selection 

of the KZN team to participate in the national show in Vryburg later in the year.  

 

Both the Cattle and Sheep Expo elicited interest.  Whilst the latter included a number 

of interactive demonstrations, the bovine section incorporated a consequential and 

informative display by the Wagyu Breed Society, a portion of which took place in a 

dedicated marquee.  Interestingly, their total six-day stock of Wagyu burgers, being a 

component of their display, were sold-out by the Saturday afternoon of the first 

weekend.   

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

The 2019 Royal Show Carcass Competition held on Tuesday evening, 28 May, saw 

buyers  bidding for the country’s top carcasses, in the presence of an audience of 200 

plus. 

 

Now in its 28th year, and having set three national and one international record; the 

occasion is acknowledged by breeders and buyers alike, to be a premier event on 

the South African Red Meat calendar. 

 

The competition continues to grow in terms of eliciting national interest, and this year’s 

event drew entries from as far afield as the Northern Cape, Mpumalanga and the 

Northern Province.  

 

2019 was also the first occasion that the event was live-streamed.  This alone had a 

reach of 15 000 persons. 

 

98 cattle, 88 lambs and 169 pigs (76 from emerging and 93 from commercial breeders) 

were entered.   

 

At the request of breeders – and falling outside of the SAMIC classes - 2019 

perpetuated the Super Lamb and Super Ox competitions to cater for carcasses with 

higher weights (above 50 and 315 kg’s respectively).    

 

Also, the Wagyu Breed Society participated for the first time; this by way of an auction 

of a single 420 kg carcass that sold for R160 000. This likewise did not form part of the 

Samic competition. 

 

The quality on offer was deemed to be of a high standard, and a new South African 

record price of R200 per kg was set for beef.  

 

The Royal Show’s record status is now as follows: 

 

Lamb 2007 R3 000 / kg National and international record 

Beef 2019 R200 / kg National record 

Pork 2016 R95 / kg National record 

Pork 2019 - First recorded occasion where one show 

has won all commercial Samic awards 

 

 

All three champion carcasses were purchased by The Oyster Box Hotel.  

 

Brandon Leer, acknowledged to be one of South Africa’s top auctioneers and 

raconteurs, oversaw the event.   

 

Whilst bidding in the case of pork was subdued; when viewed against the guaranteed 

ruling prices of R45 per kg for beef, R66,50 per kg for lamb and R21 per kg for pork; the 

occasion saw relatively good prices being realised. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Final results were as follows: 

 
Lamb 

Competition 

% Breeder Breed Price 

per kg 

Buyer 

Champion  97,50 

 

Gert Lotter 

 

Ile de France 

White Dorper 

X 

R1 500 
Oyster Box 

Hotel 

1st Reserve 

 
97,45 Coetzee Reitz White Dorper R500 

Oyster Box 

Hotel 

2nd Reserve 95,28 E le Roux White Dorper R100 
Kennedy Meat 

Market 

Super Lamb 

 
92,78 Gert Lotter Snr White Dorper R190 

Shams 

Butchery 

Champ European 

Genetics  
93,34 Regina Harmse Ile de France R175 

Willowton 

Meats 

Reserve European 

Genetics 
92,19 Regina Harmse Ile de France R200 

Kennedy Meat 

Market 

Champion Group 

 
N/A E le Roux White Dorper R220 

Oyster Box 

Hotel 

Reserve 

Champion Group 
N/A ATKA White Dorper R160 

Willowton 

Meats 

 

 

  Beef 

Competition 

     

Champion 

 
94,54 

Weston Agricultural 

College 
Beefmaster R200 

Oyster Box  

Hotel 

1st Reserve  
92,43 

Mtubatuba Mini 

Farm 
Bonsmara R100 

Oyster Box  

Hotel 

2nd Reserve 
89,83 

Owen Sithole 

College 
Brahman X R45 

Willowton 

Meats 

Super Ox 

 
87,22 Richard Tedder Brangus R45 

Lowlands  

Meats 

Champion Group 
N/A 

Vryheid Landbou 

Kollege 

Bonsmara 

 
R45 

Willowton 

Meats 

Reserve 

Champion Group 
N/A 

Weston Agricultural 

College 
Beefmaster R46 

Willowton 

Meats 

      

Pork competition      

Champion 

 
93,41 Glenelly PIC R90 

Oyster Box 

Hotel 

1st Reserve 

 
93,02 Butt Farming Topig R30 

Kennedy 

Mutton Market 

2nd Reserve 

 
92,66 Hogan Stud Duroc X R25 

Shams 

Butchery 

 

Champion Group 

 
N/A NHELC PIC R21 Taylors Meats 

Reserve 

Champion Group 
N/A Glenelly PIC R21 Taylors Meats 

Champion 

Carcass Emerging 

Farmer 

94,53 B Gumede PIC R21 
Kennedy 

Mutton Market 

Reserve 

Champion 

Carcass Emerging 

Farmer 

90,66 B Gumede PIC R21 
Kennedy 

Mutton Market 

 



 

 

 

 

One of the more notable and pleasing facets of the 2019 competition, related to the 

success of agricultural colleges and emerging farmers.  This augers well for the future 

of South African farming. 

 

The 2019 SAMIC Awards function in Vryburg is a prestigious occasion where the best 

national carcasses for the preceding year are acknowledged.  In this instance, the 

Royal performed remarkably well, especially in respect of pork, where, paradoxically1, 

the Show won every commercial accolade, as well as achieving a National 

Champion award in the emerging farmer category. 

 

Results were as follows: 

 

 Royal Show – Largest Agricultural Show in the RSA hosting a National Carcass 

Competition 2018/2019 

 

 Commercial Pork 

Champion - Best Show Award 

 

 Commercial Pork Champions –  

National Champion – Glenelly 

Reserve Champion – Butt Farming 

First Reserve Champion – Hogan Stud 

 

 Commercial Pork Group Champions –  

National Champion – NHELC 

Reserve Champion – Glenelly 

First Reserve Champion – NHELC 

 

 Emerging Pork 

            Champion - Best Show Award 

 

 Emerging Pork Champion - 

National Champion – B Gumede 

 

 Commercial Lamb – 

Reserve Top Show Award 

 

 

On a lighter note, the KZN leg of the Toyota Young Auctioneer Competition took place 

in the cattle arena on the Monday evening, with the winners being Fiso Hadebe and 

Fernando Craighead in the senior and junior categories respectively. 

 

 

Note: 

The major award recipients are listed on page ……….   

 

 

 
1   In the light of relatively poor bids being achieved in the case of pork, at the auction 

 

 

 

 



 

 

BIRDS 

Despite a diminution in numbers; with its mix of poultry, budgerigars, cage birds and 

pigeons, the 2019 Royal Show was deemed a success.  Public interest was exceptional, 

and the sale sections allowed the public to purchase without detracting from that on 

display.  

 

Outside of the Royal, the Oxford Game Fowl Club Show, was hosted at the grounds, 

and with 700 entries and support from Mpumalanga as well as Gauteng and the North 

West Province, the occasion exceeded expectations.   

 

 

RABBITS 

With entries of 343 quality animals from 29 exhibitors, and the presence of Peter Faint, 

a British judge, the Show elicited praise from exhibitors and the public. 

 

In addition to the Royal, well supported monthly Sunday afternoon table shows were 

held, including a Championship Show in October.  

 

A further plus; membership of the club is increasing steadily.  

 

 

HONEY 

 

Regrettably, Honey entries were down on that of 2018, with none being received from 

out of province. 

 

That notwithstanding, strict adjudication, ably overseen by Reg Morgan, Kim McCall, 

Linnea Cooper and Matt Walker, confirmed that the standard remains high. 

  

The Solomon family and the McCalls, both seasoned beekeepers ‘swept the floor’ in 

respect of trophies. 

 

2019 saw a resurgence of interest in both the Mead classes and novelty wax sections, 

where especially in respect of the latter, efforts are being made to enhance 

enthusiasm on the part of schools.   

 

The Royal Show KZN Bee-farmers Association continued to disseminate information to 

the public in respect of honey fraud by way of adulteration1. 

 

The Showgrounds also hosted the inaugural Honey Festival (on Sunday, 8 July 2018) 

affording a fun day of interest for the family.  The occasion saw honey and related 

products for purchase, tastings, a beer garden, children’s entertainment, gourmet 

food stalls and lucky-draw prizes.  1 500 visitors attended, and the event will be 

perpetuated in 2019.   
 

 

EQUESTRIAN 

With a varied programme including Tentpegging, Showing Classes and the KwaZulu-

Natal Regional Boerperd Championships (with a variety of disciplines); the Royal 

catered for a pleasing mix of equestrian competition and entertainment.  The Show 

was also pleased to host Enos Mafokate, South Africa’s first Black show-jumping 

champion, whom aside from local accolades, came fifth at the Wembley Royal 

International Horseshow. 

 
1    The inclusion of syrup and/or additives     



 

 

 

 

In order to achieve maximum exposure for the classes, the main arena was divided 

into two, with Showing on one half and Boerperd Classes running simultaneously on 

the other.  The format ensured that there was always something going on at any one 

time. 

 

In respect of Showing, there is little doubt that the Royal maintains its position as South 

Africa’s premier Venue, and for the third consecutive year, international officials 

adjudged the Classes, further ensuring a high standard.   

 

With 46 horses, the 58th annual Pietermaritzburg Pony Show was held in June, and was, 

as always, appreciated by the youngsters that attended.  The occasion is often 

deemed to have been the catalyst that inspired many of South Africa’s top riders to 

pursue the sport. Indeed, it enthuses and affords an opportunity to ride in the 

prestigious main arena of the Royal Showgrounds, and that experience alone will stay 

with them for many years. 

 

 

CRAFTS & HOME INDUSTRIES 

With a varied mix of entries, and a moderate increase in the number of exhibitors, the 

Crafts and Home Industries Hall afforded visitors with displays of interest and 

excellence.   

 

The overall Champion for 2019 was Jane Henstock, with Janet McCoy being the 

runner-up. 

 

For the third consecutive year, Nicola-Paige Hanegraaf was adjudged Junior 

Champion, with Swartkop Valley taking the Women’s Institute honours. 

To complement the traditional; the 2019 Royal Show included the presence of the 

Midlands Woodworkers Guild, which by way of ongoing demonstrations elicited 

considerable interest.  

For the combined effort of all components, the Hall was awarded a Gold medallion 

as well as the Presidents Cup for Special Endeavour. 

 

MARKETING    

In respect of its various activities, including but not limited to the Royal Show, the twelve 

month Marketing focus encompassed a mix of radio, print and social media as 

conduits of exposure.  

 

In line with modern norms, the latter has witnessed exponential growth; this with the 

assistance of Easy2Access being the ‘anchor’ of the endeavour, and Networthy, 

affording specialist input in respect of onsite recordings and live streaming. 

 

Website traffic increased from 218 524 to 223 682, with Facebook impressions during 

the course of the year peaking at 685 536.  

 

The Royal Show continues to enjoy special relationships with Radio Sonder Grense and 

East Coast Radio, two of South Africa’s most popular stations.  In both instances, 

significant added-value was afforded; this to complement ‘paid-for’ advertising.    

 

   



 

 

 

 

SPONSORSHIP 

The Royal is indebted to and acknowledges with appreciation the support of 

numerous individuals and entities, who in cash or kind, contributed to the Society’s 

2019 projects; very especially, First National Bank, Coca-Cola Beverages and East 

Coast Radio, being the Royal Show corporate sponsors.     

 

Whilst the list is significant, contributions that exceeded R50 000 were gratefully 

received from: 

 

 Red Meat Producers Organisation  

 Standard Bank 

 The Witness 

 The Mercury 

 Radio Sonder Grense 

 

A full list of sponsors appears on page XXXX. 

 

 

HONORARY LIFE MEMBERSHIP 

No recipients in 2019.      

 

 

ROYAL AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY OF THE COMMONWEALTH - RASC 

Despite interaction with the RASC being limited, the Royal Agricultural Society of Natal 

remains a committed member of the organisation.   

 

 

2018 WITNESS GARDEN SHOW 

As opposed to the norm, the 43rd Witness Garden Show took place from 7 to 9 

September; a fortnight earlier than that of past years. 

 

Also, following the not altogether successful experiment in 2017 of extending the show 

to four days (to capitalise on the Heritage public holiday); it was decided to return to 

a three day event.  

 

Accepting that this would be to the benefit of certain plant species, notably Clivia’s 

and disadvantage others such as  roses, early September de facto signals the 

commencement of Spring; a not inappropriate time to celebrate a new beginning via 

the conduit of a garden show.   

 

As it turned out, the standard of plant material across the board exceeded 

expectations, and it is likely that future shows will be held at a similar time. 

 

Total attendance stood at 15 595, well down on the 18 125 in 2017. This was largely 

attributable to inclement weather on the Saturday, which with 30 mm’s of persistent 

rain, resulted in the show becoming a two day event. 

 

This notwithstanding, it was pleasing to note that a number of the 170 exhibitors on site 

reported record sales. 

 

Whilst feature gardens in the Parks Hall remain the primary drawcard, the importance 

of ancillary displays and activities have become increasingly apparent.  In 2018, this 



 

 

was underwritten by the South African Floral Union Conference and exhibition held on 

site concurrently with the Show.   

 

Eighty delegates attended and the occasion included the inaugural All Africa Cup for 

Floral Art Competition.  By way of an eclectic mix of outstanding displays, entries were 

received from Kenya, Zimbabwe, Australia and the United States.   

 

Owing to budgetary constraints, representation of municipal parks departments 

witnessed a marked contraction, with only eThekwini (Durban), Kwadukuza (Stanger / 

Ballito) and Msunduzi (Pietermaritzburg) ‘holding the flag’. 

 

Going forward, it is hoped that 2019 will see the return of Cape Town, Mangaung 

(Bloemfontein) and Mbombela (Nelspruit). 

 

Municipalities notwithstanding, there was by no means a dearth of feature displays.  

Indeed, with the increasing participation of private landscapers and corporate 

exhibitors, the Parks Hall again continued to exude a visceral magnificence and 

completeness.   

 

Accepting that judging results always elicit a mix of emotions, the Witness Garden 

Show has a record of subscribing – in terms of self-assessment - to international 

standards of design excellence; anything less would demean participants and indeed 

the event as a whole. 

 

In 2018, the feature garden judging panel comprised Terry van der Riet, Gerald 

Schofield and Lindsay Gray; all respected designers and each well versed in 

horticulture and landscaping.  Their endeavours were supplemented by Andrew Line 

and Karen and Kelly Hodgkins in respect of the adjudication of societies and clubs. 

 

Themed displays included: 

 

 Hall 2, with a well-choreographed mix of exhibits by the Clivia Society.  This was 

complemented by the presence of a number of growers and hobbyists 

involved in nurturing and hybridising this uniquely South African evergreen and 

water-wise plant.   

 

 Hall 9, which again saw the hosting of South Africa’s premier icing cake 

competition and display; a special year as 2018 coincided with the Guild’s 40th 

anniversary (at the show). 

 

With in excess of 130 exhibits, extraordinarily talented displays – from delicate to 

surreal – afforded the public a spectacular experience, solely via the medium 

of sugar.  

 

Pleasingly, the number of exhibits from outside the province of KZN continues to 

grow.  

 

 Junction Square; this attractive area made up of Hall 10 and its adjacent lawns 

saw the inclusion of the Happy Earth exhibit and ‘Schools Gardens’. 

 

The show is well known for its focus on preventing environmental degradation, and 

subscribes to the view that if youngsters are encouraged to ‘buy-in’ to the notion of 

sustainability at an early age, they will forever remain supportive of the endeavour. 



 

 

With the generosity of Coca-Cola, eighty participating pupils, many from rural schools 

– each with unique talent - created eleven mini-gardens.      

 

 Council House, with a traditional display of quilting at its best.  

 

 For the fourth consecutive year, the Grill Room hosted ‘Art in the Mountains’. 

 

Overseen by the Underberg Art Group and co-ordinated by Rob Leenhouwers, the 

display included a mix of completed pieces, as well as art in progress.    

 

 Extraneous to horticulture and aligned activities, the Drakewood’s Tool Expo in 

Hall 4 catered for DIY enthusiasts.  The exhibit included a combination of 

product and interactive demonstrations, the latter being especially well 

received.  

 

 Closely aligned to the Tool Expo, Hall 1 again hosted the ever popular Working 

with Wood exhibition. 

 

Externally, the show is well known for its mix of plant material, including a meaningful 

presence of recently introduced hybrids; this to complement a significant array of 

home-improvement and external decorative accoutrement.  

 

As is customary, the Opening Cocktail and Awards Function took place on the 

evening preceding the show, and was attended by national personalities representing 

the ‘green industry’.  Leon Kluge, the 2018 designer of the award-winning South African 

Chelsea exhibit was guest of honour, and delivered a well-received presentation.   

 

The following accolades were presented in the Feature Garden category: 

 

Bronze 

Candles and Décor 

The MayFord, Sunflower fund garden designed by Green Ant Landscapes 

JPJ Landscapes 

Stihl, Live Village Garden designed by Jordan Landscape 

 

Silver  

Gavin Landscape Designs 

 

Silver with Gilt  

Kwadukuza Municipality 

Ben Botha Landscapes 

Greg Dowsett Landscaping 

Rare and Air 

 

Gold  

The Gardener & Die Tuinier Magazines 

Gordon Stuart Landscaping, Parklane Superspar garden 

Msunduzi Municipality 

eThekwini Municipality 

The Royal Agricultural Society, designed by Dave Moore 

Garden Heart  

KwaZulu Natal Clivia Club  

Midlands Rose Society   



 

 

 

Trophy Awards 

 

 The Protek Floating Trophy for the Best Specialist Display 

Floriate 

 

 Best Garden Club Feature Garden 

Pot Pourri  

 

 The Royal Agricultural Society of Natal CEO’s award  

Msunduzi Municipality 

 

 Best Feature Garden Municipality 

eThekwini Municipality 

 

 The Efekto Care Floating Trophy Best on Show Feature Garden 

The Royal Agricultural Society designed by Dave Moore 

 

It is interesting to compare the technical adjudication of the judges against 

perceptual results of show visitors. 

 

In order of popularity and based on 461 votes cast, the public deemed the top ten to 

be as follows: 

 

The Midlands Rose Society   

The Royal Agricultural Society designed by Dave Moore   

Gordon Stuart Landscaping, Parklane Superspar garden   

eThekwini Municipality        

Msunduzi Municipality        

Greg Dowsett Landscaping       

Ben Botha Landscapes        

KwaDukuza Municipality        

Garden Heart         

The Gardener & Die Tuinier magazines  

 

Schools awards  

 

Best mini-garden  HS Ebrahim School     

Second place   Northern Park Primary School 

Third place       Shri Vishnu Primary school      

                                                                                                                                                                                      

CCBSA award for the best recycling project 

                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Hilton Montessori                                                                                                                                                                                                   

                 

Concurrently with the Witness Garden Show and by way of added value, the main 

arena saw the hosting of the Spring Dog Show.  With three judging rings and in excess 

of 400 entries, the competitive but fun-filled occasion afforded pleasure and interest 

to participants and public alike.    

 

Also, to the west of the arena, the Midlands Four by Four Club obstacle course – which 

became increasingly unforgiving as the week-end proceeded - kept Dads and boys 

entertained. 

 



 

 

All-in-all, a well received and largely successful event; this despite the challenges of 

Saturday’s weather.   

 

 

CONFERENCES, FUNCTIONS & EVENTS 

In line with economic trends, and exacerbated by ‘belt-tightening’ on the part of 

Provincial and Local Government; the cost-centre annualised revenue contribution 

contracted by 22% from R4 453 636 in 2018 to R3 486 497.   

 

The year was further marred with the Office of the Legislature electing to initially 

cancel, but followed a short while thereafter by a decision to host the Opening of the 

Provincial Parliament at the Showgrounds in a significantly contracted format.    

 

The following larger functions were held during the course of the year:  

 

 October 2018:  The Nursing Colleges of KZN annual Graduation. 

 

 November 2018:  The Department of Education Service Awards – pleasing as 

the event was successfully poached from the ICC Durban. 

 

 November 2018:  The Department of Agriculture also hosted 1 500 guests to 

a conference and gala dinner. 

 

 February 2019:  An ‘abbreviated’ Opening of the KZN Parliamentary Session. 

 

 March 2019:  Garden City Commercials handed over a fleet of 20 trucks to 

Baker’s Transport at a well-publicised function held on the Members Terrace 

and Main Arena. 

 

 April 2019: The UKZN Annual Graduation.  

 

 April 2019:  KZN Health Department Annual Service Excellence Awards – also 

a new event previously held at the ICC in Durban. 

 

Other repeat annual events included – 

 The Truevine Church Annual Conference and Celebration 

 Parklane Wine Festival 

 PCB Women in Business Banquet 

 Kwanalu Congress 

 Office of the Premier Employee Medical Aid (GEMS) event 

 

Whilst long-term rental commitments include that of the PCB in respect of Chamber 

House (the renewal of which followed intense and complex negotiations), the regional 

offices of Clover SA and Mace Safety Solutions; the year saw the local Coca-Cola 

Marketing Department, Standard Bank and Hindvani FM, relinquishing their rights of 

tenure.     

 

The Society’s facilities continue to be used extensively for storage and logistics support, 

most notably in respect of new vehicles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

 

 2019 2018 2017 2016 2015 2014 2013 2012 

Adults 1 085 985 1 114 1 341 1 470 1 494 1 486 1 446 

Juniors 99 95 122 182 183 184 160 189 

Life 82 80 83 88 90 83 86 85 

Total 1 266 1 160 1 319 1 611 1 743 1 761 1 732 1 720 

 

Whilst it is difficult to assess committed buy-in to the values and aspirations of the Royal 

Agricultural Society against the convenience factor of simply being a Member, this is 

pleasingly the first increase in a number of years.  

 

 

ORBITUARY 

The Society regrets the passing of any member during the course of the year. 

 

In particular, and inadvertent omissions aside, special mention is made of; 

 

 David Davidson – Horticulturist and long-standing Witness Garden Show judge  

 Dr Raymond Nixon – Respected veterinarian and long-term Member 

 John Plumber – Past Vice-President 

 Ian Cameron – For 25 years, oversaw all Royal Showgrounds stage construction 

 Peter Breytenbach - Past Vice-President 

 

 

ROYAL MEWS TRUST 

2019 saw the Royal Mews Trust generating a surplus before taxation of R2 329 600 

(against R2 113 670 in 2018). 

 

Again, a reasonable year driven largely by revenue keeping pace with the CPI. 

 

Expectations in respect of all tenants are being met. 

 

The following remains work-in-progress. 

 

 The Dros Restaurant debt in the amount of R27 000 (owing by Babu Baijoo) 

remains outstanding. 

  

 An application has been lodged to secure an independent electricity supply 

for Hereford Financial Services (being Portion 4 of Erf 9147 in the extent of 4 380 

sqm).  When received, transfer of the sub-division in terms of the Agreement of 

the Sale between the Society and the Trust can be effected.  

 

 Owing to the cost and complexity of separating services shared by the 

Showgrounds proper and Blackwoods Nursery (being Portion 5 of Erf 9147 in the 

extent of 6 233 sqm), transfer of the sub-division in terms of the Agreement of 

the Sale between the Society and the Trust is pended indefinitely. 

 

 The informal Option in favour of The Nimi Investment Trust in respect of Portion 1 

of Erf 9147 in the approximate extent of 1,2340 hectares (being the area to the 

west of the Bank Park and the north of the flood control canal) remains in effect.   

 



 

 

 

STAFF  

In respect of BBEE codes, the Royal Agricultural Society was adjudged a Level 4 

contributor. 

  

All staff continue to fulfil their duties with pleasing demeanours and in a commendable 

fashion. 

 

Other notable events: 

 

 Following a period of long-term consistency, the year saw the departure and 

appointment of three bookkeepers.  The current incumbent is Elizabeth 

Gaybba, who, with seasoned auditing experience, appears to be settling in 

well.   

 

 Whilst remaining a half-day contracted member of the Society’s staff, tough 

trading conditions pre-empted the retrenchment of Irene Peters.   

 

 As is the case with Margaret Mitchell, Mrs Shaw continues to remain part of the 

RAS ‘team’ in respect of set projects, most notably overseeing the livestock prize 

monies and BEE requirements. 

 

Cordial relations with Nehawu (the Union representing the Society’s hourly paid staff) 

continue to be maintained.   

 

 

CORPORATE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY 

By way of assistance afforded in kind, the Royal Agricultural Society continues to 

perpetuate its commitment to support selected community endeavours, as well as 

augmenting initiatives focused on supporting commercial agriculture, and sharing 

‘know-how’ in respect of emerging farmers.   

 

In 2019 this included: 

 

 All agricultural and quasi-agricultural conferences, events and training 

programmes, where no hire charge was levied for use of any Showground 

facility.  

 

 Mentorship of young learners – many from rural areas – in respect of 

sustainability and eco preservation. 

 

 The conducting of training programmes for emerging farmers.   

 

 An R11 000 contribution to the SPCA by way of proceeds derived from the Royal 

Show Gold Cup Charity Auction.  

 

 A reduction of up to 75% in hire charges in respect of Rotary, Lions International, 

Round Table, Gujarati Vedic, the Education, Culture and Welfare Organisation, 

Hospice, PADCA, the Family Aid Trust, Gift of the Givers and similar 

organisations. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

STRATEGIC PLANNING 

Faced with current realities, and following a Strategic Overview, it is apparent that the 

Royal Agricultural Society’s current business model is confronted with a number of 

challenges, which could in time become increasingly complex to manage. 

 

More importantly, as is clear from the financial statements – were it not for the Royal 

Mews Trust, which per expectations is performing satisfactorily – persistent deficits 

incurred by the Society cannot be sustained indefinitely.  

 

Further, it is unlikely that meaningful surpluses will be generated by the Society, to the 

exclusion of The Trust, in the foreseeable future.    

 

In the circumstance, serious thought and introspection, which could possibly result in 

a new model, continues to be given.   

 

During the course of the past ten years, the Royal Agricultural Society has been 

approached on a number of occasions by developers, but thus far only in a tentative, 

cursory and non-substantive manner. 

 

Having said this, it is possible – especially if the economy moves into an upswing - that 

a proposal, worthy of serious attention, could at some future date be forthcoming, 

and may even warrant acceptance.    

 

The Society’s Management and Executive committees broad line thinking is as follows: 

 

 The Royal Agricultural Society is deemed to be a prestigious, valued and 

acknowledged brand, and its perpetuation is non-negotiable. 

 

 A new persona could possibly be based on that of the Cape Show where 

despite, having relinquished their showground in Woodstock some 20 years 

ago, their Society remains extensively involved in supporting agricultural 

endeavours.  These include – but are not limited to - the annual hosting of a 

nationally acclaimed Cheese Expo as well as the country’s largest dairy show. 

 

Indeed, it is indisputable that the Cape Show (today known as Agriexpo) is 

healthier and more meaningfully involved in agri-business than at any time in its 

history. 

 

 Alternatively, a future model could take the form of an entity based on the 

layout and modus operandi of the Royal Highland and Royal New Zealand 

shows, whereby tracts of lawn, largely to the exclusion of built infrastructure, 

could form the basis of future exhibitions. 

 

This could come about by securing – either freehold or leasehold - a portion of 

agricultural real estate in the KZN Midlands – approximating 15 to 20 hectares 

in size – and located in close proximity to Pietermaritzburg. 

 

Aside from displays and the participation of livestock and a multi-disciplinary 

equestrian facility, this could also cater for demonstrations along the lines of 

those at Nampo in the Free State. 

 

 

 



 

 

Management holds the view that should either option become a reality; far from 

being diluted, the bucolic role of the Royal Agricultural Society would – in line with the 

Cape Show – be enhanced.   

 

In the interim, whilst we cannot, indeed must not - ignore the challenges of the day - 

it is business as usual.  

 

 

OUTLOOK 

Whilst South Africa’s decade long socio-politico and economic challenges appear to 

have assumed a certain inexorability, the Royal Agricultural Society, underpinned by 

the Royal Mews Trust, continues to generate moderate surpluses. 

 

Further, it is commendable to note that this has taken place in an industry where 

marketing budgets – the Society’s core income source – continue to be trimmed at all 

levels, both regionally and nationally.  

 

Despite the challenges, it is anticipated that the Society will continue to produce a 

surplus in 2020; this by way of avant-garde marketing, an appealing Royal Show 

programme and strict control of costs. 

 

As an aside, it is possible that further developments relating to the Society’s longer-

term future could materialise.  Indeed, should this come to pass, it would serve as a 

catalyst for a refocused and exciting agri-business future. 

 

I would like to acknowledge with appreciation the professional input of the CEO and 

the RAS staff and also thank members of all committees, for their sterling contribution 

during the course of the past year. 

 

 

 

MIKE MONCUR 

President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

THE SOCIETY’S SPONSORS 

 

The Royal Agricultural Society of Natal is most grateful to the following 

individuals, companies and organisations for their generous sponsorship and 

support during the past year 

 

AAM  KZN Tourism 

Ambleside Landbouweekblad 

ARC 

 

McDonald Stuart Landscapes 

Big Beat Productions Metro Cars 

BKB Midlands Mascor 

Blackwood's Nursery Msunduzi Municipality 

Booysens Refrigeration NMR Engineering 

Brandon Leer Auctioneers Parklane Spar 

CHC Caterers PMB Petroleum 

Coca-Cola Beverages SA Radio Hindvani 

 

Daily News  Radio Sonder Grense 

De Heus Safire 

East Coast Radio SAMIC 

Ethekwini Municipality 

 

Sanlam 

Exhibition Stands Squirrels Nuts 

Farmer's Weekly Standard Bank 

First National Bank The Gardener 

FMS The Expo Factory 

Garden & Home The Mercury 

Gromor The Witness 

Illovo Sugar Veeplaas 

Jacques Abattoir Vethouse 

Konica Minolta Voermol 

KZN Red Meat Producers Org Unbranded Africa 

And numerous individuals  

 



 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

2019 ROYAL SHOW 

RECIPIENTS OF MAJOR AWARDS 

(Crafts and Home Industries Awards are listed within the Section Report) 

 

PEDIGREE CATTLE  

 

The RAS Gold Cup 

(Beef Bull Supreme Champion) 

Breed:  Black Angus 

Andrew Masterson Family Trust 

 

The Sutherland Trophy 

(Beef Bull Reserve Supreme Champion) 

Breed:  Limousin 

Devlan Limousin  

 

The RAS Gold Cup 

(Beef Cow Supreme Champion) 

Breed: Simmentaler 

Andrew Masterson Family Trust 

 

The Meadow Feeds Trophy 

(Beef Cow Reserve Supreme Champion) 

Breed:  Braunvieh 

Gawie Naude 

 

The RAS Gold Cup 

(Dairy Supreme Champion) 

Not presented 

 

The John Simpson Memorial Trophy 

(Dairy Reserve Supreme Champion) 

Not presented 

 

 

COMMERCIAL CATTLE  

  

Champion Commercial Animal on the Hoof 

Breed:  Beefmaster 

Weston Agricultural College     

 

Champion Carcass 

Breed:  Beefmaster 

Weston Agricultural College    

 

 

PEDIGREE SHEEP 

The Farmer Floating Trophy 

(Supreme Champion Ram) 

Breed: Dorper 

ATKA (Dr Corrie Avanant) 

 



 

 

 

 

William Cooper & Nephews Floating Trophy  

(Supreme Champion Ewe) 

Breed:  Dorper 

ATKA (Dr Corrie Avenant) 

 

 

COMMERCIAL SHEEP   

 

The BKB Floating Trophy 

Champion Lamb on the Hoof 

Breed: Dorper 

Bennie Lotter 

 

The Crafcor Hygrade Floating Trophy 

Champion Carcass 

Breed:  Ile de France White Dorper X 

Gert Lotter 

 

GOATS 

Supreme Champion Ram 

Boer Goat 

ATKA (Dr Corrie Avenant) 

 

Supreme Champion Ewe 

Boer Goat 

ATKA (Dr Corrie Avenant) 

 

 

 

COMMERCE & INDUSTRIES       

 

THE ROYAL COMMERCIAL FLOATING TROPHY 

Best and most outstanding display in an exhibition Hall 

Cherylin’s Creations 

 

 

THE ROYAL INDUSTRIAL FLOATING TROPHY 

Presented by the Society for the best and most outstanding display  

in an individual building 

Stafix Fencing 

 

 

THE ‘HULAMIN’ FLOATING TROPHY 

Presented for the best and most outstanding display on an open site 

Midlands Mascor 

 

 

THE WESBANK TROPHY 

Presented for the most outstanding motor industry display 

Toyota SA Motors 

 

 

 



 

 

 

THE MERCURY TROPHY 

Presented by the Mercury Newspaper for the best display in  

The Mercury Festival of Fine Living Hall 

The Nutters Brittle 

 

 

THE DAVID WING TROPHY 

Presented by the Society for the best display of  

‘light-duty’ agricultural equipment 

McBeans Implement Company 

 

 

THE PIETERMARITZBURG CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AGRIQUIP FLOATING TROPHY 

Presented by the Chamber for the best display of   

‘heavy-duty’ agricultural equipment 

Midlands Mascor 

 

 

THE ORANGE BLOSSOM TROPHY 

Awarded for the best and most outstanding display of materials handling and 

construction equipment including heavy duty forestry machinery 

JCB  
 

 

THE PIETERMARITZBURG CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRIES FLOATING TROPHY 

Awarded to the exhibitor who has the best South African industrial display 

Monosem 
 

 

 THE PIETERMARITZBURG CHAMBER OF BUSINESS TROPHY 

Awarded to a small business exhibitor 

Lifestyle Leisure 
 

 

DIE PIETERMARITZBURG SAKEKAMER SHIELD 

Awarded to the best display by an exhibitor who has not previously  

exhibited at the Royal Show 

Acasia Umbrellas 
 

 

THE PIETERMARITZBURG CHAMBER OF  

COMMERCE AND INDUSTRIES AWARD 

Presented by the PCCI for the most outstanding trade exhibit by a member of the 

private sector, based in the greater Pietermaritzburg area, promoting the exhibitor’s 

products or services and promoting the prosperity and/or development of the 

greater Pietermaritzburg area 

Adendorff Machinery Mart  
 

 

THE MUHL PERPETUAL FLOATING TROPHY 

Awarded to the best display by a Government Department 

South African Police Services 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

THE TELKOM CUSTOMER CARE TROPHY 

Awarded to the exhibitor who, by virtue of the warm and helpful receptiveness  

of the staff and their knowledge and ability to deal with queries,  

together with the availability of requisite information, provides  

the highest standard of customer care and service 

Tomcat Chippers 
 

 

THE ROYAL AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY TROPHY 

Awarded for special endeavour 

Cherylin’s Creations 
 

 

THE PRESIDENT’S TROPHY 

Awarded for special endeavour 

Craft and Home Industries and Woodworkers Guild 
 

 

SANLAM TROPHY 

Awarded for Judges Best Original Stand 

SANDF 


